				                                                                       	 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
THE VISITORS OF JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

Minutes of the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee

The Philanthropy and Engagement Committee met on Thursday, November 13, 2025. Mr. Michael Stoltzfus, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m.

 PRESENT:
Edwards, Terrie
Fiorina, Carly 
Mauck, Joely
Stoltzfus, Michael (Chair)
Wood, Nicole Palya

OTHERS PRESENT:
Bradley, Miriam, Associate Vice-President for Principal Giving
Brock, Pam, Senior Director for University Marketing
Coleman, Warren, President and CEO JMU Foundation
Gilligan, Jeff, Associate Vice President for Development
Gordon, Sean, Senior Athletic Development Officer
Kiser, Diana, Senior Associate Director, Strategic Gifts
Langridge, Nick, Vice President for Philanthropy and Engagement
O’Donoghue, Martin, Senior Director of Prospect Development
Perrine, Andy, Associate Vice President for Marketing and Branding
Sajko, Whitney, Senior Director for Donor Relations
Smith, Sheila, Associate Vice President for Advancement Planning and Operations
Snyder, Sara, Associate Professor, Damico Endowed Chair
Wood, Melinda, Vice President for Access and Enrollment
Yeager, Kyle, Senior Associate Director of Development

ALSO PRESENT:
Student Panel from the Department of Special Education
Cole, Cristina ‘26
Gray, Ellie ‘26
Haggerty, Connor ‘26
Kock, Claire ‘26
Nikki Raslowsky ‘26

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the September 18, 2025 meeting were brought before the committee and approved as presented on a motion by Terrie Edwards, seconded by Carly Fiorina. 

FUNDRAISING REPORT
Sean Gordon shared that the athletics annual fund is well above last year’s total at $944K, total athletics giving for FY26 is $1.5M with a donor total of 6,619.
Jeff Gilligan reported that university-wide giving through November 7, 2025, has recorded $7.4M in donations in FY26.   Our Gift Expectancies (below the line gifts) for the new fiscal year are at $3.7M.  The pipeline holds 409 gifts in cultivation for $78.5 million and 173 solicitations for $47.5 million.  To date there are 61 Closed Major Gifts for $4.5 million

VICE PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
Nick Langridge reported that in partnership with the College of Business, the Principal Giving team hosted JMU’s inaugural Family Business Symposium on Friday, November 7. The event brought together 28 leaders from successful, multi-generational family businesses - many accompanied by a current JMU student - to discuss succession planning, core values, and developing the next generation of leaders. Participants represented generations one through five, with businesses spanning energy, hospitality, real estate, and more.

In addition to the Presidential Tour event totals that were shared in the full board it was noted that the president has been introduced to and shared vision with 141 individual business leaders and donors up and down the east coast.

THE POWER OF SCHOLARSHIP
Damico Endowed Chair, Professor of Special Education, Sara Snyder and five students from the Department of Special Education shared their experiences of receiving a scholarship and how it impacted their JMU experience and life path.

SCHOLARSHIP GIVING
Melinda Wood presented about the demographic changes on the horizon with the enrollment cliff.  Nick Langridge then shared about a focused near-term scholarship campaign that would seek to award 50 students with four-year renewable scholarship awards during the seven most challenging years of the enrollment cliff. This would support 350 students in total and would seek $10 million in private philanthropy to achieve its aim.

PRESIDENTIAL TOUR UPDATE
Whitney Sajko and Pam Brock updated the Philanthropy and Engagement Committee about the Presidential Tour.  Sharing that we have sent 41 emails, 858 individuals have attended events, 336 registrant questions were submitted, we have had 55 strategic plan survey responses from alumni and more than 8,000 Presidential Tour page views.

The meeting adjourned at 4:13 p.m.


						Respectfully submitted,


						_________________________________
						Michael Stoltzfus, Chair


  _________________________________
David Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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