 
Justice Studies Spring 2026 Registration Memo
Advising Resources:
· Read this memo carefully and thoroughly. If you have questions or need guidance after reviewing this memo, as well as the Academic Requirements page on MyMadison and the JMU catalog, please contact your assigned Justice Studies academic advisor. 
· You may also contact the Justice Studies Advising Coordinator, Daisy Breneman. 
· The Madison Advising Peers (MAPs) are a great resource, especially with Gen Ed, degree, or university elective requirements, or other general advising questions.
Overrides: 
· The department works off the waitlist; we do not give overrides.
· [bookmark: _Int_lt5zf9M2]If a course is full, you can put your name on the waitlist; the waitlist is first-come, first-served, and does not guarantee you’ll be enrolled in the course; you should enroll in another course so that you have alternatives.
· JUST 399 or 400 are the exceptions; make these courses the FIRST courses you enroll in. If you are a graduating senior and cannot enroll in the course, contact the department at justicestudies@jmu.edu as soon as possible (before your enrollment appointment); we cannot guarantee placement in specific sections.
· CHECK MyMadison before your enrollment appointment to make sure you don’t have any holds on your record that might prevent you from registering. Be sure to enroll during your enrollment appointment (also listed on MyMadison); we cannot offer overrides to students who missed their enrollment appointment.
Progression in the major:
· It takes at least 5 semesters to complete the major, due to the prerequisite structure:
· JUST 200 is a prerequisite for all other JUST major courses; students must successfully complete JUST 200 in order to take any other JUST course, no exceptions. 
· JUST 200 and at least one foundation course (JUST 210, JUST 212, JUST 235, JUST 237, JUST 221, or JUST 223) are prerequisites for all 300-level courses.  
· Students must take at least one 300-level course before taking JUST 399; MATH 220 is another prerequisite for JUST 399. 
· Successful completion of JUST 399 is a prerequisite for JUST 400.
· Check your Academic Requirements on MyMadison to determine which requirements you’ve met and which you still need to meet, as well as which courses will count as your concentration or General Major electives. 
· Students may choose either the General Major, or a Concentration, early in their Justice Studies career. If you intend to complete a concentration, you must declare it in MyMadison or your Academic Requirements page in MyMadison will not be accurate; check your Academic Requirements page or your transcript to see if a concentration is listed. Be aware that it may not be advisable to declare or change a concentration if you've already taken a lot of major courses, as requirements will change.
· It's important to follow the requirements for your specific catalog year; the year and those requirements will be reflected on the Academic Requirements page in MyMadison. 
· At least 4 of the 6 required upper-level major electives must be JUST-designated. You should also refer to the Undergraduate Catalog and Academic Requirements on MyMadison for more information about major requirements. 

JUST 301:
Each section of JUST 301: Advanced Special Topics has a different topic. Students cannot repeat the same/similar topic for credit, including if the course number has changed; there’s no limit on the number of JUST 301s (of different topics) students can take. 
Here are the 301s being offered for the Spring 2026 semester: 
· Section 01, Domestic Violence (Concentrations A, C, and the General Major)
This class provides an overview of research and scholarship related to domestic violence, with a focus on IPV (Intimate Partner Violence)
· Section 02, Education and Justice (Concentrations A and C, and the General Major
This course explores concepts of justice in educational policy and practice. It provides a foundational understanding of the role education policies and practices play in broader social inequalities and injustices.  The course also focuses on how educators, students, administrators, parents, and community members have responded to these injustices.
· Section 03, Crimmigration (Concentration A, B, C, and General Major)
This course examines the interconnections between immigration and criminalization by situating our analysis in the social, historical, and political forces informing contemporary immigration regulation and enforcement. Students will engage with scholarly analysis on the global and domestic border practices, nativist and far-right anti-immigration movements, citizenship and membership, the changing landscape and rescaling of immigrant enforcement, the construction of migrant illegality, and deportation and immigrant detention centers. 
· Section 04, Housing and Justice (Concentrations A, C and the General Major)
This course will examine past, present, and future housing challenges in the United States and beyond. Students will explore issues faced by specific populations as well as the ever-changing landscape of affordable housing and ways we can advocate for safe, sanitary, and affordable housing for all.
JUST 400:  Senior Seminar 
Graduating seniors should make JUST 400 the first course they select in constructing a schedule.  
JUST 400, Section 1 (Meade) 
This section of the course will have a broad focus, examining multiple aspects of justice. 	Work in the class will be centered around projects related to students’ topic of choice. 	Students will choose their own topic/area of justice to research independently that will 	serve as their area of concentration in the class and their topic for major assignments.
JUST 400, Section 2 (Watkins)
This section is open topic. Students are expected to enter JUST 400 with a proposed area of study, and will spend the semester developing a thesis. Class discussion and review of individual projects, along with oral presentation of work, are integral parts of the course. Students are expected to produce a piece of original scholarship related to their study in the major. This means you should enter this course with a strong idea for what kind of a term paper / senior thesis you plan to research and write. Be sure that you do so. In this section we will study academic writing practices and work on your term papers. The topics are your choice, though they must be grounded in the study of justice. There are other sections of JUST 400 wherein professors guide the students in choosing research topics that align with a particular theme. If you are more comfortable with the latter approach, please enroll in one of those sections.
JUST 400, Section 3 (De Fazio) Lynching and Racial Violence in the United States
This section explores racialized terrorism in the United States, from post-Civil War 	lynchings to contemporary hate crimes. Students will work both individually and as part of research teams to collect, organize and catalogue historical data; in their final papers, they will analyze the data they have collected to discuss the causes and consequences of racial violence in the United States.
Additional Elective: 
REL 371: Religion and Disability (Concentrations B, C, and General Major)
What is disability and how is it constructed? What have the world’s religions decided is ‘normal’ and what they have decided is not? How do religions view and treat those individuals/groups that have been deemed disabled? How do people with disabilities create meaning and belonging within their own religions? This course will investigate the nature of disability in some of the world’s oldest and most popular religions. We will begin to understand how various disabilities intersect with particular religions, with a focus on specific case studies as well as personal reflections on your own and others’ identities in the context of various communities.
JUST 401: Internships 
· Internships are recommended, but not required, and are by application only. 
· [bookmark: _Int_9p2Y9J7E]Most students complete internships over the summer, as the requirements can be hard to meet during the regular semester.
· 180 hours are required (for the 3-credit section), in addition to academic work related to the experience. 
· Learn more on the internship page on the Justice Studies website.
· Students must apply and be accepted, and then, with permission, enroll in the internship course, JUST 401, for academic credit; requirements include junior or senior status, successful completion of JUST 399, and good academic standing. 
· Internship inquiries can be directed to the department, Dr. Peggy Plass, or Daisy Breneman.
JUST 499: Honors
· All Honors students who are doing an honors thesis in the department must enroll in JUST 499 A, B or C (depending on the stage of the project). 
· Interested students should contact Dr. Peggy Plass for enrollment information and permission.
· Students must meet the requirements outlined on the website.
