 
Justice Studies Spring 2027 Registration Memo
Advising Resources:
· Read this memo carefully and thoroughly. If you have questions or need guidance after reviewing this memo, as well as the Academic Requirements page on MyMadison and the JMU catalog, please contact your assigned Justice Studies academic advisor. 
· You may also contact the Justice Studies AUH, Dr. Peggy S. Plass
· The Madison Advising Peers (MAPs) are a great resource, especially with Gen Ed, degree, or university elective requirements, or other general advising questions.
· If you have a concentration in the major and you’re unsure if a course will fulfill an elective for that concentration, check the list in the JMU catalog.  
Overrides: 
· The department works off the waitlist; we do not give overrides outside of the waitlist
· [bookmark: _Int_lt5zf9M2]If a course is full, you can put your name on the waitlist; the waitlist is first-come, first-served, and does not guarantee you’ll be enrolled in the course; you should enroll in another course so that you have alternatives.
· JUST 399 or 400 are the exceptions; make these courses the FIRST courses you enroll in. If you are a graduating senior and cannot enroll in the course, contact the department head at plassms@jmu.eduas soon as possible (before your enrollment appointment); we cannot guarantee placement in specific sections.
· CHECK MyMadison before your enrollment appointment to make sure you don’t have any holds on your record that might prevent you from registering. Be sure to enroll during your enrollment appointment (also listed on MyMadison); we cannot offer overrides to students who missed their enrollment appointment.
Progression in the major:
· It takes at least 5 semesters to complete the major, due to the prerequisite structure:
· JUST 200 is a prerequisite for all other JUST major courses; students must successfully complete JUST 200 in order to take any other JUST course, no exceptions. 
· JUST 200 and at least one foundation course (JUST 210, JUST 212, JUST 235, JUST 237, JUST 221, or JUST 223) are prerequisites for all 300-level courses.  
· Students must take at least one 300-level course before taking JUST 399; MATH 220 is another prerequisite for JUST 399. 
· Successful completion of JUST 399 is a prerequisite for JUST 400.
· Check your Academic Requirements on MyMadison to determine which requirements you’ve met and which you still need to meet, as well as which courses will count as your concentration or General Major electives. 
· Students may choose either the General Major, or a Concentration, early in their Justice Studies career. If you intend to complete a concentration, you must declare it in MyMadison or your Academic Requirements page in MyMadison will not be accurate; check your Academic Requirements page or your transcript to see if a concentration is listed. Be aware that it may not be advisable to declare or change a concentration if you've already taken a lot of major courses, as requirements will change.
· It's important to follow the requirements for your specific catalog year; the year and those requirements will be reflected on the Academic Requirements page in MyMadison. 
· At least 4 of the 6 required upper-level major electives must be JUST-designated. You should also refer to the Undergraduate Catalog and Academic Requirements on MyMadison for more information about major requirements. 

JUST 301:
Each section of JUST 301: Advanced Special Topics has a different topic. Students cannot repeat the same/similar topic for credit, including if the course number has changed; there’s no limit on the number of JUST 301s (of different topics) students can take. 
Here are the 301s being offered for the Spring 2026 semester: 
· Section 01, Rest, Advocacy and Justice (Concentration C, General Major and fulfills the Fairness and Responsibility course requirement in the core)
This course provides a context for students to examine the philosophy and research related to the role of “rest” in social (and personal) life as a form of resistance to systems of oppression.  This multidisciplinary course is informed by Black feminist writing and social justice critiques of capitalist economic systems and white supremacy, grind culture, and attention economies. We will discuss issues including the nature of work, the politics of leisure and “laziness,” and the ways in which we might simultaneously view “rest” as revolutionary, as shameful, as wasteful or as a pure acts of personal and political resistance. Students can expect a learning community in which we commit to reading deeply and sharing our perspectives on course materials with one another. The course is cross listed with a course in SCOM, so students from both disciplines will have opportunities to work together.

· Section 02, Crimmigration (Concentration A, B, C, and General Major)
This course examines the interconnections between immigration and criminalization by situating our analysis in the social, historical, and political forces informing contemporary immigration regulation and enforcement. Students will engage with scholarly analysis on the global and domestic border practices, nativist and far-right anti-immigration movements, citizenship and membership, the changing landscape and rescaling of immigrant enforcement, the construction of migrant illegality, and deportation and immigrant detention centers. 
· Section 04 International Law and Justice (concentrations A, B, C, and General)
This course will introduce students to the foundational history, principles, philosophy, and structures of international law. We will explore the critical intersection of law and morality, seeking to understand the content and nature of the law, as well as why it matters, whether states have an obligation to obey it, and how legal systems can enforce global justice. The second half of the course will introduce international human rights law (IHRL), examining its origins, triumphs and future challenges. 
· Section 05 Cyber Crime (Concentration A and General)
This class examines the topic of cybercrime. The course focuses on the criminological explanations of cybercrime perpetration in addition to the challenges faced by the criminal justice system in combatting cyber criminality. Various types of cybercrime are explored including hacking, online fraud, cyberbullying, and cyberterrorism.
· Section 06 Contemporary Issues in Youth Justice (Concentrations A, C and General)
· This course will trace the history of the youth justice system from the 19th century to the present and examine the multiple waves of reform that have impacted the current state of policy and practice in and among the United States, including a special focus on the Commonwealth of Virginia. The course will highlight the influence of the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act and various U.S. Supreme Court cases that have driven important reforms since the original juvenile court was formed in 1899. Our primary focus will examine the contemporary challenges, barriers, and opportunities that confront the broader youth justice system’s ability to effectively operate toward achievement of its mission to positively impact justice involved youth and families.  The course will actively engage students in policy and practice examination and debate, covering a range of critical issues including use of secure detention, transfer or waiver to adult jurisdiction, racial and ethnic disparate practices, swift and certain justice, among others.

· Section 07 Peace Negotiations in Practice (Concentration B and General)
This course offers an in-depth exploration of peace negotiations as a practical and political process in conflict resolution. Through case studies, simulations, and critical analysis, students will examine the dynamics of negotiation between state and non-state actors, the role of mediators, and the influence of cultural, ideological, and geopolitical factors. The course emphasizes real-world applications, drawing from historical and contemporary peace processes—including Afghanistan, Iraq, and other countries—to understand the complexities of reaching and sustaining peace agreements.
JUST 400:  Senior Seminar 
Graduating seniors should make JUST 400 the first course they select in constructing a schedule.  
JUST 400, Section 1 (Scheuerman) 
The Supreme Court of the United States has used the following principle to provide the philosophical basis for proof beyond a reasonable doubt, “better 10 guilty go free than even one innocent be wrongly convicted.” Yet, miscarriages of justice can and do occur. The purpose of this course is to investigate miscarriages of criminal justice via a critical and interdisciplinary approach to the current operation of the American criminal justice system. An inclusive definition of justice identifies that miscarriages of justice occur when convicting the innocent and neglecting to convict the guilty. Specifically, we will focus on the former type and explore how procedures used by police, prosecutors, defense attorneys, judges, and juries can contribute to innocents being wrongfully apprehended, prosecuted, convicted, incarcerated, and even executed. In addition, specific focus will be given to the use of “expert testimony” and “science” in the courtroom, the use of DNA evidence for conviction and exoneration, and extralegal biases in wrongful convictions. Readings and class discussions will center on the tension between controlling crime and ensuring the rights of the accused. Classes will include both lectures and discussions, with an occasional movie or guest speaker.
JUST 400, Section 2 (Robinson)
Course Topic: “Designing Justice: Developing a Blueprint for Social Action”
The Senior Seminar capstone course in the Justice Studies major serves as a culminating academic experience. In this section of the course, students will learn how to develop an issue of justice into a social action proposal to change or create a policy, program, or practice. A primary goal is for students to develop knowledge and skills and a deeper understanding of advocacy, public issues, power, democracy, social change, and justice by integrating conceptions of justice, research, theory, and praxis into a social action proposal. There is one required book for the course: CHANGE! A Student Guide to Social Action by Scott Myers-Lipton. Students may use either edition of this book, both of which are published by Routledge. Two copies of this book will be placed on reserve in the JMU library for students to check out for up to four hours at a time.
JUST 400, Section 3 (De Fazio) Lynching and Racial Violence in the United States
Description: This senior seminar explores racialized terrorism in the United States, from post-Reconstruction lynching to contemporary hate crimes. Particular attention will be devoted to analyzing the history of lynching and contemporary efforts to memorialize lynching victims. In addition to conducting original research, students will analyze trends, patterns and causes of racial violence in the United States in their final papers.
JUST 401: Internships 
· Internships are recommended, but not required, and are by application only. 
· [bookmark: _Int_9p2Y9J7E]Most students complete internships over the summer, as the requirements can be hard to meet during the regular semester.
· 180 hours are required (for the 3-credit section), in addition to academic work related to the experience. 
· Learn more on the internship page on the Justice Studies website.
· Students must apply and be accepted, and then, with permission, enroll in the internship course, JUST 401, for academic credit; requirements include junior or senior status, successful completion of JUST 399, and good academic standing. 
· Internship inquiries can be directed to the department, or to Dr. Peggy Plass
JUST 404 Practicum in Community-Based Research
Junior and Senior level students are eligible to apply for the X-Labs experience.  JMU X-Labs and the Virginia Office of the Attorney General are partnering to offer a research lab experience to students at JMU.  Through a blend of classroom instruction and practical application, students chosen for this program will develop solutions and research results focused on tackling organized retail crime across Virginia.  This program gives students a unique opportunity to gain hands-on experience on a multidisciplinary team while partner with the Virginia Attorney General’s Office to address organized crime in the state.  The cohort will present their solutions to JMU leadership, faculty and members of the Virginia Office of the Attorney General in April
Interested students must apply for the opportunity through Handshake (deadline November 20) and be accepted into the X-Labs experience.  They will then receive an override for this course.  We have been assured of spots for at least 5 students in our discipline in the program.  Before applying, students should contact Dr. Melissa Švigelj for further details
JUST 499: Honors
· All Honors students who are doing an honors thesis in the department must enroll in JUST 499 A, B or C (depending on the stage of the project). 
· Interested students should contact Dr. Peggy Plass for enrollment information and permission.
· Students must meet the requirements outlined on the website.
