The History Major as Preparation for Law School Preparation
For students contemplating law school, Tthe history major is an ideal path to the future.   one of the better courses of study in which you can engage if you wish to apply to law school.  History is one of the two highest ranking majors, with an acceptance rate of 85% for law school applicants according to the Law School Admission Council. 
The major emphasizes skills and experiences recommended by  The American Bar Association:  recommends that students look for a course of study that emphasizes the following skills, values, and experiences:
	Listening, Writing and Editing in all of our classes.
Research and Oral Communication in seminar style upper division classes. 
Critical Reading of documents with particular attention to primary source materials including court records, petitions, government documents, and laws.
Collaborative Problem Solving, Organization, and Management in classroom projects and learning in our History Studio.

The curriculum highlights ABA values:
Promotion of justice in coursework, lecture series, and programs emphasizing equity, justice, and the development of law, government, and legal systems in diverse societies over time.
Public service in community engagement projects, internships, study abroad and service learning opportunities.
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· Problem Solving
· Critical Reading
· Writing and Editing
· Oral Communication and Listening
· Research
· Organization and Management
· Public Service and Promotion of Justice
· Relationship-building and Collaboration
· Exposure to the Law
The ABA emphases communication and analytic skills, which are fundamental skills developed in the study and practice of history.  “Preparation for legal education,” they stress, “should include substantial experience at close reading and critical analysis of complex textual material.”  Lawyers must be prepared to read critically and to distill compicated documents and works of considerable sublety and length.  The ABA suggests that students seek out courses of study that involve “close reading of complex material in literature, political or economic theory, philosophy, or history.”  You will encounter all of these genres, and engage in close textual analysis of them, in the course of a completing the major in history.

Recent courses have included studies of the American Constitution,Women in American Society, and Crime and Criminality in India to name just a few.  All of our courses explore aspects of justice, equity, and the impact of law and legal systems on societies past and present.   

The ABA also places a high premium on writing and editing skills.  They recommend students “should seek as many experiences as possible, that will require rigorous and analytical writing, including preparing original pieces of substantial length and revising written work in response to constructive criticism.”  Close attention to strong, concise writing, and production of original research, based in analysis of primary sources, are important elements of the history major.

According to analysis conducted by the Law School Admission Council, there are several majors that provide strong training for students considering a career in law.  The two majors that had the highest rates of acceptance into law school were history and economics.  Eighty-five percent of applicants to law school with a major in history were successfully admitted.

Further information and resources on the success of history majors in legal careers are available here: You can find these resources here:

American Bar Association, “Pre-Law:  Preparing for Law School”:  https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/pre_law/

Law School Admission Council:  https://www.lsac.org/about



