
Dear Young

Feminist Me

By the WRTC 420 class with Dr. Jen
Almjeld at James Madison University



Hey, Young Feminists!
We are a group of college students in a Feminist Rhetorics class, reaching out to
share our stories and to tell you about some pretty cool feminists. We take up this
work as an act of feminist rhetoric, guided by the feminist ideals of giving voice to
fellow rhetoricians and challenging norms when sharing this work. Images shared
here lead back to official websites or spaces for further information about feminist
stars, and we hope you take some time to learn more about them all.

    

Feminist Work
This is a space for you to learn, find
encouragement, and feel validated in your
experience as a feminist.

Dear Young Feminist Me Letters
Check out the letters we wrote to our
younger selves about the things we wish
others would have shared with us. In this
section, we will talk about many topics.
Some have heavier content within them, but
all topics were selected with intention, as we
feel many young people share these
experiences.

Feminist Yearbook
After reading about feminist topics, we invite
you to check out some amazing feminists in
our Feminist Yearbook! We include singers
like Taylor Swift, Boygenius, and Hozier;
politicians like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Ruth Bader Ginsburg; actresses like
Emma Watson and Jennette McCurdy; athletes like Megan Rapinoe; and feminist
letter writers like ourselves.

Rhetoric and Feminism
As we consider feminism and rhetoric together and how they can be transformative,
it seems important to begin with a few grounding definitions. Feminism is
understood as the evolving practice of dismantling socially constructed gender/sex,
race, socio-economic, sexuality, and ability-level norms and the redistribution of
power to historically marginalized groups using an intersectional lens. The ultimate
goal of feminist work is to cultivate unity and human rights for all. We can
understand rhetoric as communicative acts aimed at persuading an audience. 
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Rhetoric has been a conduit for feminist thought and work for centuries,
characterized by subtle resistance and the malleability of tradition.

In her 1983 critique of Virginia Woolf's A Room of One's Own, feminist scholar Alice
Walker discussed the way female writers of color can look to their mothers and,
despite the lack of overt tradition, still find inspiration in the legacies of love and
passion that women throughout history have exhibited through storytelling and
craft: "And so our mothers and grandmothers have, more often than not
anonymously, handed on that creative spark, the seed of the flower they themselves
never hoped to see: or like a sealed letter they could not plainly read" (Walker, 1993,
p. 407). Walker exemplifies the necessity of rhetoric's simultaneous subtlety and
power to fulfill feminist ends.

Motivations for the Project
The students of JMU’s 2023 Feminist Rhetorics class developed this project to
communicate the importance and hallmarks of feminist rhetoric to a younger
audience. “Dear Young Feminist Me” aims to educate and entertain young people
about important rhetorical acts and contributions of feminist scholars and activists.
Feminist rhetorician, Cheryl Glenn, famously took on the project of reclaiming “Our
Mother Rhetoric” in her 1997 Rhetoric Retold. Like Glenn’s work, and the work of
other feminist rhetoricians dedicated to creating “new maps” of feminist rhetorical
practice and contributions, we hope this project serves as a rhetoric map for writing
students and feminists by, “taking us more places, introducing us to more people,
[and] complicating our understanding” (Glenn, 1997 p. 4) of both feminism and
rhetoric.

This goal was produced by reflecting on our younger feminist selves by answering
these questions: What lessons do we wish we had learned? What advice would we
have given to our younger feminist selves? Why is understanding feminism at a
young age so important? 

With this in mind, each contributor on “Dear Young Feminist Me” wrote a letter to
their younger feminist selves with the specific focus to explore topics like mental
health, bodies, social media, relationships, leadership, gender, and sexuality. 
 
All letters are written through an embodied voice that educates future feminists and
celebrates the many rhetorical approaches to be a feminist — especially in girlhood.
Girlhood and adolescence can be one of the most complicated, confusing, and
critical times in our lives; our project aims to validate these feelings, combat
detrimental societal norms, and encourage self-exploration.
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The “Feminist Yearbook” component of the “Dear Young Feminist Me” platform
highlights both historical and modern feminist rhetoricians including Bell Hooks and
her reclamation of the “Homeplace” (1990), and author, artist, and transfeminine
social media activist Alok. The individuals featured in our yearbook have made a
variety of contributions to the field of feminist rhetoric that should not go unnoticed.

A Discussion of Genres
Using a digital space allows us to create a project that lives beyond us, doesn't
require maintenance, and can be expanded over time. It lets us better organize our
feminist letters with categories and add a search bar so young feminists can search
for something that will resonate with them the most. “Dear Young Feminist Me”
features multiple written components, namely a creative yearbook and personal
epistolary pieces. We feared that users would have to jump between different
formats because of this. Our best solution was to create a digital space that
showcases all of these components in one place. The digital space also expands our
reach to young feminists outside our local community at JMU. A physical copy may be
better in some aspects, but the point of this project is to share with a wide, young
audience.

Feminist Socials
We want to thank all of the feminists who participated in creating our yearbook. It is
because of your hard work and dedication that we are able to create such a valuable
resource that showcases these powerful feminists. Feminism is more than just a
word; it’s a movement. We’ve linked social media accounts and websites so you can
support these feminists. There are also various articles and autobiographies that
highlight their lives and achievements.

And thank you...
For taking the time to read all of our stories and learn about all the cool feminists in
our yearbook! We have all worked extensively on this project as the course has come
to its close and are happy it is in good hands with you all! As we all move on in life
from James Madison University, this project will stay in our memories here.

It is important to us that viewers take away the idea that feminism is for everyone
and should be celebrated as such.
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https://libcom.org/article/homeplace-site-resistance


Website
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Check out the link to their full website to read through all of the Dear Young
Feminist Me Letters and the Feminist Yearbook! 

http://dearyoungfeministme.wixsite.com/project

