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Minutes of the Meeting February 12, 2026

The Governance Committee of the James Madison University Board of Visitors met on Thursday, February 12, 2026 in Meeting Room 1 of the Festival Conference and Student Center.  Carly Fiorina, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.
  					          
                                                                           PRESENT:
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Bolander, Jeff
Fiorina, Carly
Kirkpatrick, David, Liaison
James, Kay Coles
Obenshain, Suzanne, Rector
Rexrode, Dave

ABSENT:
White, Jack, Chair

ALSO PRESENT:
Schmidt, James, President 
Knight, Jack, University Legal Counsel

Approval of Minutes – November 13, 2025
On motion by Jeff Bolander, seconded by Dave Rexrode, the committee approved the minutes of the November 13, 2025 meeting.

Chicago Principles Discussion
The committee reviewed the Chicago Principles, reaffirming JMU’s commitment to freedom of thought and expression on campus.  The board emphasized JMU’s leadership on this issue, highlighting the Madison Center as a national model for civil discourse and civic engagement. Committee asked the university to review its policies to ensure this is reflected at the university level.  

BOV Retreat Planning
The committee discussed BOV Retreat Planning.  The Board of Visitors will hold a 1-day retreat on March 23, 2026. President Schmidt, along with his team, will develop draft schedule for Governance committee’s review.  

Carly Fiorina called for a motion to adjourn. On motion from Dave Rexrode, seconded by Jeff Bolander, the committee voted to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:25pm. 

						    
  Respectfully submitted,


						       ________________________________
						       Carly Fiorina
____________________________________
David C. Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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