
Justice Studies Fall 2026 Registration Memo
Advising Resources:
· Read this memo carefully and thoroughly. If you have questions after reviewing this memo, as well as the Academic Requirements page on MyMadison and the JMU catalog, please contact your assigned Justice Studies academic advisor. 
· Or, contact the Justice Studies Advising Coordinator, Daisy Breneman. 
· The Madison Advising Peers (MAPs) are a great resource, especially with Gen Ed, degree, or university elective requirements, or other general advising questions.
Overrides: 
· The department works off the waitlist; we do not give overrides.
· If a course is full, you can put your name on the waitlist. The waitlist is first-come, first-served, and does not guarantee enrollment; you should enroll in another course so that you have alternatives.
· JUST 399 or 400 are the exceptions; make these courses the first courses you enroll in. If you are a graduating senior and cannot enroll in 399 or 400, contact the department at justicestudies@jmu.edu as soon as possible (before your enrollment appointment); we cannot guarantee placement in specific sections.
· CHECK MyMadison before your enrollment appointment to make sure you don’t have any holds on your record that might prevent you from registering. Be sure to enroll during your enrollment appointment (also listed on MyMadison); we cannot offer overrides to students who missed their enrollment appointment.
Progression in the major:
· It takes at least 5 semesters to complete the major, due to the prerequisite structure:
· JUST 200 is a prerequisite for all other JUST major courses; students must successfully complete JUST 200 to take any other JUST course, no exceptions. 
· JUST 200 and at least one foundation course (JUST 210, JUST 212, JUST 235, JUST 237, JUST 221, or JUST 223) are prerequisites for all 300-level courses.  
· Students must take at least one 300-level course before taking JUST 399; MATH 220 is another prerequisite for JUST 399. 
· Successful completion of JUST 399 is a prerequisite for JUST 400.
· Check your Academic Requirements on MyMadison to determine which requirements you’ve met and which you still need to meet, as well as which courses will count as your concentration or General Major electives. 
· Students may choose either the General Major, or a Concentration, early in their Justice Studies career. If you intend to complete a concentration, you must declare it in MyMadison or your Academic Requirements page in MyMadison will not be accurate; check your Academic Requirements page or your transcript to see if a concentration is listed. Be aware that it may not be advisable to declare or change a concentration if you've already taken a lot of major courses, as requirements will change.
· It's important to follow the requirements for your specific catalog year; the year and those requirements will be reflected on the Academic Requirements page in MyMadison. 
· At least 4 of the 6 required upper-level major electives must be JUST-designated. You should also refer to the Undergraduate Catalog and Academic Requirements on MyMadison for more information about major requirements. 
JUST 301:
Each section of JUST 301: Advanced Special Topics has a different topic. Students cannot repeat the same/similar topic for credit, including if the course number has changed; there’s no limit on the number of JUST 301s (of different topics) students can take. If you’ve declared a concentration, make sure the 301 you are taking counts for your concentration. Here are the 301s being offered for the Fall 2026 semester: 
· Section 01, Social Change in Practice (Concentrations A, B, C, and the General Major)
Theories on social movements, leadership, and civic engagement will be practiced through the re-launch of the Justice Studies student organization. Students enrolled in this course can expect to participate in research, data analysis, recruitment, alumni engagement, and event planning. Students should be prepared to assume a leadership role in the new student organization. December 2026 graduates should not enroll in this course. 
· Section 02 Art and Justice in Ecological Contexts (Concentrations B, C, and the General Major)
This interdisciplinary course explores the intersections of art, ecology, and justice through theory, design, and practice. Students will explore ecological art movements, sustainability ethics, and design-thinking methodologies through an intersectional lens to research and create artworks that address ecological and environmental justice issues. Hands-on design and artmaking will incorporate reclaimed and sustainable materials, and students will create works and public interventions that advance ecological and environmental justice in traditional/analog and digital formats. Students will also work with and present their designs to external partners or reviewers.
· Section 03 Education and Justice (Concentrations A, C, and the General Major)
This course explores how education shapes the lives of young people involved in the juvenile justice system, asking whether schools in these settings create real opportunities or contribute to continued failure. Students will learn about how the juvenile justice system works and how its education programs are designed, while examining why so many of these systems fall short. Students will consider how schooling can both limit and expand young people’s futures, especially for those who are incarcerated or returning to their communities. Through discussion, research, and applied projects, the course challenges students to think about what more supportive, fair, and effective education systems could look like—and what it means to create real opportunities for justice-involved youth.
JUST 400:  Senior Seminar 
Graduating seniors should make JUST 400 the first course they select in constructing a schedule.  
JUST 400, Section 1 (Watkins) 	Comment by Breneman, Daisy - brenemdl: @Meade, Benjamin Dane - meadebd Could you share a brief description of your JUST 400?  Either here or email is fine.  Thank you! 
This section is open topic. Students are expected to enter JUST 400 with a proposed area of study, and will spend the semester developing a thesis. Class discussion and review of individual projects, along with oral presentation of work, are integral parts of the course. Students are expected to produce a piece of original scholarship related to their study in the major. This means you should enter this course with a strong idea for what kind of a term paper / senior thesis you plan to research and write. Be sure that you do so. In this section we will study academic writing practices and work on your term papers. The topics are your choice, though they must be grounded in the study of justice.
JUST 400, Section 2 (Meade)	Comment by Breneman, Daisy - brenemdl: @Watkins, Case - watki2ac same on the description for 400!  Thanks!	Comment by Watkins, Case - watki2ac: Like last time, if all 400 sections are open topic, please delete the last 2 sentences. Thanks, Daisy!
This section of the course will have a broad focus, examining multiple aspects of justice. 	Work in the class will be centered around projects related to students’ topic of choice. 	Students will choose their own topic/area of justice to research independently that will 	serve as their area of concentration in the class and their topic for major assignments.
JUST 401: Internships 
· Internships are recommended, but not required, and are by application only. 
· [bookmark: _Int_9p2Y9J7E]Most students complete internships over the summer, as the requirements can be hard to meet during the regular semester.
· 180 hours are required (for the 3-credit section), in addition to academic work related to the experience. Learn more on the internship page on the Justice Studies website.
· Students must apply and be accepted, and then, with permission, enroll in the internship course, JUST 401, for academic credit; requirements include junior or senior status, successful completion of JUST 399, and good academic standing. 
· Internship inquiries can be directed to the department, Dr. Peggy Plass, or Daisy Breneman.
JUST 499: Honors
· All Honors students who are doing an honors thesis in the department must enroll in JUST 499 A, B or C (depending on the stage of the project). 
· Interested students should contact Dr. Peggy Plass for enrollment information and permission. 
· Students must meet the requirements outlined on the website.
