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“Knowledge will forever
govern ignorance’

G A Publication of the James M adison Center G

A Messagefromthe Director

Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Thomas,
made hissecond visit to the IMU campuson March
14" to participatein the University-wide celebrations
surrounding the 251 birthday of JamesMadison. The
previousyear, Thomasdelivered the Madison Day
address in Wilson Hall. While on campus, he
expressed adesireto return to meet personally with
undergraduatesinasmaler, moreintimatesetting. The
newly opened James M adison Center proved theided
gtefor suchaforumwhichinvolved some 25 specidly
invited sudentsselected mostly fromthe Univeraty’s
HonorsProgram.

Justice Thomas requested that his formal
remarksbekept off-the-record in order tofacilitate a
lively and open discussion. Asaresult, no member of
the presswasin attendance while no questionswere
consdered “of f limits.” For over two hours, Thomas
eloquently discussed awidearray of issuesincluding
the Bush v. Goredecision, hisviewson affirmative
action, and the role of the Supreme Court in
contemporary American society. Interestingly, hedso
reved edthat heattended YaeLaw School a thesame
timetha Bill Clintonand Hillary Rodhamwereenrolled
there.

After graduationfromYae, Thomaspracticed
law inthe offices of the Missouri Attorney General
before being appointed by President Ronald Reagan
to the position of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
withthe US Department of Education. Helater served
asthe head of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission and as a justice on the US Court of
Appeas before being named to the high court by

...Continued on Page 3
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Donald Robertson:
An Educator for the Leaders of the
New Republic,
Part |1

Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Ph.D.

fter leaving the presidency, James Madison

was honored in numerous ways. One of the

last honorshereceived camefromtheVirginia
Historical Society (VHS), founded in 1831. James
M adison becameitsfirst honorary member when he
was 80 yearsof age. It is, therefore, fitting that the
origina account book kept from 1758-1775 by Dondd
Robertson, hisfirst mentor, isavalued part of the
society’sarchival collection: VHS, Mss5:3R5456:1,
Record No. 25916.

Measuring 7 by 4 %2inches, with 190 pages,
Robertson’sleather bound book isworn and stained,
with damagebeing particularly severeat thevery end
of thevolume. MissSue A. Bradford, adescendant
of Donald Robertson, donated it to the VHSin 1924.
Inrecent yearsit hasbeen meticuloudy conserved and
mounted.

In addition to possessing the classical skills
valued by the community leaders of theday, themen
and womenwho could afford to send their childrento
aprivate school, an eighteenth-century school master
had to be abusinessman in every sense of theword.
Theamost daily entriesin Robertson’saccount book
range from overseeing house repairs and the costs
associ ated with mending clothing and laundry for his
pupilsto keeping track of outstanding bills, maintaining
an appropriateinventory of imported booksavailable
for purchase, securing appropriate housing for his
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chargesand providingindividua attention asneeded.
Robertson’saccount book also records hisdetailed
financial transactionswith thefamiliesof hispupils,
including thefather of “Master Jami€’ Madison.

“Jamie’ wasapupil at Robertson’sschool for
approximately five years, from 1763-1768. From
Robertson’s account book welearn that the young
Madison needed to have a hat replaced at a cost of
17 shilling and six pence; that he purchased copies of
Horace, Justinian’sInstitutions and one of Cornelius
Nepos'sL atin biographiesfrom Robertson; and, that
hisyearly tuition cost hisfather, Colond JamesMadison
(1723-1801), exactly £5. To put the latter into
perspective, it should be noted that £5in 1765 had
the purchasing power of gpproximately £416in 2001.

Whileinformative, theentries, unfortunately,
often appear to beimpersonal. Yet, thewriter of the
entriesclearly madeasignificant differenceinthelives
of many of hispupils—including afuture president of
the United States.

Suggestionsfor Further Reading:

A few portions of the Robertson account book have
been published. They appeared in the Virginia
Magaz ne of History and Biography, XXX111 (1925),
194-198, 288-292; XX X1V (1926), 141-148, 232-
236; and XXXV (1927), 55-56.

Did you know ...

That Nancy Chappelear Baird (classof 1940) is
related to Dolley Madison. They are 1¥ cousins
fivegenerationsremoved. Their common ancestors
areWilliamsColes(died 1781) and Lucy Winston
(died 1787). Chappelear Hall isnamed for Mrs.
Baird'slatefather, George Warren Chappelear,
former head of the biology department at James
Madison University (then Madison College). Mrs.
Baird and her husband, AlvinV. Baird, Jr., livein
Harrisonburg. TheMadison Center wouldliketo
hear from other descendants of Dolley or the
Madison family. E-mail usat boydruda@jmu.edu.

2 James Madison University

2] That JamesMadison’sfather, Colonel James
Madison, paid personal property taxesin
Orange County on 84 davesin April of 1782
but that when he hel ped conduct the October
1782 censusin the same county herecorded
that hishousehold consisted of 6 whiteand 838
black persons? Why the discrepancy? There
werefour free Negroeswithin hishousehold—
al indentured servants.

2] That James Madison graduated from the
College of New Jersey (now Princeton
University) in1771withan A.B. degree?

2] That James M adison was one of the foundersof
the American Colonization Society and served
for atimeasitspresident? Nevertheless, he
remained dependent on davesto run hisestate
and remained adave-owner until hisdeath.

Z] That great controversy hassurrounded thefirst
name of President Madison’swife? Her given
name has been varioudy cited asDorothes,
Dorothy, Dolley and Dolly. The controversy was
not settled until 1958. Consult thefollowing for
theinsdestory:
http://moderntimes.vedh.virginia.edu/madison/
overview/name html

Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Ph.D.

Thefollowingreview by BarbaraVinesLittle
originally appearedinthe Virginia Geneal ogical
Society Newdletter, vol. XX V111, no. 5, October
2001, 7:

AnnL. Miller, The Short Lifeand Srange Death
of Ambrose Madison (2001) 83 pp.; maps,
unindexed; perfect-bound; softcover; $11.95. Order
from Orange County Historical Society; 130
Caroline Street, Orange, VA 22960. Pleaseinclude
$2.00 postage. Va. Residentsadd 4.5% salestax.
Ambrose Madison (ca. 1696-1732) was
probably bornin King and Queen County. The
grandfather of President JamesMadison, few of his
persona paperssurvive. Infact, only fragmentsof
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an account book can be strictly labeled as personal
papers. Deeds, patents, county orders, lettersto
Madisonsurvivinginother collectionsformthebasis
of most of theinformation availableon Ambrose.
Although dueto therecord destructionin King and
Queen and Caroline counties, acomplete picture of
Ambrose Madison’searly lifecannot be
reconstructed, through theuse of avariety of
surviving recordsthe author has managed to
reconstruct themajor activitiesinwhich hewas
involved. Dueto thelossof therecordsof the
Generd Court and the SpotsylvaniaCounty loose
papers, detailsof hisdeath are sketchy. Welearnthe
cause— poisoning, the names of the perpetrators,
and their punishment. Thetype of poison and how it
wasadministered islost to history. Thismonograph
will beof interest to studentsof theMadison family
or early history of theareaaswell asthosewho
wish to learn more about how to reconstruct thelife
of anindividua when only fragmentsof records
survive. bvl

...Director’s Message Continued

President George Bushin 1991, replacing theretiring
Thurgood Marshall onthebench.

The James M adison Center plans each year
to host other such symposiawith scholars, dignitaries,
and public officialsin an effort to encourage educated
and informed debate on the IMU campus. Indeed,
during the early years of the American republic, the
nation’s public dialoguewasfrequently intenseand
passionate but wastempered by arespect for divergent
beliefsand moderated by asense of personal integrity.
With only a few notable exceptions, ideological
disagreementswere separate and distinct from persond
atacks. Ashigtorian LanceBanningwritesinhisbook,
Jefferson and Madison, “[Madison] believed that a
republic ultimately restson mutual respect amongits
citizen and on arecognition onthe part of dl that they
aremembersof afreecommunity of mutualy-regarding
equas”

JugticeClarence Thomeas' visttotheMadison
Center hel ped studentsevaluatethe Judgeinrelation
to hisbeliefsand convictionswithout thefilter of the
news mediaor some other secondary commentary.
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Regardlessof their own politica perspective, dl were
universally impressed with the sincerity of Thomas
convictions and his steadfast commitment to the
principlesof the United States Constitution. Whitney
Pack, a junior Political Science mgjor, astutely
observed, “ Clarence Thomas allowed himself to be
thrown inaroomwith agroup of IMU studentswho
may or may not have shared his particular political
views. Thatinitsdf iscommendable. | wasparticularly
impressed with hisforthright answersto students
questions. He never onceaverted aquestion or threw
back a‘ nocomment.” Thomasisaconservativevoice
on the Supreme Court—and hisremarksaligned with
that position. Hemadeno apologiesfor hislibertarian
leanings. Whilesomeintheroom may havedisagreed
with his Supreme Court decisions, | believe all
recognized the reverence and allegiance Clarence
Thomasfeelstoward the position to which hewas
gppointed.” Justice Clarence Thomasgraciousnessand
hiswillingnesstoengageinanintdlectudly simulating
dialogue did much to advanced James Madison’'s
legacy onthe IMU campusaswell asto promotethe
University’s unwavering commitment to his
philosophicd principles.

|
Photo: DianeEllliott

Justice Clarence Thomas discusses his views on the Su-
preme Court with IMU students during M adison Week Cel-
ebrations on Campus. Center Director, Philip Bigler, moder-
ated the discussions.
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Is There A Place for History?

Conley L. Edwards
StaeArchivig

A year ago, a Web site was unveiled that
provided access to the names of nearly 23 million
immigrantswho entered the United Statesthrough Ellis
Idand andthePort of New York. Informationavailable
includestheimmigrant’ scountry of origin, nameof the
shiponwhichtheimmigrant came, andtheimmigrant’s
destination. Digital imagesof handwritten documents
listing thenamesarejust aclick away.

The opening ceremony for the site attracted
local and national mediaattention. Tom Brokaw was
there, aswere descendants of Irving Berlin, whose
parentswereamong thethousandsof immigrantswho
cametothiscountry between 1892 and 1924. During
thefirst sx hoursof operation, 8 million visitorsused
theWebdte. Duringthesameperiod, 42 millionvigtors
were unable to connect to the site. Designers had
serioudy underestimated interest intheinformation.

Last fall, a story in the New York Times
reported on thegrowing number of peopleturning their
vacationsinto expeditionsto find their ancestors at
satearchives, loca courthouses, and county historica
societies. Thearticlequotedtheclerk of court in Sussex
County, Virginia, assaying“\Weget oneor two people
aday and more every year.” 1n 1995, asurvey for
American Demographics magazinefound that 4 in
10 adults, or 113 million people, were at least
somewhat interestedinfamily higtory. That figuregrew
to6in 10 adultsby 2000. Year after year, local and
family history continueto be the most popular topics
of interest at the Library of Virginiain Richmond.

Thebroad appeal of history crossesageand
incomelinesand has many facets. One of themore
obviousfacetsisthe popularity of the History Channd,
A& E Biography, and current cinemasuch as“ Saving
Private Ryan.” Theappeal of history led thetourist
industry and the historical museum community to
develop programsand eventsthat apped to* heritage
tourism.” Therearefew stronger programsof this
typethanthosein Virginia

4 James Madison University

Why isthere agrowing passion for history
acrossour society? Our society hasbecomearootless
oneinwhichmany familiesmoveto anew placeevery
fiveto sevenyears. Our familiesare nolonger the
extended families of our parents or grandparents
generation. Perhapstheanswer isin part that history
givesusasense of being part of alarger picture of
family, time, and place. When people get involved
withthe past, they begin to seethemselves connected
to others- family, community, nation, or agroup defined
by ethnicity, religion, work, or play. Theresultisa
senseof belonging, direction, and meaning.

Thesetiesarestrongest at thelocd level. This
iIswhere history begins. Itisat thelocal level that
ideas were debated and argued, tried and then
discarded if they did not work. At the time of the
Revolution and since, there hasbeen keeninterestin
the American experiment in democracy. James
Madison wasawareof thisinterest and wroteto James
Monroein 1824, “ TheU.S. arenow furnishing models
and lessonstodl theworld.... Theeyesof theworld
being thus on our Country, it is put the more on its
good behavior, and under the greater obligation aso,
todojusticetothe Treeof Liberty by an exhibition of
thefinefruitswegather fromit.”

M adison and the other leadersof Virginiaand
the new nation acted on alarge stage, but their ties
weretothecitizensof their homeand state. Theideas
they represented grew out of their experiencesat the
local level and it was herethey found support for the
growth of the Tree of Liberty.

Virginiaisfortunateto have someof theoldest
local recordsof any state. Therecordsdocumentin
detail the rich events of everyday life — the
administration of local government through county
courts, early effortsto provide support for the needy,
education, military service, settlement of debtsand
other obligations, public safety, land ownership, and
the settlement of estates.

Beginning inthe mid-1970s, many of these
local recordsweremoved tothearchivesat theLibrary
of Virginiafor safekeeping and preservation. At the
Library, professiona archivistsarrange, describeand
preserve the records. Microfilm copies provide a
means for researchers to use the records without
damagingfragileorigindsandinsomeingancesdigitized
copiesof recordsalow for useover thelnternet. The
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Library’scollection of manuscriptsisnow over 90
million items and there are aimost 55,000 reels of
microfilmavailablefor reedy useintheLibrary reading
rooms.

Fortunately, thereare many organizationsthat
have undertakento preserve parts of our present and
past accomplishments. InVirginiaalone, thereare
morethan 200 local historical societiesand arecent
study estimated there are 7,000 such organizations
functioning throughout thenation. Theseorganizations
preserve the past for the future and provide the
foundation for discussing thethingsthat matter in our
communitiestoday.

JamesMadi son, Thomas Jefferson, and other
leadersof the period of the American Revolutionand
founding of thiscountry looked congtantly for examples
of guidancefromthepag, those* mode sand lessons’
Madisonwroteof. They understood that if wejudge
without some knowledge of the past, wearenot likely
to make wise decisions about our future. With the
renewed interestinloca and family history, many will
rediscover theforcesthat influenced the devel opment
of this country. History gives each generation the
meansto discover the people and eventsthat speak
most clearly to our time. Thereisaplacefor history
today.

For additional information about the uses of history
today, see The Presence of the Past: Popular Uses
of History in American Life, by Roy Rosenzweig
and David Thelen (New York: ColumbiaUniversity
Press, 1998).

For additional information ontheLibrary of Virginia
anditsholdings, visit their site on the Web at http://
www.lvalib.vaus

Thetwoillustrationsin the adjacent column arefrom
the collectionsof the Library and arethe comments
fromthediary of Colonel Francis Taylor of Orange
County, April 10, 1786, on JamesMadison’selection
totheVirginiaGenerd Assembly sessonthat proposed
thereview of the Articles of Confederation and the
1788 el ection certificate of James M adison and James
Gordon as del egatesfrom Orange County, Virginia,
to the conventiontoratify anew Constitution.
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Muster Roll, 12 August 1777
JamesMadison’sCompany of VirginiaMilitia
OrangeCounty, Virginiat

Transcribed by
Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Ph.D.2

In order to meet her quota of troops for the Continental army, Virginia had
ordered the raising of six battalions. The number to be raised by each county and city
was based upon the number of militiain the county. Concerned that the necessary
number would not beraised intime, in May 1777 the General Assembly passed “An
Act for the more continental army, and for other purposes.” By the act, “every county,
city, and borough, except the counties of Kentucky, Ohio, Monongalia and
Yohogania.... [in which the] officers... have not, or shall not, on or before the tenth day
of August next, enlist the quota of men allotted to such officer or officers, shall make
up such deficiency by draughts, to be taken from their respective militias...[by dividing]
the whole militia of each county, city, and borough, including captains and other
inferiour officers, into as many lots as there may be men wanting to supply their
guota,... taking care to alot to each division, other than that composed of thefield
officers and magistrates, as many able bodied men as conveniency will admit, having
regard to the property of each individual composing such divisions, so asto make the
number of able bodied men, and the property on each, as equal as may be; that each of
the other divisions shall be required to furnish one man.”*

TheDivigonof theMilitiahereenrolledisappointed, according to an Act of Assembly for speedily completing
the Virg? Quotaof Troopsfor the Continental Army, toraisearegular Soldier by the 29" ingt: toward supplying
the Deficiency of the Quotaallotted to the officers of the County of Orange.

12t Augt 1777
JamesMadison* C.L!

[second column]

1% Divison Henry Shackleford
James C_:oursey Alex'Ogg
WM Smith _ Martin Johnston

+ Stephen JK Smith Benj" Gartan [7]
Tho® Harvgy John Jones

+ Caeb Jennings FransWilliams
David Powers+ W™ Jones
John Davis Rich®Morrie
Joseph Ham + JohnWills

+ LewisCoursey Robert Golden
John Bdll Edmund Deer

6 James Madison University
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Joel SSmmons LewisRidle

Edward Lam + Jonathan Simmons
Tho® Herring Nathan Mallory
+Tho°*MorrieJ
JamesEarlie [Continued onthereverse)]
Johr_m Bucher Wm. Estes
V\ﬁll_lamVa/vter Rich?Bullock
Jessie Simmons Martin Collig[r]
Sam_' Ham_ Jat Davis
LaleDa\/ls_ Wm. Rogers
Lenard Davis Benj"Harvie
J(_)hn Ballard NichsHarvie
Littleberry Lam Rich?dLamb
Thomas Snow
(Endnotes)

Theoriginal isinthe collection of the VirginiaHistorical Society, Richmond, Virginia: Mss12; 1777 Aug 12:1. It
measures approximately 13 by 2 3/4 inches, with text written on both sides.

2Dr. Boyd-Rush is a professor of history affiliated with the James Madison Center at James Madison
University, Harrisonburg, Virginia. Support from the James M adison Center made this transcription possible: http://
www.jmu.edu/madison/center/.

3William Waller Hening, The Satutes at Large: Being a Collection of All the Laws of Virginia ... (1821: reprint,
Charlottesville, Va.: University Press of Virginia, 1969), 275-8.

4 Colonel Madison (1723-1801) wasthe father of James Madison, Jr., who would later serve asthefourth
president of the United States. He was also a successful planter, justice of the peace, sheriff, and one of Orange
County’swealthiest citizens at the time of the American Revolution.
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Help Support theMadison Center  €OMIng Next Fall: The James
Madison Statue Dedication -

Constitution Day 2002

If the Father of the Constitution and first First
Lady had ever met at Kissing Rock, what do you
suppose they would have discussed?

_ The Madison Center
Hey Dukes:
You can purchase your own set of these ‘
famous figuresfrom history 9-inch, plush
James and Dolley Madison Famous
Be?An collectibles created by Creation Philip Bigler; Diegtor
Station LLC. Each figureis $12.50, plus Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Professor of
tax and shipping. Call the IMU Bookstore History Affiliated with the James Madison
_ _ I Center
at 800-280-7543 today! Rebecca Stevens, Assistant & Program
Specialist
Contact Information:
MSC 1020
Wilson Hall,Rm 205
Harrisonburg, VA. 22807
Phone: 540-568-2549
& JAMES FAX: 540-568-7043
MADISON

UNIVERSITY.
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