ART + DESIGN STUDY ABROAD:

COSTA RICA summer 2017

RESEARCH METHODS + SITE-BASED PRACTICES

JUNE 14 - JULY 09

[tentative, subject to change]

“To understand this language of sites is to appreciate the metaphor between the syntactical construct and the complex of ideas, letting the former function as a three
dimensional picture which doesn’t look like a picture.” - Robert Smithson from*Non-Site #1. Smithson changed the title for this text which was initially “Some
Notes on Non-Sites.” It has been partially excerpted from Unpublished Writings in Robert Smithson: The Collected Writings, 2nd Ed.,1996.

What is the role of “site” within art and design? This 3.5 week study abroad program, located in Costa Rica, unpacks this fundamental
question through direct experiences and hands-on learning, focused on creative and spatial practices. Moving between the capital city
of San Jose and the remote protected lands of the Monteverde cloud forest, we will call into question the dialectic tension between
inside and outside, natural and constructed, sites and their representation. Themes of landscape, ecology, place-making and material
culture will aim to problematize long-standing associated relationships to the pictorial and the preserved within art and design. In
contrast, we will seek to discover both visible and invisible dynamic interactions between organisms and their environment, from micro
to macro scales, emphasizing issues of time, duration, physical participation, interconnectedness, and contingency.

PROGRAM + COURSE DESCRIPTION:

ART 392: Topics in Art Research Methodologies in Art and Design /// 3 credits
ARCD 392: Topics in Architectural Design Design and Ecology: Site-Specific Installation /// 3 credits
ARCD 496: Internship Participation in this Study Abroad program fulfills the required no-credit Internship for Architectural Design majors

Two 3-credit courses will be taught focused on the theme of site.
The ﬁrst, introduces diverse approaches and methodologies of research within art and design practice; students will engage in on-site
observation and notation, material foraging and collection, and the re-presentation of site through curation and exhibition. This course
will include workshops with local contemporary artists with a focus on material production, discussions with the curators and staff of
MADC (Museo de Arte y Diseno Contemporaneo) and Teor/etica (an independent and non-proﬁt project that operates as a platform for
research and dissemination of contemporary artistic practices), and demonstrations of natural dying processes and traditional weaving
practices by local Boruca artisans. We will work and travel in-between the city of San Jose with its museums and galleries and the coastal
rural communities of central Costa Rica with its distinctive and diverse environmental features. We will engage in the practice of art and
design, while also exploring and experiencing aspects of place through interactions with the local community, urban fabric, and natural
landscapes.
The second course focuses on intervention within a site, speciﬁcally the cloud forest of Monteverde. The cloud forest is a unique
ecosystem, a site of scientiﬁc research and conservation as well as a popular destination for eco-tourism. Building upon existing research
and design developed in part by Program Director, Sneha Patel, students will assist in a site-speciﬁc temporary installation titled, Cloud
Magnet. Cloud Magnet is a collaborative research and creative project intended to explore and reveal the interconnectedness of built
and natural environments. Students will work with faculty and art/design assistants to fabricate and deploy a series of environmentally
performative, cloud producing kites within the forest as a demonstration of the potential for design to address the co-dependencies
between material, form, energy, and environment. Students will also work directly with the Tropical Science Center, a
nongovernmental scientiﬁc and environmental organization that engages in research, conservation, and environmental education,
broadly addressing the intersections between art and science.
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01: intricate patterns in leaf eaten by insects, monteverde cloud forest, costa rica; photo by brett cole
02: untitled work, Alter Academy / museo TEOR/éTica, san jose, costa rica [april 2016]; image and work by adrian ﬂores sancho
03: natural dyes made using rhizomes of the tumeric plant and leaves of justicia tinctoria by borucans, costa rica; photo by susie atkinson
04: 50 metros de impresion directa, prints made with octopus, Alianza Francesca [november 2015]; image and workshop by adrian ﬂores sancho

I N T E R E S T E D ? C O N T A C T:
Robert Mertens

Program Director, Fiber Arts and Weaving / Studio Art
mertenrj@jmu.edu

Sneha Patel

Program Director, Architectural Design
patel2sd@jmu.edu
------ This Study Abroad Program is directed towards art and design majors, with an emphasis on Integrated 3d Studio Art, Architectural
Design and Industrial Design majors. It is open to all JMU students and any interested student is encouraged to apply.

