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Minutes of the Academic Excellence Committee

The Academic Excellence Committee met on Thursday, November 13, 2025, in the Highlands Room of the Festival Conference and Student Center at James Madison University. Nicole Palya Wood, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.

Present:
Bolander, Jeff
Galati, Tom
Mauck, Joely 
Wood, Nicole Palya
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Absent:
White, Jack

Others:
Atav, Gizem, Associate Professor, Marketing
Busing, Mike, Dean, College of Business
Erdman, Jori, Professor, Architectural Design
Graciani, Rubén, Dean, College of Visual and Performing Arts
Kolvoord, Bob, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Maxwell, Paula, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum 
Pili, Giangiuseppe, Assistant Professor, Intelligence Analysis
Nowviskie, Bethany, Dean, JMU Libraries
Oldmixon, Elizabeth, Vice Provost, Faculty Affairs and Curriculum
Ott Walter, Kathy, Speaker, Faculty Senate
Rickwalder, Samantha, Intelligence Analysis major
Smith, Mac, Architectural Design and Art major
Tang, Jeff, Interim Dean, College of Integrated Science and Engineering
Tribby, Morgan, Business Management and Marketing major

Approval of Minutes 
On motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Jeff Bolander, the Academic Excellence Committee minutes of September 18, 2025, were approved. 
Academic Affairs Divisional Update 
Provost Bob Kolvoord welcomed the committee. His divisional update highlighted several Academic Affairs priorities, including cross-divisional work around AI and updates to the Core Curriculum. The provost then reiterated this year’s AEC focus on research and scholarly/creative activities and the ways this work keeps faculty current in their disciplines and with technology, contributes to their teaching, and increases opportunities for students. 

Faculty and Student Research Vignettes
Provost Kolvoord moderated a panel on collaborative research, which included three student and faculty pairs. Students provided lightning talks on their topics, highlighting how they gained practical experience through hands-on research. Each student then shared what motivated them to connect with a faculty member to do research, and their faculty members discussed the advantages of engaging students in scholarly work. The panel concluded with questions from the committee.

Research Roundtable with the Deans
Dr. Mike Busing, Dean of the College of Business; Rubén Graciani, Dean of the College of Visual and Performing Arts; Dr. Bethany Nowviskie, Dean of the JMU Libraries; and Dr. Jeff Tang, Interim Dean of the College of Integrated Science and Engineering, participated in a roundtable discussion centered on research and scholarly/creative activities. Deans discussed how these efforts are reflected within their respective colleges and areas, emphasized their value for faculty and students, and provided anticipated research opportunities and challenges. The panel concluded with questions from the committee.

Curriculum Updates
Dr. Paula Maxwell, Associate Vice Provost for Curriculum, presented two curriculum proposals for committee approval. Both were discontinuations of existing degree programs that have no enrolled students and have been replaced by more relevant offerings. Pending board and SCHEV approval, both degree programs will be removed from the SCHEV and JMU inventories. These actions were included in the Six-Year Plan as part of realigning academic program offerings.

The first request was for the discontinuance of the Master of Science/Master of Science in Education (MS/MSEd) Degree in Health (Teacher) Education. The committee heard that there was no need for a teach-out based on zero current enrollment.

On motion by Jeff Bolander and seconded by Tom Galati, the committee unanimously approved the discontinuance of the Master of Science/Master of Science in Education (MS/MSEd) Degree in Health (Teacher) Education. 

The second proposal was for the discontinuance of the Bachelor of Science (BS) Degree in Athletic Training. The committee had previously approved a Master of Science in Athletic Training (MSAT) as accreditation changes required a master’s degree for entry to the profession.

On a motion by Tom Galati and seconded by Joely Mauck, the committee unanimously approved the discontinuance of the Bachelor of Science (BS) Degree in Athletic Training. 

Faculty Handbook Review Process
Dr. Elizabeth Oldmixon, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs and Curriculum, updated the committee on the comprehensive Faculty Handbook revision process and completion timeline. The handbook is updated annually by a small committee of faculty and administrators; faculty feedback is solicited twice in the process. This year, the comprehensive Faculty Handbook Committee underwent an18-month revision process included representation from each college and three opportunities for faculty review and feedback. This committee will provide their final draft to the president, provost, and senate speaker. Provost Kolvoord and the committee chair are developing a timeline that allows the Academic Excellence Committee members to receive a copy for review well in advance of the April meeting, when the board will review and vote. Provost Kolvoord and Faculty Senate Speaker Kathy Ott Walter shared their support for this process and timeline. 

There being no further business, on the motion of Jeff Bolander and seconded by Tom Galati, the Academic Excellence Committee meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

   Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nicole Palya Wood, Chair 
 

David Kirkpatrick, Secretary to the Board
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