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Minutes of the Meeting April 23, 2026

The Governance Committee of the James Madison University Board of Visitors met on Thursday, April 23, 2026 in Meeting Room 1 of the Festival Conference and Student Center.  Suzanne Obenshain, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.
  					          
                                                                           PRESENT:
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 Board of Visitors
August 31, 2011

Kirkpatrick, David, Liaison
James, Kay Coles
Obenshain, Suzanne, Rector, Acting Chair
Rexrode, Dave

ABSENT:
Bolander, Jeff
Fiorina, Carly
White, Jack

ALSO PRESENT:
Schmidt, James, President 
Knight, Jack, University Legal Counsel

Approval of Minutes – February 12, 2026
The minutes from the February 12, 2026 will be approved at a future meeting.

Campus Public Expression Policy Discussion
The committee reviewed the Campus Public Expression Policy, in conversation with JMU staff. The university policy committee reviewed the policy as part of their previously scheduled, standard process and made minor adjustments such as aligning language in the student handbook and adding a map to assist identifying controlled and non-controlled spaces. The committee appreciated the work and that the university is committed to protecting and promoting the freedom of speech guaranteed by the United States Constitution as well as the Constitution of Virginia and applicable Virginia law. The university values creating robust conversation and debate, listening to and learning from opposing views, and growing in understanding as enlightened citizens. 

Discussion of Board Retreat
The committee also discussed the recent Board of Visitors Retreat, affirming the format and content for future consideration. The committee appreciated the open conversation and the ability to share and be sharpened by each other’s ideas. The committee also recognized the alignment of the board with university leadership and the importance of board voices in these strategic conversations. 

On motion from Kay Coles James, seconded by Dave Rexrode, the committee voted to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:23pm. 

						    
  Respectfully submitted,


						     ________________________________
						     Suzanne Obenshain, Acting Chair
 ____________________________________
David C. Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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