COVER LETTER – ANONYMOUS RESEARCH

Used when…

· Subject’s identity is to remain “anonymous” (“Anonymous” meaning that the researcher can in NO WAY identify the subjects)
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· No identifying information is being requested

· [image: image1.wmf]A survey/questionnaire is being administered and the researcher will not be present while the surveys/questionnaires are being completed or that the participants will place their completed surveys/questionnaires in an envelope/box provided to ensure anonymity (Must be stated in the protocol and in the cover letter.)    
Things to look for…

· Cover Letters must be written at an eighth grade reading level.

· Make sure they are NOT collecting a consent form 

· There should be a signature block ONLY for the researcher – the participant should not sign anything in an anonymous study

· “Your participation is strictly anonymous – I will have no means of identifying your responses.”

Anonymity v. Privacy: 

· There are many circumstances where a researcher may choose to protect a subject's identity by not referring to them by name in their research (i.e., use a pseudonym). This serves to make their responses confidential, but is not the same as conducting an anonymous study. The following research activities would not be considered anonymous: If interviewing subjects they cannot be considered 'anonymous' because the investigator is talking to them directly. If the subject's images/voice are recorded by the investigator on audio or videotape. The subject is known/recognizable personally to the investigator.
