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Minutes of the Academic Excellence Committee

The Academic Excellence Committee met on Thursday, February 12, 2026, in the Highlands Room of the Festival Conference and Student Center at James Madison University. Jeff Bolander, chairing in place of Nicole Palya Wood, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Present:
Bolander, Jeff
Galati, Tom
Mauck, Joely 
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Absent:
White, Jack
Wood, Nicole Palya

Others:
Blackstone, Bethany, Dean, Honors College
Finney, Sara, Professor, Graduate Psychology
Frana, Phil, Professor, Interdisciplinary Liberal Studies
Greenman, Annie Rose, Student, Independent Scholars major
Kolvoord, Bob, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Linder, Fletcher, Associate Provost and Dean, University Studies
Maxwell, Paula, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum 
Rusak, Nicholas, Student, Biology major
Schaefer, Kate, Student, Assessment and Measurement Doctoral program
Sharifian, Maryam, Associate Professor, Early, Elementary and Reading Education
Thomas, Linda, Dean, The Graduate School
Vidal, George, Associate Professor, Biology
Wild, Autumn, Student, Assessment and Measurement Doctoral program
Approval of Minutes 
On motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Joely Mauck, the Academic Excellence Committee minutes of November 13, 2025, were approved. 
Academic Affairs Divisional Update 
Provost Bob Kolvoord welcomed the committee and began the divisional update with the latest status of the faculty handbook revisions and progress on the core curriculum. He then provided the first of a two-part report on artificial intelligence (AI) in Academic Affairs. He focused on initial findings within the division, and at the next committee meeting will hone in on challenges and possible paths forward. Key findings identified a gap in ethical and critical AI literacy for both faculty and students and consensus that AI should augment and not replace human learning.

Faculty and Student Research Panel
Provost Kolvoord moderated a panel on collaborative research comprised of four faculty/student pairs – two undergraduate and two doctoral. Students provided short summaries of their work, highlighting the practical experience gained through hands-on research. They also shared their motivation for collaborating with a faculty mentor. Faculty discussed the value of collaborating with students in their scholarly work. The panel concluded with questions from the committee.

Research Roundtable with the Deans
Dr. Bethany Blackstone, Dean of the Honors College; Dr. Fletcher Linder, Associate Provost and Dean of University Studies; and Dr. Linda Thomas, Dean of the Graduate School, participated in a roundtable discussion focused on research, scholarship and creative activity. Unlike the deans who participated in previous roundtable discussions, these deans represent non-traditional colleges and have a slightly different perspective. Each dean described how these efforts are reflected within their colleges and disciplines, underscored the value of research for faculty and students, highlighted anticipated research opportunities, and discussed key challenges. The panel concluded with questions from the committee.

Curriculum Updates
Paula Maxwell, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum, presented a curriculum proposal asking for the committee to reaffirm the previously-approved approval for a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) in Dance. The original curriculum proposal was approved by the board in February 2025. After beginning SCHEV’s review process, changes they initiated in their own policies altered the official timeline for proposal consideration. As a result, JMU, along with several over institutions, must have previously-approved proposals re-affirmed.  

On motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Joely Mauck, the committee reaffirmed the original approval of the new Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance.

There being no further business, on the motion of Tom Galati and seconded by Joely Mauck, the Academic Excellence Committee meeting adjourned at 2:29 p.m.

   		Respectfully submitted,  
 							
    Jeff Bolander, Acting Chair 
	
   David Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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