				                                                                       	 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
THE VISITORS OF JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

Minutes of the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee

The Philanthropy and Engagement Committee met on Thursday, September 17, 2026. Ms. Carly Fiorina, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m.


COMMITTEE
Fiorina, Carly, Chair
Killeen, Jessica
Wood, Nicole Palya
Wynn, Lisa Bryan


OTHERS PRESENT:
Bradley, Miriam, Associate Vice-President for Principal Giving
Brock, Pam, Senior Director for University Marketing
Gilligan, Jeff, Associate Vice President for Donor Relations
Langridge, Nick, Vice President for Philanthropy and Engagement
Latchum, Ann-marie, Executive Advisor to the Vice President of Philanthropy & Engagement
Lovell, Sharon, Dean, College of Health and Behavioral Studies
Luth, Bill, President James Madison University Alumni Association
Moore, Towana, Vice President for Administration and Finance
Perlick, Nick, BWF Zuri Vice President, Campaigns and Fundraising Strategy
Polglase, Paula, Director of the Alumni Relations
Rexrode, David, Rector, James Madison University Board of Visitors
Risch Mott, Karen, Assistant Vice President for Constituent Engagement
Sander, Meg, University Legal Council
Schmidt, James, President, James Madison University
Short, Craig, Associate Vice President for Development
Smith, Sheila, Senior Associate Vice President for Philanthropic Operations
Thomas, Dillon, Assistant Athletic Director for Donor Experiences
Walther, Anne, Associate University Counsel, Assistant Attorney General


APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the April 23, 2026 meeting were brought before the committee and approved by a motion from Nicole Palya Wood, seconded by Lisa Wynn Bryan.

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND BEHAVIORAL STUDIES
Towana Moore, Sharon Lovell, and Craig Short described the opportunity for donors to make meaningful gifts by naming spaces within the CHBS building, creating a lasting connection between philanthropy and the students, faculty, and programs that use these spaces.  These gifts would provide essential support for the equipment, technology and furnishings needed to ensure the building remains a state-of-the-art learning and collaborative environment.  The discussion also highlighted the importance of sustainable giving, with an emphasis on establishing ongoing philanthropic support that can replace, upgrade, and maintain these resources as technology and educational needs evolve.  In this way, named-space gifts can serve not only as a lasting tribute to donors but also as a continuing investment in the functionality, innovation, and long-term success of the CHBS building.

VICE PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
Nick Langridge shared that the team has set its sights high for FY27, establishing and inspiring philanthropy goal of $50 million.  This ambitious target represents a significant increase from the organizations previous three-year rolling average of approximately $30 million annually and reflects the team’s commitment to advancing philanthropic support and making a meaningful impact in the year ahead.

FUNDRAISING REPORT
Dillon Thomas shared that Athletics had a record-breaking year in FY26 with a total of $9.49M given and 12,657 donors. For FY27 the overall giving is at $904K with a donor total of 7,324.  Dillon also shared two upcoming events with the committee, Friday Night Flights will be on October 16, 2026 and Diggin’ Dukes, the athletics annual day of giving, is on October 20, 2026.

Jeff Gilligan reported a strong close to FY26 with $29.3M given.  Giving is off to a fantastic start in the new fiscal year, through September 15, 2026 we have committed funds raised to date of $10.6 million compared to $4.2M at the same time last year.   

DUKES HOLDING DOORS
Bill Luth, president of the James Madison University Alumni Association Board attended the committee meeting to share how the alumni association can remain aligned with the Madison Promise Strategic Plan.

CLOSED SESSION
During the closed session, the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee discussed only matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only those types of matters identified in the motion for closed session.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.


						Respectfully submitted,


						_________________________________
						Carly Fiorina, Chair


___________________________________
David Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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