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College of Arts and Letters

• Offers a broad liberal arts education that connects students with the 
community and the world and provides the tools for success in the 21st

century workplace
 Develops oral and written communication, problem-solving, research, and 

creative thinking skills
 Blends a small liberal arts college experience with the diverse opportunities 

provided by a large comprehensive university—including hands-on mentoring 
from a faculty dedicated to teaching and advancing scholarship



Overview of the College



By the Numbers

3,500 students
265 faculty members

• 78% with a terminal degree
• 49% women/51% men
• 25% from underrepresented 

populations

10 academic departments
60+ minors
Two pre-professional programs: pre-
law & pre-theology



Areas of Study

Anthropology and Sociology
Communication Studies
English
Foreign Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
Justice Studies 
History 
Political Science, International Affairs, & Public Policy and Administration
Media Arts and Design
Philosophy and Religion
Writing, Rhetoric and Technical Communication



Opportunities for
Engaged Learning



Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Opportunities to work closely with 
faculty members on research projects

Nearly 20% of CAL majors present at 
local, regional, or national 
conferences, including the National 
Conference for Undergraduate 
Research

CAL supports the MadRush
undergraduate research conference



Innovative Courses

“Innovating the Archives”
ENG 302/GRAPH 392/HON 300/WRTC 328

“Community Innovations”
IPE 490 (Sec 3)/PPA 483/WRTC 328

“Hacking for Defense”
ENGR 498, POSC 361



Study Abroad & Internships



Student Clubs and Organizations

Student Media (Breeze, Bluestone, Gardy 
Loo) 
Simulations (International Model African 
Union, Model European Union, Moot 
Court)
Debate and speech teams
Disciplinary Clubs (SMAD Club, Advertising 
Club, Rhetoric Society of America Society 
for Technical Communication , Public 
Relations Student Society of America, 
Public Affairs Student Organization)
Honorary fraternities 



Student Clubs and Organizations
Honorary fraternities 

 Phi Beta Kappa
 Phi Kappa Phi
 Sigma Tau Delta (English)
 Phi Sigma Iota, Sigma Delta Pi 

(Foreign Languages)
 Phi Alpha Theta (History)
 Phi Sigma Tau (Philosophy)
 Theta Alpha Kappa (Religion)
 Alpha Kappa Delta (Sociology)
 Lambda Alpha (Anthropology)



Liberal Arts in the
Working World



Alumni Profile

 Sawyer Hackett ('14)
 Deputy national press secretary to 

2020 Democratic presidential 
candidate Julián Castro
 Major: Political Science



Alumni Profile

 Sarah Delia (‘12)
 Award-winning reporter and podcast 

host for "She Says" on WFAE, 
Charlotte, NC's NPR news source
 Major: English, Art History



Alumni Profile

 Nanfei Liu ('17)
 Social Media Manager at James 

Madison University
 Major: Communication Studies 

(Public Relations)



Alumni Engagement

CAL Career Conference
Disciplinary specific career 
engagement

• SMAD Day
• Political Science Alumni Day



Skills that Matter
Forbes recently ran the following list of most important job skills for students 
heading in to the work force. The 10 skills employers say they seek, in order of 
importance:
1. Ability to work in a team
2. Ability to make decisions and solve problems
3. Ability to plan, organize and prioritize work
4. Ability to communicate verbally with people inside and outside an organization
5. Ability to obtain and process information
6. Ability to analyze quantitative data
7. Technical knowledge related to the job
8. Proficiency with computer software programs
9. Ability to create and/or edit written reports
10. Ability to sell and influence others




Career Outcomes



Welcome to the
College on the Quad!

Questions?
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