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Words from the Dean
Greetings,
 
I’m excited that we have made it through the 2020-2021 academic year with significant
accomplishments to celebrate. The College of Education handled the pandemic in a
professional manner that focused always on the safety and well-being of the faculty, staff, and
students. Faculty were asked to “pivot” instructionally on multiple occasions and responded
accordingly. The CoE staff and leadership returned to Memorial Hall on June 15th as part of
the university wide first steps of transitioning from remote to face to face interactions. This
group kept a visible safe presence and engaged in daily operations. As we all move forward
back to a face to face environment, remember that we are here to support one another in
every aspect. Have a restful summer and please enjoy reading about the following
accomplishments.
 
Sincerely,
Mark
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In this issue, we would like to highlight Dr.
Amanda Randall, the new co-director of
TTAC, as she shares her thoughts on
"personal community building" at James
Madison University.

Student and Alumni
News
 
Several current COE students have been
named as Teachers of Promise:

• Kelsey Parker
• Hailey Clevenger
• Kayla Copeland
• Natalie Nhan

 
Congratulations to Dana Isaacs ('20, '21M)
who has been selected as a Fulbright
Finalist for 2021-22. She will have the
opportunity to serve as and English
Teaching Assistant to students in Uruguay.
She is most excited for the opportunity to
gain an appreciation of other's viewpoints
and beliefs in order to come back and
create stronger relationships with her
students.
 
A number of our COE graduates have
received teaching awards this year,
including:

• Tara Carrico
• Meghan Kelley
• Meghan Osborne
• Ronald Terry
• Cindi Abell
• Meredith Harris
• Sarah Plemmons
• Donald Briggs
• Kristen Hamlin
• Kara Lafon

 
 
Mary Trimmer Robinson ('76, '79M) has
been named the Distinguished Alumni
Award Winner for the College of
Education.

Faculty Research and
Project Highlights
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Dr. Ben Riden (EFEX) is a co-host of a
new podcast presented by the Council for
Children with Behavioral Disorders called
"Behavior Now!" a podcast series for
education professionals on topics related
to behavior, mental, and social-emotional
health of children.
 
Dr. Maryam Sharifian (EERE) has been
selected to serve on the Board of
Education's Early Childhood Advisory
Committee. The Board has appointed her
to serve a three year term beginning
February 1, 2021. The Committee will
advise the Virginia Board of Education on
matters related to early childhood
programs, systems, and regulations.
Appointment to this important advisory
committee reflects Dr. Sharifian's
commitment to Virginia's educational
future.

Faculty Publications
 
Dr. Mark Lewis (EERE) helps readers to
explore the confluence of sports culture
and sociopolitical issues as depicted in
contemporary sports-related Young Adult
Literature. Check out the article here.
 
Dr. Smita Mathur (EERE) is the co-editor
of Play Policy and Practice Connections
Journal. Check out the first issue here with
articles by fellow COE professors Dr. Kara
Kavanagh and Dr. Tiara Saufley Brown.
 
Dr. Eric Carbaugh (MSME) is a current
editor of an educational journal titled,
Virginia ASCD, which focuses on research
and implementation of pedagogical
applications to improve instructional
quality within the classroom. The most
recent publishing discusses the themes of
"innovation, equity, and building
connections with students," as well as how
educators across Virginia are adapting to
remote learning. Read more here.

Other COE News
Congratulations to Lena Harmata,
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recipient of the Coe Cinquegrana
scholarship for 2021-22.
 
What has this Pandemic taught us about
learning and where do we go from here?
Commentary from Dr. Bill White, EFEX,
COE Online Learning Committee: The
Future Was Here, Last Week.
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2021! You
can see our graduation speakers, faculty
well-wishes, and virtual yearbook on our
COE Commencement page.

Have some news to share with us for a future edition of this newsletter? Click here!
 
If someone forwarded a copy of this newsletter to you and you'd like to join our mailing list,
click here.
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