
MUS 480: Advanced Seminar in Musicological Topics  

Current and Upcoming Topics 
               

 
Fall 2022  Improvisation in World Cultures     Instructor: Connell 

An examination of musical improvisation within various global traditions, including 
(but not limited to) jazz, Indian ragas, Arabic maqam, Brazilian embolada, Baroque 
performance practice, the blues, and aleatoric music. In addition to readings and 
discussions on select musical cultures, students will create and participate in a 
variety of improvisational games and compositions. 

 
Spring 2023 Underrepresented Composers and Works in the 19th and 

20th Centuries         Instructor: Speare 
Why have some composers been canonized and others marginalized? There are 
many reasons that have nothing to do with how valuable a composer’s works are. 
For example, race, gender, or simply a composer’s concentration on a genre that is 
only touched upon (if at all) in textbooks.  In this seminar, we will study the concepts 
of canon and marginalization through readings and examine some lesser-known 
composers/works from the 19th and 20th centuries. Students will undertake a research 
project in which they will champion a lesser-known composer. 
 

Fall 2023  Music and the Environment     Instructor: Aponte 
This seminar draws from interdisciplinary scholarly work in the growing field of 
ecomusicology.  The focus will be on a series of case studies on music and the 
natural world. We will discuss how some particular ethnic groups (i.e. Native-
Americans), classical composers (i.e. Oliver Messiaen), and cultural organizations 
(i.e. Kodo Taiko Ensemble), have developed musical practices and languages that 
are deeply rooted in the natural world.  
 

Spring 2024  Issues in Historically Informed Performance  
 Instructor: Gibson 

An introduction to issues in the historically informed performance of music, focusing 
on music of the Baroque era. We will focus on 1) techniques and practices drawn 
from primary sources and recent research (for example, vocal and instrumental 
ornamentation, tuning/temperament, instrumentation, etc.); and 2) the idea of 
authenticity and the aesthetics of historically-informed performance. 

 
 

• MUS 480 Seminars are open to all music majors. Consult the JMU Undergraduate 
Catalog and the School of Music Undergraduate Studies Handbook for the requirements 
of your degree track and concentration. 

• Address any questions to Profs. Aponte, Connell, Gibson, or Speare 
• Feel free to contact relevant faculty members with suggestions for seminar topics you 

would like to see offered 
• We will make every effort to adhere to what appears above, but topics may 

occasionally change  


