
Fall 2023 Courses
Below, you’ll find the  

• WRTC Major/Minor Courses offered for Fall 2023,  

• a schedule including what’s being offered and when, and  

• A description from the faculty member about how they plan 
to teach the course. 

FALL 2023 WRTC COURSES 
COURSES FULFILLING CORE REQUIREMENTS (Offered Each Semester) 

WRTC 200 — MWF 10:20 – 11:10 Intro to studies in WRTC, Jay Varner  
WRTC 200 — TR 11:10 – 12:25 Intro to studies in WRTC, Sean 
McCarthy  
WRTC 201 — TR 12:45-2:00 Theory and Methods in WRTC, Lori Beth DeHertogh  
WRTC 201 — MW 5:00 – 6:15 Theory and Methods in WRTC, Alex Parrish  
WRTC 300 — TR 9:35 - 10:50 Professional Editing, Scott Lunsford  
WRTC 300 — MW 9:35 - 10:50 Professional Editing, Kevin Jefferson 
WRTC 301 — TR 9:35 – 10:50 Language, Law and Ethics, Karen McDonnell  
WRTC 301 — MW 9:35 – 10:50 Language, Law and Ethics, Susan Ghiaciuc 
WRTC 495 —WRTC Internship (ONLINE), Elizabeth Pass  
WRTC 496 — MW(F) 12:40 to 1:30 WRTC Capstone, Cathryn Molloy 


REQUIRED FOUNDATION COURSE — TSC (Offered Each Semester) 
WRTC 350 — MW(F) 9:35 – 10:50 Foundations of Tech Comm, Cindy Martin  

REQUIRED FOUNDATION COURSE — WR (Offered Each Semester) 
WRTC 330 — MW 1:50 – 3:05 Rhetorical Analysis and Criticism, Elisabeth Gumnior  

COMMUNITY BASED LEARNING (Courses offered each semester) 
WRTC 488 — TR 11:10– 12:25 Writing in the Health Sciences, Lori Beth 
DeHertogh  
WRTC 480 — TR 11:10– 12:25 Writing for Business and Industry, Jim 
Zimmerman 

CROSSOVER ELECTIVES  
WRTC 328  Practicum – TR 12:45 – 2:00 Focus: JMURJ, Kevin 
Jefferson 
WRTC 328 — M 1:50 to 2:40 Practicum – Focus: RhetTech 
Editors, Cathryn Molloy 
WRTC 328 – M 5:30 – 8:00 – X Labs Course, Seán McCarthy  
WRTC 420 —MW 1:50 to 3:05 Feminist Rhetorics, Jen 
Almjeld   
WRTC 426 Special Topics in WRTC— TR 3:55 to 5:10, Shelley 
Aley, Topic: disinformation and its effects 



TSC ELECTIVES  
WRTC 460 —  TR 9:35 – 10:50 Legal Writing, Traci Zimmerman  
WRTC 456 — MW 1:50 – 3:05 Usability Testing, Angela Crow  
WRTC 356 — MW 3:25 – 4:40 Web Theory and Design, Angela Crow   
 WRTC 462 — W 3:30 – 6:00 Writing for Government (and national security 
organizations) **10 seats only  Seàn McCarthy 

WR Electives 
WRTC 338 TR 12:45 - 2:00 Sound Writing, Scott Lunsford   
WRTC 400 TR 11:10 – 12:25 Advanced Editing, Cindy Martin   
WRTC 433 MW 2:20 – 3:55 Animal Rhetorics, Alex Parrish   
WRTC 334 MW 5:00 – 6:15 Intro to Popular Writing, Heather Comfort  
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(Legend at end of schedule)


Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Online, 
Asynchr
onous 

CR Pass 495 CR Pass 495 CR Pass 495  CR Pass 495 CR Pass 495

9:35 - 
10:50

CR  Ghiaciuc 
301

CR Jefferson 
300


CR Lunsford 
300


TSC T. 
ZIMMERMAN  
460

CR  
McDonnell 
301

RFC Martin 
350


CR Ghiaciuc 
301

CR Jefferson 
300


CR Lunsford 
300


 TSC T. 
ZIMMERMAN  
460

CR  
McDonnell 
301

RFC Martin 
350


10:20 - 
11:10

CR Varner 200
 CR Varner 
200


CR Varner 
200


11:10 - 
12:25

CR McCarthy 
200


CBL 
Zimmerman 
480

WR 400 
Martin 
CBL 
DeHertogh 
488


CR McCarthy 
200


CBL 
Zimmerman 
480

WR Martin  
CBL 
DeHertogh 488


12:40 – 
1:30 CR Molloy 496
 CR Molloy 

496
 CR Martin 
300


VIRTUAL 
ASYNCHRON
OUS


CBL 
Zimmerman 
480 


CR Molloy 
496 VIRTUAL 
ASYNCHRO
NOUS 

Time



CORE REQUIREMENTS CR

REQUIRED FOUNDATION COURSE — TSC Turquoise RFC 

FOUNDATION COURSE — WR Grey RFC


12:45 - 
2:00

CR McCarthy 
496


WR Lunsford 
338 
CR 
DeHertogh 
201


COE Jefferson 
328


CR McCarthy 
496

WR Lunsford 
338 
CR DeHertogh 
201


COE Jefferson 
328


1:05 – 
2:40

COE Molloy 328


1:50 – 
3:05

RFC Gumnior 
350

COE Almjeld 
420

TSC Crow 456

RFC Gumnior 
350

COE Almjeld 
420

TSC Crow 
456

2:20 - 
3:35

WR Parrish 
433

WR Parrish 
433

3:00 – 
3:50

WR 330 
Gumnior WR Gumnior 

3:25 – 
4:40

WR Jefferson 
400 
TSC Crow 356 

WR Jefferson 
400 
TSC Crow 
356


3:30 – 
6:00

TSC 462 
McCarthy 

3:55 - 
5:10 COE Aley 426

COE Aley 426

4:10 – 
5:00

5:00 – 
6:15

CR Parrish 201

WR Comfort 
334

CR Parrish 
201

WR Comfort 
334

5:30 – 
8:00 

COE McCarhty 
328 XLabs 




COMMUNITY BASED LEARNING – CBL Plum

CROSS OVER ELECTIVES—Green COE Green courses with * can be used as TSC electives.

TSC ELECTIVES – Burgundy TSC E

WR ELECTIVES— Orange WR  



FALL 2023 WRTC COURSES,  
Alternative Descriptions 
Below, you’ll see descriptions from the professor teaching each class; in these 
descriptions, they elaborate on the University Catalog Descriptions, offering 
particulars for their sections. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask 
your advisor! 
Please read the official University Catalogue Description for WRTC courses for 
either the BA or the BS.   

CORE — Each course (200, 201, 300, 301, 495, 496) offered 
each semester.  

WRTC 200 Intro to studies in WRTC: 
with Jay Varner MWF 10:20 - 11:10 or  
Seàn McCarthy TR 11:10 - 12:25  

Overview: In this class, you’ll get to dip your toe into all things WRTC! 
You’ll learn just enough about the issues, topics, and skills we teach to 
design your perfect path through the major or minor program. You’ll also do 
a passion project–something you want to do for your own growth and 
development as a writer–all semester long! 

Projects/tasks: The projects in WRTC 200 are all about you. In one major 
assignment, you will design your perfect path through the major, or minor 
including which classes you will take, your dream internship and other 
professional development goals, the extracurricular and cocurricular 
opportunities you’ll take on–it’ll be space to dream big. 

A huge part of the 200, though, is your course project. Have you dreamed of 
a website or blog you could put together? An activist writing project that 
would live across platforms? An idea for an amazing app? 200 is the place to 
dream big, roll up your sleeves, and give it a go in a supportive 
environment of professors and peers. 

Why you would take it: Just getting started in your WRTC journey? This 
class is going to give you the lay of the land and build your confidence so 
that you will be ready to take on other classes in the major. It'll also give 
you your first strong portfolio piece. 

Course Description from Catalog 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21245
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


WRTC 201 Theory and Methods in WRTC: 
With Alex Parrish MW 5:00 - 6:15 or Lori Beth DeHertogh TR 12:45  - 2:00 

Overview: In WRTC 201 you find out what kind of researcher you are and 
want to be and what options for research exist in our multi-disciplinary 
field. We begin by reading and analyzing current research and then you will 
create your own research proposal that might work to understand writing 
and being in digital spaces, consider ways to make the writing classroom 
better or tackle an issue in a workspace. We equip you to ask good, ethical 
questions to take on academic and professional issues. 

Projects/tasks: You will be able to devote an entire project to reading a 
scholarly article and carefully and accurately summarizing it. This product 
will be something that you get plenty of feedback on, so it's an excellent 
opportunity to sharpen your skills. As you learn more about the methods 
that are used to create new knowledge in the disciplines, you will also have 
the opportunity to design an empirical research product of your own–one 
that will be informed by your own library-based research on the topic of 
your choice. While you will not collect data for this project, it’ll be a 
chance to imagine the kind of research project you’d like to do. 

Why you would take it: This class will make you feel much more confident 
going into other classes where you will be expected to read, discuss, 
synthesize, and use WRTC research. 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 300 Professional Editing: 
With Scott Lunsford TR 9:35 - 10:50 ; OR with Kevin Jefferson MW 9:35 - 
10:50 

Overview: The best ideas are lost on an audience if the expression of those 
ideas is unclear. WRTC 300 assists students in honing their grammar skills and 
writing style. At the same time, students learn tricks of the trade, including 
hard copy markup, electronic editing tools, style guides, and more! 

Projects/tasks: You’ll edit a variety of documents, which may include 
Wikipedia articles, movie reviews, instruction sets, or user manuals. The 
semester culminates in a project that requires students to comprehensively 
edit a longer document, create a cover and table of contents, apply original 
styles for headings, and add creative commons-licensed photos. 

Why you would take it: This is a required core course in the WRTC major and 
minor, but beyond that, students love the hands-on nature of the 
coursework. Students leave class feeling confident in their writing abilities 
and prepared to embark on a career in editing or publishing if desired. 

Course Description from Catalog


https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


WRTC 301 Language, Law and Ethics: 
With Karen McDonnell TR 9:35 - 10:50, OR Susan Ghiaciuc MW 9:35 - 
10:50 

Overview: The power of law hinges on argument, context, and 
interpretation. From daily decisions in the community and workplace to 
cases before the Supreme Court, ethical and legal decisions have far-
reaching impacts and can generate controversy and confusion in their wake. 
In this course, we’ll grapple with these complexities and come to a greater 
understanding of our rights and responsibilities. 

Projects/tasks: Throughout the semester, students engage in discussions 
and analysis of the rhetorical frameworks under which the law is 
determined and interpreted. Whether considering a code-of-ethics violation 
or analyzing court cases, we examine the limits and potential of law in 
daily life. Students are responsible for leading topic-driven discussions and 
composing two case studies that demonstrate their understanding of how 
language, law, and ethics intersect. 

Why you would take it: In a democracy, citizens are empowered to govern 
themselves. WRTC 301 cultivates important knowledge and skills to help us 
work toward “a more perfect union.” 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 495 WRTC Internship: 
With Elizabeth Pass online 

From the course catalog description: Allows students to incorporate field 
experience with WRTC course work through internships in government, business, 
industry, or education where they can observe communication processes and apply 
effective written, interpersonal and public communication skills. Students must 
complete an application process and be approved before receiving a permission 
number to enroll in the course (see Internship page on WRTC website for 
requirements and forms). Prerequisite(s): WRTC 300, WRTC 301, junior or senior 
standing, and permission of instructor. 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 496 WRTC Capstone 
With Cathryn Molloy: MW(F) 12:40 - 1:30 

Overview: This is the final course in the major, and it affords students to 
reflect on the ways they’ve broadened and deepened their understanding 
of the theories and practices of written communication, visual design, 
digital communication and rhetoric in general. The goal of the coursework 
is the creation of a professional portfolio. 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


Projects/tasks: With the end result of a powerful professional portfolio in 
mind, the assignments in the Capstone are designed to refine, extend, 
augment, and professionalize whatever academic and professional work the 
student has already developed. Whether the student intends to pursue a 
job, a paid internship, or further education, the portfolio will be aimed at 
demonstrating skills, experience, expertise, and professional potential. 

Why you would take it: This is the final required course in the major. 
Course Description from Catalog


REQUIRED FOUNDATIONAL TSC (Offered Each Semester)     

WRTC 350 Foundations of Tech Comm 
With Cindy Martin TR 9:35 - 10:50 

Overview: Technical Communication falls into three categories: writing about 
technical and scientific topics, writing in and for online spaces, and creating 
user documentation (STC site — Defining Tech Comm). You’ll gain a broad 
introduction to these three genres of communication in this class.  

Projects/Tasks: You’ll write a short report on an environmental issue for a lay 
audience, work as part of a team to create web content for a business or 
organization of your choice, and develop an instruction set/tutorial related to 
MS Word or another application of your choice.  

Why you would take it: This course will prepare you for work in upper-level 
WRTC courses and will help you discover potential career interests. 

Course Description from Catalog


REQUIRED FOUNDATIONAL WR (Offered Each Semester)    

WRTC 330 Rhetorical Analysis and Criticism  
With Elisabeth Gumnoir MW 1:50 - 3:05 

Survey and application of a range of rhetorical approaches to analyze print, 
oral, visual, and multimodal forms of everyday communicative practices. 
Primary topics include the origins of rhetoric, the manifestations of 
contemporary forms of communication, the rhetorical theories used to 
explain those forms, and the criticisms developed to respond to them. 
Prerequisite(s): WRTC 200 and WRTC 201 or permission of instructor  

Course Description from Catalog


COMMUNITY BASED LEARNING — (Offered Each 
Semester)                    

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


WRTC 480 Writing for Business and Industry 
With Jim Zimmerman: TR 11:10 - 12:25 

Overview: In this community-based learning (CBL) course, you will 
volunteer for 20 hours to do WRTC-style work for a for-profit entity. 
Regularly-scheduled class sessions will introduce you to the communication 
and discourse practices of the business world. 

Projects/Tasks: First, you have to use entrepreneurial energy and 
techniques to identify and secure a 20-hour placement. In addition to that 
volunteer work, academic assignments will include a proposal, progress 
report, and final report with deliverables. 

Why you would take it: A CBL course is required for the WRTC major, and 
this one is of special interest to students who want to get experience in the 
for-profit world, using their WRTC-style skills to help the bottom line of a 
business (usually a small business). 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 488 Writing in the Health Sciences 
With Lori Beth DeHertogh TR 11:10-12:25 

You'll explore in this course a range of topics from how patient stories 
shape health outcomes to social determinants of health to how gender and 
race impact population health.  

You'll learn how modern medical innovations (e.g., wearables, AI, precision 
therapeutics) are forging news paths for how patients understand and 
manage their health. You'll also meet patient advocates, startup innovators, 
and thought leaders who are transforming the healthcare industry.  

The class will be provocative, conversation-centered, and full of ideas that 
will take your writing and knowledge of the health sciences to a new level.  
Course Description from Catalog 

CROSSOVER ELECTIVES                                    
WRTC 328 Practicum – With Sean McCarthy M 5:30 - 8:00 
Focus: Medical Innovations 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


**Instructor consent required to register for this class** 
Overview: During Spring 2023, students from WRTC and five other 
disciplines worked with successful entrepreneur and JMU alum Eric Major to 
develop research for medical devices that have market potential. In Fall 
2023, WRTC students will get the chance to work with students from 
Biology, Engineering, and Business Studies to take the research to the next 
level by creating prototypes using the research from the Spring 2023 class, 
creating business plans, and pitching those ideas at potential investors.  
  
Projects/Tasks: WRTC students will work in cross-disciplinary teams to 
document the design process, draft business plans, and create pitches 
about your project for various audiences including investors.  
  
Why you would take it: Research shows that communication, 
collaboration, and project management skills are highly sought after by 
employers. This course will give you all three of those, as well as the 
opportunity to to have part ownership of a product that could go to market 
and have an impact on millions of people. 


Course Description from Catalog 

WRTC 328.0002 Practicum – With Kevin Jefferson TR 12:45 - 2:00 
Focus: JMURJ - 
**Instructor consent required to register for this course** 

Allows students to engage in practical experience opportunities in the field of 
Writing, Rhetoric, and Technical Communication. Students may apply no more 
than 3 practicum credit hours toward completion of WRTC major or minor 
requirements. 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 328.0001 Practicum -  with Cathryn Molloy MW 1:50 - 2:40 
Focus: RhetTech Editors  

Overview: For the past four years, WRTC students have been edited a 
national journal for undergraduate students in writing, rhetoric, and 
technical communication-related disciplined. Editors favor relevant, timely, 
and culturally responsive multimodal compositions. This class is your 
opportunity to join the group of RhetTech editors in the production of 
volume five. We will start out the term review in submission, and then 
we’ll work with authors to polish and publish their work in the new volume 
of RhetTech! 

Projects/tasks: You can expect to review submissions, correspond with authors 
through revisions, and edit final versions. Some students will also opt into the 
opportunities to do design work for the volume. 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


Why you would take it: Please check out volume four! You will see that 
RhetTech is a really cool journal with so many opportunities for student 
editors to shape each volume. 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 420 Feminist Rhetorics 
With Jen Almjeld MW 1:50 - 3:05 

Overview: Our class considers key women figures in classical and 
contemporary rhetorical traditions and explores the strategies and tactics 
feminist rhetors use to make meaning and change in the world. 

Projects/Tasks: In past courses we created a digital archive of a feminist 
conference and published an article as a class. This year, we'll decide what 
major project to produce together.  

Why you would take it: This class is for anyone interested in the ways 
marginalized speakers get heard and challenge systems of power. 

Course Description from Catalog 

WRTC 426 Special Topics in WRTC Topic: Disinformation and its effects 
With Shelley Aley, TR: 3:55 - 5:10 

Focused, in-depth study of specific areas or subjects in writing, rhetoric, 
and technical communication. Topics may pertain to issues relevant to the 
discipline, to the study of particular theories and practices, or to the study 
of significant figures in the field. Seminars may be repeated for credit 
when course content changes. Prerequisite(s): WRTC 103 or equivalent 
and junior or senior standing, or permission of instructor. 


TSC ELECTIVES                                                    

WRTC 356 Web Theory and Design  
With Angela Crow MW 3:25 - 4:40 

Overview: If you need more portfolio pieces that help to demonstrate your 
ability to be an online (digital) content creator-- this course gives you the 
opportunity to work on web projects (and potentially app projects). 

Projects: You'll create two web (or app) projects, one on your own topic, 
and then one with others; both projects are designed to help you learn and 
then demonstrate your ability to create content for online venues.  In 
addition, you’ll have the opportunity to increase your understanding of web 
design theory about how accessibility and usability influence content 

https://www.jmu.edu/wrtc/students/undergraduate/rhet-tech-volume-4.shtml
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


writer’s decisions.  
  
Why you would take it:  This course offers you (more) practice with the 
overall skills for content creators -- making web sites, thinking about 
accessibility, usability and using that knowledge to improve design 
decisions. 

Course Description from Catalog 

WRTC 456 Usability Testing  
With Angela Crow MW 1:50 - 3:05 

Overview:  If you're looking at UX (user experience) jobs --then the 
Usability course helps you develop one part of a typical UX job description 
-- testing and revising documents based on user experiences.  You’ll learn 
the practices UX designers rely on in order to assess usability and user 
experience.  
  
Projects/Tasks: We’ll work predominantly with qualitative research, but 
also learn about some of the quantitative analytic data that help UX Writers 
determine areas for revision in documentation.  You’ll produce a usability 
study which will include deciding on, and then setting up a study, recruiting 
and then testing users, creating recommendations for revisions, and 
presenting that information.  
 
If you want to be confident to participate in research as part of a UX team, 
this course develops your skill set towards UX careers; it’s also useful for 
any writer who creates content as part of their jobs, and wants to know 
how to set up tests to evaluate the usability of various documents. 

Course Description from Catalog 

WRTC 460 Legal Writing 
With Traci Zimmerman  TR 9:35 - 10:50 

Overview: In this class, you’ll be introduced to legal writing via the 
language and structure(s) of the law.  The textbook we will use is one that 
has been used in legal writing courses in law schools. We will spend the 
majority of the time learning some key language and terminology so that 
you are able to better read and understand how legal writing works.   
  
Projects/tasks: You will be doing a lot of practice through exercises and 
working with cases to identify the issue, holding, disposition, facts, rules, 
and policies. The practice will give you exposure to some of the key 
elements of understanding legal writing such as: primary and secondary 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


authority (as well as binding and persuasive sources); precedent and Stare 
Decisis; statutory construction; the common law; and legal rules.   
  
Why you would take it: This course is recommended for students who have 
a real interest in law or in attending law school.  Full disclosure: this isn’t a 
course where you will read and debate the merits of landmark SCOTUS 
cases or dip into true crime podcasts.  It is really about engaging in some 
primary and foundational aspects of legal language and understanding how 
they function in legal practice and forms.  

Course Description from Catalog 

 
WRTC 462 Writing for Government (and national security 
organizations) 
With Seàn McCarthy W 3:30 - 6:00. **10 seats only 

 In this course, you will collaborate with students from Political Science, 
Computer Science, and Mathematics on teams that solve real problems for 
the US government departments of State, Homeland Security, and Defense. 
Throughout, you will practice various business genres as well as learn and 
use design and innovation methods that are used by organizations across 
sectors to solve complex and pressing problems. By instructor permission 
only. 

Course Description from Catalog


WR ELECTIVES                                                                     

WRTC 334 Intro to Popular Writing 
With Heather Comfort MW 5:00 - 6:15 

Overview   
This class is about writing what you love! You will write and workshop your 
own essays and articles about popular culture, like television criticism, 
music reviews, creative nonfiction, and cultural analysis and cultural 
commentary. When you explore multiple writing genres, you become a 
more flexible writer. This will open more doors for you. Employers will 
want to hire you. You want your employers to see that you are a versatile 
writer. You want them to hear the complexity of your voice.  And this class 
is fun and exciting for you and the professor!   
  
  
Projects/tasks    

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


In this class you will have the opportunity to write several publishable 
essays. You will read and discuss texts created by versatile writers who 
write for a wide array of publications. Most importantly, you will have the 
opportunity to write and to workshop your own publishable articles or 
artifacts to add to your professional portfolio.  This class is writing intensive. 
  
   
Why would you take it?  
Writing what I read? Yes please! I’m teaching this class, because this is a 
class I would want to take as an undergraduate student.   

Course Description from Catalog 

WRTC 338: Sound Writing  
With Scott Lunsford TR 12:45 - 2:00 

Overview: Get ready to listen and listen good! In this course, you’ll hone 
your listening skills as a consumer, writer, and producer of audio projects. 
You’ll begin by practicing your own listening: tuning into everyday sounds 
that may escape your attention, and then reflect on them by writing or 
audio recording your impressions. You’ll explore personal and professional 
purposes of sonic environments: how do sonic experiences prompt, 
encourage, facilitate, discourage, or prohibit the ways we communicate, 
navigate our environments, and construct identity? You’ll learn audio 
editing software to boot. 

Projects and tasks: There are three main projects: (1) A Sonic Memoir that 
begins with the sounds of your past, and then you’ll talk about the 
importance of those sounds to you. (2) You’ll produce a Sonic Profile of a 
particular place, event, or person of your choice. For example, think about 
your own advocacy and activism: If you care about the state of climate 
change, is there a particular sonic environment in jeopardy that you might 
profile? If you’re a cyclist, how does sound play a part in riding safety in an 
urban area? (3) Finally, a Sonic Tour: You’ll produce a short audio tour of a 
sonic space. Think of museum tours you might have been on that allow you 
to listen to histories or places, artifacts, and people. 
 
Why you would take it: The skills you’ll learn in this course will add to the 
writing toolbox you carry around throughout other courses in WRTC. 
Podcasts and audio storytelling are all the rage right now, so think about 
how those potential employers brand themselves through audio. Do they? 
Or could they, once they know you’ve got that set of skills?

Course Description from Catalog 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108


WRTC 400: Advanced Editing 
With Cindy Martin TR 11:10 - 12:25 

Overview: This course picks up where Professional Editing leaves off; we’ll 
focus on editing style, content, and design with special consideration given 
to editing for inclusiveness. We’ll also practice some of the essential tasks 
of freelancers, including writing contracts, Memos of Understanding, and 
transmittal letters; using project management software; and establishing 
and communicating fees.  

Projects/Tasks: The main focus is a semester-long team-based project 
working with a community client. Projects range from editing training 
materials to authoring annual reports. We’ll also complete smaller projects 
that introduce editing for accessibility, indexing, and more.  

Why you would take it: This course will prepare students who want to 
freelance after graduation or who want to pursue editing careers in 
publishing, scientific fields, or the public sector. 

Course Description from Catalog


WRTC 433: Animal Rhetorics 
With Alex Parrish TR 2:20 - 3:55 

In this course we will explore the ways various peoples have defined the 
human, as opposed to an animal other. What it is to be a human, a person, 
and an animal is not static; these definitions change over time and across 
cultures. What is universal, though, is the idea of a boundary between 
human and animal, and the ways we define either category helps define 
the other. Rhetorics of the Animal will feature readings from the history of 
rhetoric, biology, biosemiotics, and philosophy. Assignments will include 
creative work, presentation, and a research component.  

Course Description from Catalog 

https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
https://catalog.jmu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=50&poid=21108
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