THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
Student Affairs Committee Report
The Student Affairs Committee heard the following reports at the meeting on September 17:
These are the key takeaways from the meeting: 

· The committee considered the guiding question, “How do we help our students become good neighbors?” The discussion focused on the university’s responsibility to prepare students to be responsible citizens, the challenges students experience when transitioning off campus, and the support systems that help students navigate those challenges. 
· Through the continuation of Madison’s Story into sophomore year, the committee followed a student’s transition to off-campus living. The presentation demonstrated that moving off campus is more than a change in residence. It requires students to develop new skills to transition to expanded community responsibility, transportation, academic routines, food preparation, budgeting, independent living, and time management. 
· Tim Miller shared an update on positive student engagement with the Harrisonburg community through service, community-engaged learning, and ongoing partnerships with local organizations and residents. 
· The committee then learned about the work of the Student Resident Affairs Working Group, a collaborative effort between university, city, community, and student representatives focused on addressing student-resident concerns, strengthening communication, and supporting responsible off-campus living. 
· Jessica Abadji, Student Body President, and Gram Sher, Student Representative to the Board of Visitors, shared their perspectives on off-campus living, affordability, the importance of preparing students to be engaged members of the university and local community, and their goals for this year.
· Board Members then joined in conversation with students who have moved off campus and heard about their transitions and the challenges and successes they experienced. We will continue to create these spaces for students to actively engage board members in conversation as we all seek to build an incredible student experience here. 

Mr. Rector, I move the report of the Student Affairs Committee be accepted.  
