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Honors Core Course  
Every student will participate in the Core Course each day.   
  
Frankenstein and its Progeny 
Dr. Shannon Conley-Phillips (Associate Professor, School of Integrated Sciences) 
Dr. Michael Klein (Associate Professor, Writing, Rhetoric and Technical Communication; Director of the Cohen 
Center for the Humanities) 
What can an analysis of Mary Shelley’s 1818 novel Frankenstein teach us about our attitudes toward today’s 
technologies? We’ll use Shelley’s story and other books and movies to think about three current technologies: 
assisted reproduction, genetic enhancement and artificial intelligence. We’ll discover a variety of ways that 
elements of popular culture reflect human attitudes about technologies that change the body. Together, we’ll 
explore our own assumptions about what it means to be human in a technical society.  
 

Subject Area Courses  
Offered twice each day during the week for 90-minutes. Students will choose a selection of classes that fit their  
interests and goals.  
  
Philosophy & Religion – God on the Defensive?   
Dr. Mark Piper   
I begin my presentation by noting that religious 
belief has been becoming less popular, especially in 
the last few decades. I then consider a variety of 
philosophical reasons for why this might be the 
case. I hope that the presentation results in an 
engaging and robust discussion of the philosophical 
arguments for and against belief in God. 
 
Psychology - Decision Making 101 
Dr. Daniel Holt 
We will explore well-established factors that 
influence our everyday choice behaviors as they 
relate to the ideas of self-control and impulsivity. 
We will end the session with a focus on strategies 
we can all easily employ to improve our longer-term 
success in virtually any aspect of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Political Science - Identity vs. Democracy: 
Competing Visions of the Post-Cold War World 
Dr. John Hulsey 
The 20th Century was dominated by ideological 
contests on a global scale, but how do we 
understand geopolitics since the end of the Cold 
War? We'll discuss some of the big ideas and 
evaluate for ourselves which ideas do the most to 
explain the most important events of the last 30 
years. 
 
Conspiracy Theories 
Dr. Michael Davis 
This session will explore the creation and 
propagation of conspiracy theories in the United 
States. In addition to looking at some of the most 
popular theories, we will also examine who is most 
likely to believe conspiracy theories and why they 
hold those beliefs. Students will be asked to 
examine why they hold the opinions that they do 
and what evidence would need to be presented in 
order to make them alter their existing attitudes. 
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Gender and Sustainable Science 
Dr. Alysia Davis 
Every day, recognition of the importance of 
women’s participation in science grows. This session 
will explore how science benefits from various types 
of diversity, including scientific discipline, work 
experience, gender, ethnicity, and nationality. We’ll 
dive into why gender diversity matters for scientific 
discovery and how to maximize its benefits. 
 
Health Sciences – Sexuality 
Dr. Katherine Ott Walter  
This session will introduce students to sexual health, 
safer sex, and healthy relationships in college.  
  
Economics – Money, Debt, and Higher Education   
Dr. Andre Neveu   
Debt plays an important role in our modern 
economy. Have you ever wondered how money 
came about or what it means? Is our government on 
the edge of bankruptcy? Does one always have to 
repay their debts? We will explore these questions 
and more in this short-form course designed to 
introduce you to the concepts of money, banking, 
and credit. These ideas will be applied to a short 
advocacy exercise related to higher education, 
tuition, and student loan debt. While you can 
probably see how money and debt play an obvious 
and important role in economics and finance, they 
also play a key role in the study of politics, 
psychology, literature, and art. We invite you to 
come learn a little about how money and finance 
affect your world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biology— How do Neurons in the Brain 
Communicate? 
Dr. Corey Cleland  
The class will explore how neurons, the cells of the 
brain, communicate with each other. Through 
comparison to digital electronics, students will learn 
how brains can process sensory and motor 
information rapidly and effectively. Hands-on 
activities will include: 1) conducting experiments on 
the cockroach leg to see and hear actual action 
potentials, which are the digital messages neurons 
use to communicate, 2) recording the electrical 
activity of muscles in our own body, and 3) using 
our muscle electrical activity to control a 
mechanical hand. 
  
Sport Management – What Do You Think When 
You Think Sport and Recreation? 
Dr. Emeka Anaza   
This session introduces the foundational areas of 
both the sport and recreation industries. The 
session will include activities that introduce the 
students to me, my values, and how these have 
shaped my career choices. The purpose for doing 
this is for students to perceive sport and recreation 
as a potential career path. 
 
Political Science – Religion and Politics 
Dr. Martin Cohen  
They say religion and politics are two things you 
don’t discuss in polite company. Well, I teach a 
whole class on them and today we will explore the 
two subjects through a combination of lecture, 
group discussion, and group presentations. Our 
focus today will be on the Free Exercise Clause, 
which can be found in the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. We will be analyzing 
several Supreme Court cases that have established 
controversial rules and regulations regarding how 
we as a people are allowed to practice our religious 
beliefs. 
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Communication Studies – What does it mean to be 
White? 
Dr. Jennifer PeeksMease  
While it is tempting to think of race only through 
the lens of individual identities and personal 
experiences and choices, race also functions in ways 
that are beyond our awareness or control. It 
influences how people treat us, what forms of 
knowledge we are taught or exposed to, and how 
we select and interpret information. Acknowledging 
this is particularly important for those who identify 
as white, because we are seldom taught to see the 
ways that racial privilege influences and shapes 
white experiences. In this workshop we'll explore 
the ways racial privilege systemically influences 
those who identify as white and how individuals can 
respond to that system to reshape society and 
redefine individual white identities.  
 
Computer Science – Python Programming 
Dr. Chris Mayfield  
Discover a new world of creativity and fun with 
computer programming. Using Python code, you 
and a partner will program Finch robots to do a 
dance, avoid obstacles, and react to light. We will 
sharpen your problem-solving skills and introduce 
you to the basic building blocks of computing. Come 
see why Python is the most popular language for 
teaching introductory computer science at top-
ranked universities. No experience necessary... 
anyone can learn! 
  
History - Women, Gender, and Fascism 
Dr. Jessica Davidson 
This talk introduces students to a historical 
definition of fascism in the context of Germany, 
Italy, and Spain in the 1930s. It will also explain the 
concepts of gender and sex and how fascism both 
included and excluded women.  This discussion will 
explore the mixed messages sent to women by a 

modern movement with a reactionary and 
conservative agenda.  
 
Time Management, Eat the Frog and Eat the Pizza 
Neil Marrin 
Time Management is a real challenge for high 
school students but even more so for students 
when they start college. Participants will learn tricks 
and tools to better manage their time. Managing 
your time well will make you more effective and 
successful - no matter your major - and can make 
your life less stressful. 
 
Global Citizenship through Self, Others, and the 
Larger World 
Dr. Felix Wang 
This session explores the concept of global 
citizenship by examining interactions with the self, 
others and the larger world. Students will have the 
opportunity to identify how our worldviews are 
shaped by beliefs and values that are influenced by 
our environment. Students will participate in 
activities and dialogues on the construct of global 
identity and citizenship. 
 
Being Human in an Age of AI 
Phil Frana 
In this short course, we will be delving into ideas, 
enthusiasms, and anxieties related to the computer 
as a spiritual companion. Questions about artificial 
intelligence and humanity are increasingly common 
in contemporary literature on the history and 
philosophy of religion, ethics, and theology of 
artificial intelligence, and the Technological 
Singularity. Are there religious and spiritual 
motivations behind robotics research? Is the idea of 
artificial intelligence anti-human? As machines 
become more like people, do people become more 
like gods … or servants? 
 


