
EFEX News
The Graduate School awarded a 2020
Outstanding Thesis Award to Lauren
Jefferson
(Equity and Cultural Diversity, M.Ed.).

Advised by Dr. Stephanie Wasta, her
project was titled: How Successful High
School Boys Soccer Coaches Perceive
and Develop Cultural Competency: A
Grounded Theory Approach.

We were able to catch up with Lauren to
hear more about her work and how she
became interested in the intersection of
cultural competency and athletics.
Read More

MSME-2 Fulbright
Finalists
Two Secondary Education students have
been awarded Fulbright Scholarships for
the 2020-21 year. Emma Holleran
(Secondary English) is a finalist headed to
Czech Republic, and Allison Sall
(Secondary Math) another finalist, will be
traveling to Taiwan.
The Fulbright application process is a
lengthy one. Dr. Meredith Malburne-Wade
serves as Director of Fellowships Advising
at JMU and explained that the process
takes about a year.
Read More

LTLE-Tech Talent
Diane Wilcox, LTLE faculty, spent a good
part of this spring leading a team in setting
up a Canvas site called CoE Online
Learning where JMU faculty and staff can
go for resources on how to operate
different systems and best practices for
online teaching. Dr. Wilcox divided the site
so that individuals could seek out answers
based on whether they consider
themselves beginners, intermediate or
advanced in teaching online. Diane and
other faculty have been holding
workshops online focusing on specific
aspects each time. Diane's expertise and
commitment to getting this site up and
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Greetings from our Dean
Recently, during the middle of a WebEx meeting, my wife and I heard a number of beeping
horns. We live in a heavily populated townhouse complex just east of the hospital, which is
home to dozens of school-aged children and young adults who attend the local schools.
When we looked out the window, we saw at least 12-15 cars driven by Rockingham County
Schools teachers. They had signs that said “Miss you Cubs” and other messages related to
the local elementary school. Children were waving back to the caravan of cars, seemingly
aware that their teachers were intentionally making an effort to communicate with them due to
the lack of closure when school was canceled. I went back to my meeting smiling at the
thought that some of those teachers were most likely our students at one time or another. The
fruit doesn’t fall far from the tree. Educators care in a way that only we know why!
--Dr. Mark L'Esperance
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running well in advance of the first online
classes (officially started March 23) has
resulted in an overall smooth transition
from face-to-face to online teaching. One
of our more artistic faculty members, Dr.
Wilcox flexes her tech skills during down
time. Check out this picture of Frenchie
created with Autodesk Sketchbook on
iPad Pro.

Noteworthy EdTech
Alums
• Ms. Taylor Kahny, JMU M. Ed. in

Educational Technology alum ('18) was
hired upon graduation by the University
of Pennsylvania as an Instructional
Designer. Taylor was recognized this
academic year for “Advancing the
[UPenn] School of Nursing mission and
strategic priorities (scholarship,
research, education and practice) by
producing high-quality work”. She is a
former LTLE Department Graduate
Assistant.

• Mr. Matt Dingo
• Mr. Jeff Sant
• Dr. Mailizar
• Mr. Mike May
Read more

On the Road
Collaborative
The College of Education has been a
steadfast partner with On the Road
Collaborative, a youth empowerment non-
profit organization that provides after-
school learning programs for underserved
middle and high school youth in
Harrisonburg. The COE has provided
expertise, personnel and programming to
the organization and the young people
they serve since it started in 2015. LTLE
Professor Dr. Diane Foucar-Szocki is a
founding board member, and her
connection with the organization has
helped over 50 COE students to serve as
paid Youth Leaders and volunteer
Academic Coaches. This year, COE
graduate students Kayla Schroeder
(Equity and Cultural Diversity) and Ross
Gulliver (TESOL) have served as
committed leaders for On the Road's high
school program at Harrisonburg High
School, continuing to serve even after the
program shifted to a virtual model once
schools closed due to COVID-19.

Where are they now?
Courtney Gunn (ELED '18, MAT '19)
Is finishing her first year as a kindergarten
teacher in Henrico County
"It’s been a blast and I’m so thankful for
how much JMU prepared me for this year."
Do you have any specific examples of
how the teacher education program at
JMU has prepared you well?
I use so many of the strategies from my
classroom management course I took for
my EXED minor. Looking back now, I am
SO thankful I took that class. I think it is a
class that every COE student should take.
I can’t imagine going into teaching without
taking a classroom management course.
What has been your favorite memory
during your first year?
Watching my students become readers is
the best! Many of them come in with
almost zero alphabet knowledge so when
it all finally starts to click and they realize
that they can read, it is a beautiful thing!

COE-Community Connection

What has been the hardest part of your first year?
The hardest part is the huge spectrum of needs that kindergarten students require.
Kindergarten truly is so different than other grades because your students come in with very
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different school experiences or lack of school experiences. Having to teach simply how to be
a student on top of the required academic standards is a hard balance to find.
What would you like to say to JMU students just entering or considering teacher
education?
Take advantage of every opportunity presented to you and get in the classroom as much as
possible.

The College of Education would love to hear from you!  If you would like to be included
in a future newsletter, please send us your update to COEmarketing@jmu.edu.

Meet the College's Education Advisory
Committee
Do you ever think about those who passed through the College of Education before you?  As
most people are aware, JMU was established in 1908 to meet the needs of public education
in Virginia, and to this day continues to prepare educators, professionals and leaders to meet
state, national, and global needs.

Along with staff, administrators, students and faculty, the College of Education is supported
by an engaged group known as the Education Advisory Committee. Under the direction of the
CoE Dean's Office, the group consists of 16 committed JMU alumni, a select group of CoE
administrators and staff and three students representatives.

The EAC meets several times a year.  Our mission is to advocate, share information and
foster relationships between alumni and JMU's College of Education.  We serve as an
outreach to alumni in our areas, providing information and generating excitement regarding
the exceptional level of programs offered at JMU.  Advancement of the College of Education
is our priority. We consider promoting CoE programs as our primary responsibility.

Exciting changes are occurring in the College of Education.  Among them is the development
and opening of a campus school, located within Memorial Hall, for high school students. The
renovation of the College of Education building will provide opportunities for rethinking and
refining teacher preparation and developing research prospects for students in all of the
College's programs.

The EAC welcomes fellow College of Education alumni to become engaged in social and
academic offerings in their areas and at JMU.  We value alumni involvement as a way of
preserving JMU's past, present and most importantly future. Please visit our webpage for
more information.

contributed by Suzanne Ridgway and Doris Hulvey

Student Success: Virginia Department of Education
announces licensure flexibility
We have fielded numerous emails over the past two months from candidates, parents and
other stakeholders about how attaining a teaching license in Virginia is impacted by COVID-
19. The General Assembly, the Board of Education, and the Virginia Department of Education
have responded by providing much needed flexibility and support with certain statutory
requirements related to licensure.  They created a process to request modification to the
Board regulations for candidates who could not complete the full requirements for student
teaching, and they have given approval to put provisions in place for candidates who have
met all requirements for licensure except CPR (in-person) and/or completing licensure
assessment requirements due to COVID-19 in the spring 2020.  Teacher candidates have
been regularly apprised of these updates and the Education Support Center is working with
them to make sure our students will be licensed and ready to begin teaching in the fall! For
more information check the VDoE's licensure site here.

On the Horizon
• The CoE has launched a new program in teacher leadership that will begin Fall 2020.

Applicants can choose from a Master of Education or a Graduate Certificate. The program
is designed for teachers and school division employees to acquire and build upon
advanced skills in leadership aligned with national competencies (CTQ, NEA, & NBPTS,
2018). The program prepares professionals for leadership roles, such as grade level team
leader, department chair, instructional coach, or mentor. For more information, click here.

• The Elementary Education Bridge Program is another initiative taking shape involves
working with partnering school districts to recruit teacher assistants from low-wealth
districts. Participating TAs would concurrently attend a local community college and work
with JMU over a five-year period. At this time, Portsmouth, Petersburg, Augusta,
Rockingham, Harrisonburg and Waynesboro City Public Schools are committed to this
initiative. Drs. Joy Myers and Shin Ji Kang are co-developing this program.
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