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Minutes of the Academic Excellence Committee

The Academic Excellence Committee met on Thursday, April 23, 2026, in the Highlands Room of the Festival Conference and Student Center at James Madison University. Nicole Palya Wood, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.
Present:
Galati, Tom
Obenshain, Suzanne, Rector
Wood, Nicole Palya
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Absent:
Bolander, Jeff 
Mauck, Joely
White, Jack

Others:
Blackstone, Bethany, Dean, Honors College
Brooks, Sarah, Professor, Art History
Kolvoord, Bob, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Maxwell, Paula, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum
McGary, Shane, Associate Professor, Geophysics
Oldmixon, Elizabeth, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and Curriculum
Prins, Sam, Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
Tongen, Anthony, Vice President for Research, Economic Development and Innovation 
Approval of Minutes 
On motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Suzanne Obenshain, the Academic Excellence Committee minutes for February 12, 2026, and March 5, 2026, were approved. 
Academic Affairs Divisional Update 
Interim Provost Bob Kolvoord first welcomed the committee. In the divisional update, he restated seven goals Academic Affairs had set for the academic year and summarized their status, which included completion of four and significant advancement in the three remaining areas. Dr. Kolvoord then continued a discussion on AI begun at the last meeting. He emphasized that Academic Affairs’ priority is to integrate AI throughout the curriculum. Colleges and academic units continue to refine their AI policies and approaches, and the provost’s new special adviser for AI is collaborating with the Center for Faculty Innovation to launch JMU’s first AI Institute for faculty.

General Education Renewal
Co-chairs of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Core Curriculum Dr. Bethany Blackstone, dean of the Honors College, and Dr. Shane McGary, associate professor of Geophysics, reviewed the new core curriculum framework. The framework was approved by instructional faculty, academic administrators, the provost, and the president; it was also endorsed by the Student Government Association (SGA). The co-chairs reviewed the next steps in the implementation process, leading to a Fall 2028 program launch.

Faculty Handbook 2026-2027 Updates
Co-chairs of the Faculty Handbook Committee Dr. Sam Prins, dean of the College of Science and Mathematics, and Dr. Sarah Brooks, professor of Art History, summarized the handbook revision process. They noted the multiple opportunities for faculty from every college to provide feedback. The committee received and thoughtfully considered hundreds of suggestions. The new handbook was approved by the provost, faculty senate speaker, and president. With the board’s approval, it will go into effect on July 1, 2026.

On a motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Suzanne Obenshain, the committee approved the proposed changes to the faculty handbook.

Curriculum Updates
Dr. Paula Maxwell, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum, presented two curriculum proposals for board approval.
 
The first proposal was to establish a new graduate certificate program in Sport Coaching. The program meets the growing need for more qualified coaches in schools and provides desired up-skilling for current coaches. Each cohort of 12-15 will complete the 12-credit program virtually over two summers. The School of Professional and Continuing Education will administer the self-sustaining program. Pending SCHEV approval, the certificate will be effective Summer 2027.

On motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Suzanne Obenshain, the committee approved the new Graduate Certificate in Sport Coaching.

The second proposal was to discontinue the Higher Education Assessment Specialist graduate certificate program. The program’s enrollment has dropped steadily over the past few years. The five enrolled students will have the opportunity to complete the program. No new students will be enrolled beginning in Fall 2026, pending SCHEV approval.

On a motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Suzanne Obenshain, the committee approved discontinuance of the Graduate Certificate in Higher Education Assessment Specialist.

A Conversation with Academic Affairs and REDI about Research and Scholarship
Dr. Bob Kolvoord and Dr. Anthony Tongen discussed research, scholarship, and creative activity in a conversation moderated by Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and Curriculum Dr. Elizabeth Oldmixon. The vice presidents described how research efforts are reflected in their divisions, highlighting their collaboration. Topics included what research support works well, where there are areas for improvement, and what they anticipated as the next stage of research at JMU. They also touched on how research connects to the strategic plan. The conversation concluded with questions from the committee.

There being no further business, on the motion of Tom Galati and seconded by Suzanne Obenshain, the Academic Excellence Committee meeting adjourned at 2:32 p.m.

   		




Respectfully submitted,  
 							
    Nicole Palya Wood, Chair 
	
   David Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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