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Program 

 

 

Danzon no. 1                           Arturo Márquez 

(b. 1950) 

 

 

 

Romanian Folk Dances, Sz. 68                                                Béla Bartók 

(1881-1945) 

I. Jocul cu bâtă (Stick Dance) 

II. Brâul (Sash Dance) 

III. Pe loc (In One Spot) 

IV. Buciumeana (Dance from Bucsum) 

V. Poarga Românească (Romanian Polka) 

VI. Mărunțel (Fast Dance) 

 

 

 

Sinfonia Concertante in E-flat major                        Wolfgang A. Mozart 

(1756-1791) 

II.         Andante 

III.       Presto 

Dr. Wanchi Huang, violin 

Dr. Diana Phoenix-Neal, viola 

 

 

 

Symphony no. 3                                                                  Louise Farrenc                                                   

(1804-1875) 

I.  Adagio - Allegro 

II.  Adagio cantabile  

III.         Scherzo 

 
 
 



Biographies 

 

Dr. Wanchi Huang studied both piano and violin 

as a child in her native Taiwan. Though she had 

won several youth piano competitions as a child, 

she opted to concentrate on the violin “because I 

could take the violin anywhere I wanted.” She 

chose well.  

At just age 14, she made her solo debut with the 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra under the 

direction of Catherine Comet. Huang is currently 

Professor of Violin at James Madison University School of Music and 

contributes to the community as concertmaster of the Waynesboro Symphony. 

Her previous albums include those devoted to the complete Sonatas of Eugène 

Ysaÿe, to the Partitas and Sonatas of J.S. Bach for unaccompanied violin, and to 

music by William Walton and Benjamin Britten in a collaboration with 

longtime friend and pianist Robert Koenig. These are on the Centaur Records 

label and have all received excellent reviews. “. . . her incisive technique and an 

exceptionally rich and beautiful tone. . .” by Phil's Classical Reviews, Audio 

Video Club of Atlanta. Her most recent album, Imagining Worlds: Music for 

Solo Violin by living composers will be released by Parma Music in January, 

2024. 

Wanchi is an active performer in chamber music, solo recitals, and as a soloist 

with regional orchestras throughout North America and Asia, at venues 

including Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Curtis on Tour, and 

numerous music festivals, such as at the Aspen Music Festival, Banff Centre for 

the Arts, Bay View Music Festival, Carolina Chamber Music, Black Hills 

Chamber Music in South Dakoda, Garth Newel Music Center, and others. 

Wanchi joined Heifetz Institute faculty since the Summer of 2023 and has been 

a strings adjudicator for various international and national competitions, 

including Hudson Philharmonic Strings National Competition and Guanya 

International Violin Competition in Cheng Du, China. As an educator, she 

presented numerous times at ASTA National Conferences and has given many 

violin masterclasses internationally, as well as adjudicating at the Hong Kong 

Music Schools Festival. Many of her students are now successful arts 

administrators, educators, and performers. 

She holds B.M. from The Curtis Institute of Music, MM. The Juilliard School, 

and DMA from Indiana University (Bloomington). She plays a modern 

American violin made in 2003 by Feng Jiang of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 



Biographies - continued 

 

Violist Diane Phoenix-Neal enjoys a vibrant 

teaching and performing career. She performs 

nationally and internationally as a collaborative 

chamber musician and as a soloist, and her 

performances have taken her to concert venues 

and music festivals throughout the world to four 

continents, including performances at Carnegie 

Hall, Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, Banff 

Centre, Bowdoin International Music Festival and 

the festivals of Evian and Spoleto. In France, she 

served as both the principal solo violist of Orchestre de Picardie and as violist 

of Quatuor Joachim. Her sound is described as “rich and sumptuous,” and 

“priceless as it was memorable” (Cultural Voice of North Carolina), and she is a 

longstanding principal performer and soloist with the Shenandoah Valley Bach 

Festival as well as a collaborative performing artist and faculty member with 

the Eastern Music Festival.  

Originally from North Carolina, she received her training from the Juilliard 

School as a student of William Lincer and the Juilliard Quartet, from the 

University of North Carolina School of the Arts, and received her Doctor of 

Musical Arts degree from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 

after a ten-year career as a performer and teacher in Portugal and France. An 

active member of the American Viola Society, she is passionate about teaching 

and exploring the broad kaleidoscope of viola repertoire to perform and 

introduce to her students.   

A champion of new music for viola and of music by underrepresented 

composers, her recitals and commissioning projects featuring contemporary 

music for viola have been featured at James Madison University’s 

Contemporary Music Festivals, the Northwestern University New Music 

Conference, the University of Wyoming, International Viola Congresses in 

Australia (IVC 35) and Poland (IVC 41 in and IVC 43), in the Music by 

Women Festival and the 50th Anniversary American Viola Society 

Festival. Her recent CD When the Spirit Sings, in collaboration with the 

chamber group Musica Harmonia, features the chamber music of Gwyneth 

Walker and explores American spiritual melodies and themes.  

 

 

Biographies - continued 



 
Dalton M. Guin, a native of Erwin, North Carolina, began his musical life at 

home, with a family that loved music, and in the choir loft of a Southern Baptist 

church. He has performed with instrumental and 

vocal groups across North America and the Pacific 

as both conductor and hornist. He holds a 

Bachelor's in Horn Performance and Master's in 

Instrumental Conducting, both from the 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Dalton is currently pursuing a Doctor of Musical 

Arts degree in Orchestral Conducting, Pedagogy, 

and Literature from James Madison University in 

Virginia, where he studies with Dr. Kira 

Omelchenko. 

 

 

Noelle Singleton began her doctoral studies in orchestral conducting, 
pedagogy, and literature at James Madison University in August 2025. She is a 

conductor of the JMU Chamber Orchestra, an 
assistant conductor of the JMU Symphony, and 
was music director of the recent JMU Opera 
production of Poulenc’s Dialogues of the 
Carmelites. Prior to her DMA studies, she held a 
one-year faculty appointment at Brigham 
Young University –Idaho conducting their 
University Orchestra and teaching violin. She 
holds a MM in orchestral conducting and BM in 
music education. Singleton is a champion for 
female composers, promoting orchestral 

compositions both on and off the stage. Her research, teaching, and 
performance has highlighted the works of Augusta Holmès Amy Beach, and 
Florence Price. She is native to Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
 

 



JMU Chamber Orchestra Personnel 
 
Dalton Guin and Noelle Singleton, conductors 
Zoe Lovelace, librarian 
 
 
 
Flute 
Michael Discenza 
Gaby Bryson 
 
Oboe 
Kayn Goetz 
Jasper Dirks 
 
Clarinet 
Liam Wagner 
Ella Fretz 
 
Saxophone 
Adam Army 
 
Bassoon 
Charlie Andress 
Kaylee McIsaac 
 
French Horn 
Anthony Burnett 
Riley Truong 
 
Trumpet 
Natasha Myers 

 
to Eye 
Violin I 
Anthony Parone 
Gisella Pons 
Zike Qi 
 
Violin II 
Gina Bretz 
Hezekiah Tucker 
Mikayla Lao 
 
Viola 
Emma Marie Thomas 
Rose Guevara 
Erin Williams 
Sunny Robertello 
 
Cello 
Theron Rath 
Matty Kent 
Natalie Fredeen 
 
Bass 
Andrew Cravens 
 

 
Trombone 
Brett Eye 
 
Harp 
Dr. Annie Savage 
 
Percussion 
Lizbeth Stephan 
Benjamin Domanski 
 
Piano 
Ryan Walker 
 
 
 



 

Music and You 

How you can make a difference! 

 

he JMU School of Music educates 

the most talented students from around the world to shape the fabric of society.  

 

contributing to the Music Scholarship Fund at James 

Madison University. 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________ City: _________________State: ____ Zip: ________ 
Amount: $ ____________________________________ 
 

I would like to support the following foundation account:  
 

   Music General Scholarship Fund #15600 
 

Make checks payable to JMU Foundation and send to: 
Advancement Gifts and Records, James Madison University 
220 University Boulevard, MSC 3603 
Harrisonburg, VA 22807                www.jmu.edu/give 

Friends of the Arts and Design 
Thanks to our generous Friends of the Arts and Design scholarship donors whose 

support allows our students to continue to create, perform, and inspire. 

Arts and Design Hero ($5,000+) 
James McHone Jewelry • Ann & Mark Siciliano 

Arts and Design Champion ($1,500 - $4,999) 
Rubén Graciani & Matt Pardo • Hotel Madison • Kathy Moran Wealth Group 

Mack & Towana Moore • Shannon Tierney 

Arts and Design Advocate ($500 - $1,499) 
Beth and Jim Cahill • Nancy Davis •  

Matthew Duffy & Christine Jimenez-Duffy • Energy Windows LLC 
Jonathan Fox • Holly Haney and Bob Kolvoord • Matchbox Realty 

Barbara & William Mayo • Ron Pugh • Scott & Wren Stevens 
Matthew & Sarah Von Schuch 

Arts and Design Ally ($250 - $499) 
Paul Ackerman & Weldon Bagwell • John Allemeier • Elizabeth Alspaugh 

Jerry Benson & Martha Ross • Stephen Bolstad & Stephanie Wasta 
Robert & Suzanne Bothamley • Jared & Jenny Burden 

David & Jennifer Campfield • Jennifer Copeland • Myron Dickerson 
Len & Miriam Discenza • Rhonda Dolan • Hillary Ellis 

Joe & Rose Estock • Bob & Linda Failes • Johnny & Phyllis Garber 
Quillon Hall & Karin Tollefson-Hall • Holly Haney & Bob Kolvoord 

George & Marilou Johnson • Jamie & Tim Miller 
John Keightley & Tammy Mannarino • Brenda & Ronald Krablin 

Kristi Lewis • Kathryn & Michael Loy • Nick Swartz • Kristee Jo Trumbo 
Cecelia Wolf • Melinda Wood 

Marlon Foster Scholarship 

How you can make a difference! 

 

 

  


