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‘We beat 
ourselves’

JMU falls 81-79 to 
William & Mary

 in last-minute loss

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG  / THE BREEZE

Sophomore guard Ron Curry scored 11 
points and had nine rebounds in JMU’s 
loss to William & Mary yesterday. 

By STEPHEN PROFFITT 
The Breeze

JMU dropped a rollercoaster of a 
game to the College of William & Mary, 
81-79 Sunday at home.

Head coach Matt Brady predicted 
that his team probably would’ve been 
in this type of game two weeks ago. 
Sunday, the Dukes got the shot they 
wanted but it just didn’t go in. 

“I’m OK with an experienced, vet-
eran team that’s really playing with 
purpose, coming in and nipping us at 
the end there,” Brady said. “I just hope 
we learn a lesson.”

With three seconds left, and JMU 
down four, freshman guard Ron Curry 
was fouled on a three-point shot 
attempt. He went to the line, drained 
the first two and the Dukes were forced 
to miss the third in an attempt to grab 
an offensive rebound and get up a shot 
to tie or win.

Redshirt senior forward Andrey 
Semenov crashed the glass as Curry 
missed the shot to the left. He grabbed 
the ball and put up an off-balance shot 
from about eight feet to the side of the 
basket that went just short as the buzzer 
went off.

“I didn’t know what I was thinking at 

see BASKETBALL, page 11
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By IJ CHAN
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Virginia state law prevents those in same-
sex domestic partnerships to have the same 
benefits as heterosexual couples, but some 
JMU faculty and staff don’t see that as an 
acceptable answer. 

At the December Faculty Senate meet-
ing the senate voted unanimously with 
one abstention to approve a resolution 
that advocates for JMU to extend work ben-
efits to all employees in same-sex domestic 
partnerships. 

The approval was met with a round of 
applause from the senators. 

Assistant professor of political science 
Rob Alexander isn’t a member of the Facul-
ty Senate, but was present at the December 
meeting. 

Alexander, who identifies as gay, said it 
was reassuring that the senators came to 
such a quick decision, and that the issue 
of same-sex domestic partner benefits 
didn’t cause any conflict or debate within 
the group.

“I think anyone who finds themselves 
in the minority group … it just feels good 
when a group of people, who may not be 
part of your minority group, affirms you,” 
he said. 

Senior director of communications and 

university spokesperson Don Egle said that 
because Virginia doesn’t recognize same-
sex marriages as legal, JMU, as a state 
institution, can’t change its policy regard-
ing benefits.

“The agencies [JMU] of the Common-
wealth have no authority to grant same-sex 
domestic partners the same benefits as 
those granted to spouses of employees, as 
defined by the statutes and constitution,” 
Egle said. 

Egle said JMU is committed to certain 
values, such as “integrity, mutual respect, 
diversity and inclusion,” and will continue 
to pay attention to these issues and more 
on a national level.

At the most recent Faculty Senate meet-
ing last Thursday, philosophy professor and 
Faculty Senate member Mark Piper pre-
sented a resolution that invites President 
Jon Alger to attend the next senate meet-
ing on Feb. 27.

The senate members approved the reso-
lution and gathered a list of possible topics 
they wanted to discuss with Alger. The issue 
of same-sex domestic partner benefits was 
one of the first on the list.

Communication sciences and disor-
ders professor Rory DePaolis suggested 
that JMU take a more active role on the 

see LGBT, page 4

Marriage benefits called into question
Faculty Senate supports benefits for same-sex partnerships; invites Alger to next month’s meeting

Man’s best friend
Freshman Nathan Selove has special bond with his disability dog Sylvia

Sylvia, an autism service dog, has helped Nathan Selove cope 
with his Asperger’s syndrome since he was in seventh grade.

By LAUREN HUNT
The Breeze

The Quad is the land of the dogs 
when it’s warm. Most people let you 
pet and sometimes even pick up and 
snuggle their puppies. But there’s 
one dog out all year round that you 
can’t pet — she’s on the clock. Her 
name is Sylvia and she’s an autism 
service dog.

Nathan Selove, a freshman com-
munication studies and theatre 
double major, was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome, a form of high-
functioning autism, at the age of 9. 
The summer before Selove started 
seventh grade he got Sylvia from 
Susquehanna Service Dogs in Har-
risburg, Pa.

“She helps me out through deep 
pressure therapy   — basically if I’m 
starting an ‘aspy-meltdown,’ she’ll, 
like, get on my lap and the pressure 
helps to soothe me and calm me 
down,” Selove said. “Sometimes if 
I’m in a crowd, she’ll actually block 
people. I’ll get to a wall and she’ll 
stand in front of me to block them.”

Selove was severely bullied in 
elementary school and his parents 
feared that it would be worse in mid-
dle school, and it was. When Selove 
announced to his class that he would 
not be in school for the last week of 
the sixth grade to train with Sylvia, 
his class cheered.

 

“The bullying was really, really bad 
before I had her. It started when I was 
in the fourth grade and it just got 
worse and worse,” Selove said. “And 
then, here comes Sylvia and sud-
denly everyone realizes, ‘Oh, maybe 
we shouldn’t have been so hard on 
Nathan. Maybe he can’t help it.’”

But bullying was not the only 
problem Selove and his family would 
face. Getting Sylvia into middle 
school with him proved to be anoth-
er challenge.

The school board argued that 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
did not apply to Selove. Eventually 
the board presented Selove and his 
family with a contract stating that he 
could bring Sylvia to school but she 
could not ride the bus, and the board 
reserved the right to remove Sylvia at 
any time for any reason.

Selove’s family was not thrilled 
with the contract but signed under 
duress so that Selove could return to 
school with Sylvia.

Then, in 2008, Virginia Delegate 
Mark Cole wrote a bill requiring 
schools to accommodate service 
dogs and it passed unanimously 
in the state legislature as well as in 
every committee it was sent to. It 
was also signed by then-Governor 
Tim Kaine. 

Selove’s family then demanded that 
the contract be annulled, and it was.

see DOG, page 10
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>> Wingin’ in the Super Bowl
A table of JMU students and alumni enjoy wings and drinks while they cheer on their favorite team in the Super Bowl at Quaker Steak 

& Lube last night. The restaurant, along with other wing joints in Harrisonburg, were busy all day with students and locals picking up 
wings for their parties. The Denver Broncos took on the Seattle Seahawks at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey for Super Bowl XLVIII.

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE
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Selove was allowed to ride the 
school bus with Sylvia, until the school 
board found a student on the bus who 
was allergic to dogs. The school board 
then banned Sylvia from the bus once 
again, despite the fact that the student 
was already on medication for her 
allergy and the ADA forbids the dis-
crimination of service dogs because 
of allergies.

This conflict continued until 
Nathan got to high school, where 
the school administration was much 
more welcoming to Sylvia. By the 
time Selove was a freshman, his battle 
with bullying was practically over; the 
bullying had almost completely sub-
sided and his academic performance 
improved significantly.

“It has been a miracle,” Nathan’s 
mother, Shellie Selove, said. “We did 
not expect that a service dog would 
have such an enormous impact on his 
life and the lives of our family.”

JMU greeted Nathan and Sylvia 
with the same welcoming attitude.

“JMU is very much about diversi-
ty, so when we contacted Disability 
Services they were very open,” Selove 
said. “They were very welcoming and 
very accommodating.”

While Selove is hardly the first stu-
dent to have a service dog accompany 
him to class, service dogs are not usu-
ally an option pursued by people who 
have Asperger’s.

“I’m hoping that it’s going to 
become more common in the next 

few years,” Selove said. “I’m not the 
only one in the U.S. There aren’t a lot 
of people [who have service dogs for 
Asperger’s] but there are quite a few. 
It’s a relatively new method.”

Although Sylvia and autism ser-
vice dogs are new to JMU, there was 
already a policy in place that allowed 
service dogs on campus. 

Policy 1330 defines a handler as 
“a person with a disability who is the 
owner and user of a service animal,” 
with a service animal being “any ani-
mal trained to do work or perform 
tasks for the benefit of and to accom-
modate the functional needs of an 
individual with a disability.” The pol-
icy allows a service dog in almost any 
area that the handler is allowed to be.

The professors have also been 
welcoming to Sylvia. Jorge Nieto, a 
Spanish professor, even includes Syl-
via on his attendance roll.

“Sylvia just lays down under his 
desk,” Nieto said. “She never barks. 
She’s better than some students — 
she doesn’t have a cell phone.”

Selove says that Sylvia played a 
huge roll in his decision and ability to 
attend JMU.

“Honestly, I don’t think I could 
have come to a university if it weren’t 
for her,” Selove said. “Sylvia was really 
able to bring me out of my shell.”

When asked to comment on 
her feelings toward her job, Syl-
v i a  re s p o n d e d  w i t h ,“ Wo o f .”

ContaCt Lauren Hunt at 
huntle@dukes.jmu.edu.

holly warfield / the breeze

Nathan Selove was often bullied when he was younger because he has Asperger’s syndrome. He says Sylvia has changed that.

By travIs BarBour
The Breeze

Well ladies and gentlemen, February is upon us again, and with that 
comes an onslaught of usually bad and formulaic romantic comedies and 
Nicholas Sparks adaptations. Thankfully, there’s at least one film among 
the impending disasters that’s a legitimately interesting and poignant 
love story, though it’s certainly not without its faults.

“Labor Day” centers on single mom Adele (Kate Winslet) raising her 13 
-year-old son Henry (Gattlin Griffith) while battling chronic depression. 
It’s clear from the start that Winslet’s character is broken; she never really 
leaves her house, although it isn’t too obvious is why. We can assume it 
has something to do with her ex-husband leaving her, but there’s more to 
the story than meets the eye.

Henry does all he can to help his mother feel less alone: making her 
breakfast in bed and crafting those cute coupon booklets we’ve all made 
once or twice. But even Henry feels that his efforts are futile when it 
comes to comforting his mother.

On one of her rare excursions 
out of the house, Henry introduces 
Adele to Frank (Josh Brolin). 
Having just escaped from prison, 
Frank coerces the mother and son 
into hiding him in their home. 
However, for an inmate who 
warrants a $10,000 reward, he’s 
quite friendly and helpful. Cue the 
familiar song and dance.

“Labor Day” certainly has a predictable plot. Love-starved Adele finds 
solace in the arms of a criminal handyman, once he establishes value by 
fixing up her dilapidated home and teaching her son all the cliché dad 
duties like throwing a baseball. However, director Jason Reitman (“Juno,” 
“Thank You For Smoking”) reveals Frank and Adele’s character struggles 
in unique and beautiful ways.

As his mother’s romance with Frank blossoms, Henry begins to 
worry that his mother and her convict-lover may abandon him. Henry’s 
development is far more intriguing than that of his mother’s revived 
sense of passion. Going through puberty with lackluster examples of love, 
he strives to understand himself and where he ranks in his mother’s life.

Even though I enjoyed discovering these characters, there are some 
glaring imperfections in the screenplay that make this story hard to fully 
believe.

First, as the title suggests, this entire story develops over the course 
of Labor Day weekend. So in the short span of five days, Adele is held 
hostage, falls in love with her captor and plans to run away to Canada 
with him, leaving everything she’s ever known behind to start a new life. 
If given a longer time-frame, this story might be believable, but since it 
doesn’t, the film borders on a glorified case of Stockholm syndrome.

I also had some issues with just how obvious the whole family was 
behaving. Just as a tip, if you’re harboring an escaped fugitive, don’t 
teach the said fugitive how to dance in front of the windows, and lock 
your doors so your neighbors can’t barge in whenever they want to drop 
off some excess peaches. You know, basic stuff.

This inattention to detail, along with some sappiness and predictability 
causes the film to fall flat in some respects. However, the film is shot 
rather beautifully, and the characters are at least engaging and intriguing. 
Additionally, Winslet and Brolin definitely have acting chops, but that 
was never in question.

One final qualm I had with the film was how Henry grows up to be 
Tobey Maguire (“Spider-Man”), the film’s narrator. Sure this doesn’t 
matter in the grand scheme of things, but since Henry looks nothing 
like Maguire, it’s odd that he grows into him. I suppose Reitner enjoyed 
Maguire’s narrating work on “The Great Gatsby,” but the casting director 
should have exercised some common sense.

“Labor Day” certainly has it’s flaws, but I can almost guarantee it’ll be 
one of the better romance movies to arrive this month. 

Travis Barbour is a senior media arts and design major. Contact him 
at bsrbotw@dukes.jmu.edu.

By DomInIquE LatEgano
The Breeze

There’s a group of five college students 
decked out in collared shirts with a lead sing-
er in a dress, performing in front of a crowd 
of tattooed and pierced “scene” kids. Their 
music doesn’t fit the outfits but the crowd is 
enticed. This isn’t a joke, this is alternative 
pop-rock band Forgetting August.

“Despite our tidy look onstage I like to 
think we deliver an explosive rock show,” 
drummer James Adelsberger, a freshman 
business management major, said.

The band has been together since last May.
“We are definitely different [from other 

bands in the genre]; we aren’t what you 
would think of an alternative rock band, but 
we stayed very true to ourselves and who we 
are as people and musicians,” vocalist Kaitlyn 
Salazar, a sophomore hospitality major, said.

With Northern Virginian roots, the band 
is made up of high school friends Salazar,  
Adelsberger and gui-
tarist John Brooks, 
a sophomore music 
industry major, who 
all attend JMU. Jason 
Eller, a sophomore 
electrical engineering 
major, and Mitchell 
Sandoe, a mechan-
ical  engineer ing 
major, are also part of 
the band, but attend 
Virginia Tech.

“I’ve been friends 
with Kaitlyn since 
she had the idea of 
the band, all the way 
through actually cre-
ating the band to 
now writing songs, 
performing and recording. It’s awesome to 
see them continuously improve since they 
first began,” Nicole Grabowski, a sophomore 
kinesiology major, said.

During shows, Forgetting August plays a 
50-50 mix of covers and originals; songs by 
Mayday Parade are a favorite of the band. 
Their sound is similar to old Paramore and 
Hey Monday; the band is trying to spur an 
alternative pop-rock comeback.

“Focused and calculated teen angst is 
how I would describe it; I absolutely adore 
the genre of music,” Brian Donovan, a sopho-
more quantitative finance and math double 
major, said. Donovan is a friend of the band 
and is hoping to audition in August and 
become part of Forgetting August sometime 
soon.

The band members share an interest in 
working in the music industry after college. 

Using the band as a way to gain knowledge 
in each of their desired fields, Salazar man-
ages the website and bookings while Brooks 
records and finishes the tracks; he created 
the entire EP “Red Light Running” in his 
basement studio.

Forgetting August produces music they 
want to listen to. The band really enjoys 
listening to their EP, saying it defines who 
they are and helps them produce music they 
actually want to listen to. 

Salazar, who often writes about relation-
ships, describes the creative fire behind 
songwriting.

“I write mainly about what I’m looking at 
or thinking about in the present moment,” 
Salazar said. She has written songs in the 
past about “The Walking Dead” and “The 
Lord of the Rings.” However, many of the 
themes of the songs are hidden; without 
reading the lyrics one might not catch on 
to the story behind the songs.

Salazar looks to Kelly Clarkson for inspi-
ration because of her 
“perfect mix between 
rock and pop,” refer-
ring to the sound of 
Clarkson’s “Break-
away” album. Brooks 
and Salazar are the 
main lyricists in the 
band.

Adelsberger aspires 
to be like Tommy Lee 
from Mötley Crüe. He 
is known for making a 
“crazy rage face” while 
jamming out on the 
drums during shows.

“I’ve seen them per-
form various times. 
My favorite is when 
they were at Empire 

Music Club because the stage is really raised 
so it’s like they’re performing almost above 
you and it’s very cool to see them like that,” 
sophomore history major at Virginia Tech 
Jessica Sutherlin said. “The crowd really 
seems to enjoy their covers.”

Forgetting August is performing upcom-
ing shows at TDU, Relay for Life and the 
Harrisonburg Farmers Market in April. The 
current and main goals of the band are to 
stick together through college and hopefully 
gain a fan base, and then ultimately becom-
ing the best of their genre.

Forgetting August released their 
first EP “Red Light Running” on Jan. 
22, available free for download on 
their website, ForgettingAugust.com.

ContaCt Dominique Lategano 
at lategada@dukes.jmu.edu.

Worth the labor
Director Jason Reitman’s romantic drama, just in time 
for Valentine’s Day,  simmers but doesn’t stun audience

courtesy of mctcampus

“Labor Day,” though beautiful, fails to break away from romantic movie stereotypes.

“Labor Day”

Pg-13 111 min.
starring Kate Winslet, Josh 
Brolin, Gattlin Griffith

Bringing it
back

“we are definitely different 
[from other bands in the 
genre], we aren’t what 
you would think of an 
alternative rock band, but 
we stayed very true to 
ourselves and who we are 
as people and musicians.”
Kaitlyn salazar
vocalist, sophomore 
hospitality major

Northern Virginia-based band forgetting august hopes to 
renew interest in forgotten genre of alternative pop-rock

courtesy of erik Nomm

Alternative pop-rock band Forgetting August performs at Empire in Springfield, Va. on Jan. 12.

Dog | ‘she’s better than some students — she doesn’t have a cell phone.’
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