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THE VISITORS OF JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

Minutes of the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee

The Philanthropy and Engagement Committee met on Thursday, April 23, 2026. Mr. Michael Stoltzfus called the meeting to order at 2:46 p.m.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Edwards, Terrie
Obenshain, Suzanne, Rector of the Board
Stoltzfus, Michael (Chair)
Wood, Nicole Palya

ABSENT:
Fiorina, Carly
Mauck, Joely

OTHERS PRESENT:
Bradley, Miriam, Associate Vice-President for Principal Giving
Brock, Pam, Senior Director for University Marketing
Coleman, Warren, President and CEO JMU Foundation
Fravel, Liz, Interim Director of the Office of Annual Giving
Funkhouser, Savanna, Associate Director, Government Relations
Gilligan, Jeff, Associate Vice President for Donor Relations
Langridge, Nick, Vice President for Philanthropy and Engagement
Latchum, Ann-Marie, Executive Advisor to the Vice President of Philanthropy & Engagement
Sander, Meg, University Legal Council
Smith, Sheila, Senior Associate Vice President for Philanthropic Operations

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the February 12, 2026 and March 9, 2026 meetings were brought before the committee and approved by a motion from Terrie Edwards, seconded by Nicole Palya Wood.

FUNDRAISING REPORT
Sean Gordon shared that total athletics giving for FY26 is $5.8M with a donor total of 9,832.
Jeff Gilligan reported through April 6, 2026 we have committed funds raised to date of $21.1 million for FY26.   Our gift expectancies, primarily from wills and charitable bequests, is very strong at $7.1 million. 
The future pipeline holds 482 major gifts in cultivation totaling $171.6M and 113 solicitations for $65.4M.  To date there are 92 closed major gifts for $18.4M.
VICE PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
Nick Langridge shared that even after the successful presidential listening tour this Fall, momentum in philanthropy continues to build with a fantastic slate of spring events since the last board meeting. Record numbers at our Stewardship Luncheon and Alumni Awards Gala were also followed by a successful Madison Trust, Women and Madison Rally, Valley Scholars Donor event, and Founders Network Launch. We also debuted a new Madison Promise Fund to fuel the President’s broader vision and introduced “Maddie”, our first virtual engagement officer powered by “advanced” intelligence.  Notably at the Madison Trust event on March 13, 2026 the 100% funding rate signals strength of pipeline: All 10 projects received philanthropic investment, generating $112K+ in a single event and demonstrating both quality of ideas and donor confidence in JMU innovation. 

GIVING DAY
Liz Fravel told the committee that Annual Giving at JMU is up in both dollars and donors, which bucks the national trend of declining donor counts. On March 26, 2026, JMU held its tenth Giving Day, setting a record amount in contributions. 

CLOSED SESSION
During the closed session, the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee discussed only matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only those types of matters identified in the motion for closed session.

The meeting adjourned at 4:03 p.m.


						Respectfully submitted,


						_________________________________
						Suzanne Obenshain, Chair


_________________________________
David Kirkpatrick
Secretary to the Board
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