
History Spring 2021
COURSE OFFERINGS



Hist 311: China to 1600
Instructor: Dr. Yongguang Hu
M/T/W 8:00 – 8:50 
Location: Online

Fields: World History

Linked to: Asian 
Studies Minor

For more information contact: 
hu2yx@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	This course discusses Chinese history from its earliest origins to the High Qing era in the 1700s. It incorporates translated primary materials and modern scholarship to provide an overview of Chinese state formation, economic developments, and social changes during the three millennia. It will also emphasize on the philosophical foundations and different religious backgrounds through the ages.



History 313, A History of Latinx-America
Formally known as, “A History of Latinos in the U.S.”

MWF 2:15 to 3:05 in Wilson Hall 1001
Hybrid: It meets in person MW and on-line F

Dr. McCleary, mccleakl@jmu.edu

This class will examine the history and diversity of 
peoples of Latin American-descent [and dissect 
whatever that means] in the current-day geography 
of the U.S. It will explore the following topics: pre-
Columbian Americas, the rise of the Spanish empire, 
immigration, Latinx diversity and identities, the porous, 
political, and imagined border, AOC and the political 
rise of Latinx-America, the contemporary cultural 
power of Latinx-America as exemplified by Hamilton’s 
Lin-Manuel Miranda,  the original Fly Girl: J-Lo, Bad 
Bunny, and the most famous of Latinx EGOT-ers, Rita 
Moreno.

“We Didn't Cross the Border, the Border Crossed Us”



Hist 320: Women in U.S. 
History

Professor Emily Westkaemper
MWF 10:30 A.M – 11:20 A.M.
Online
For more information contact: 
westkaem@jmu.edu

Fields: US, 

Linked to: WGSS 
Minor. 

Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).Portrait of Ida B. Wells, New York Public Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	HIST 320 examines changes and continuities in the history of U.S. women from the early 1600s through the early 2000s. Topics will include family, household labor, employment, religion, war, education, medicine, sexuality, organizations, feminism, media depictions of gender, and intersectionality. By reading historians’ work and analyzing a variety of documents from the past, we will consider how attention to women’s historytransforms our understanding of U.S. society. HIST 320 counts for the WGSS Minor.



Hist 322: The New South
Dr. Steven Reich

Tu/Th 1:00 – 2:15 P.M. In Person
Location TBD

For more information contact: 
reichsa@jmu.edu

Linked to: The course satisfies requirements for the 
minor in African, African American, and Diaspora 
Studies (AAAD) and Tracks 1, 2, 3, and 7 of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Concentration of 
the IDLS major

Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Image: Segregated drinking fountain on the courthouse lawn in 
Halifax, North Carolina, 1938.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	During the era of Jim Crow—a period that spanned the years from the 1890s to the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s—a welter of state laws, municipal ordinances, and social customs racially segregated public and private life across the American South. Jim Crow, as both legal framework and social practice, shaped the everyday lives of three generations of Southerners, both black and white. It determined where they worked, where they attended school, what they learned, where and what they ate, what they wore, where they shopped, whom they could marry, how they raised their children, how they worshipped God, how and where they relaxed and socialized, and the political allegiances they held. This class examines the complexities of segregation—its legal boundaries, its social and cultural peculiarities, and its violent enforcement. It especially focuses on the political actions that challenged and eventually dismantled it. 



Hist 326 : The Automobile 
20th Century America
Dr. Kevin Borg
Tue/Thu 2:40 – 3:55
Location: TBD 
For more information 
contact: borgkl@jmu.edu

Fields: US

Linked to: Women’s,  
Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies, 
IDLS, and STS

Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	Despite the rise of social media, the automobile still wields tremendous influence over our daily lives, culture, environment, politics, and even the wars we fight.  This course examines how the automobile became entwined in Americans’ work lives and leisure activities; our racial, gender, and class hierarchies; the natural and built environments in which we live; and the extensive governmental structures that facilitated mass automobility over the course of the twentieth century.  This course will provide you with an historical appreciation for the complexities of the automobile age and empower you to think critically about the future of automobility in America and the world.



Hist 330: United States Diplomatic History 
Steven W. Guerrier
MWF 11:45 – 12:35
Online - Synchronous
For more information contact:
guerrisw@jmu.edu

Fields: US, Europe, 
World and/or public

Linked to: 
minors/programs, 
etc. 

Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	HIST 330 is a chronological survey of the history of American foreign relations from the pre-revolutionary era through modern times.  It will examine the diplomacy of America’s conflicts, the geographic expansion of the United States, its rise to the status of great power, and role as a global super-power.

mailto:guerrisw@jmu.edu


Hist 338: U.S. Urban History

Evan Friss
Tu/Th 2:40 – 3:55 
Location : Wilson 
1014
Hybrid

Fields: US History 

For more information contact: 
frissej@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in 
notes (notes page view).

Detroit Publishing Co

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	In this course we will explore the history of urban spaces in the United States. To do so, we will investigate American cities using a broad framework, chronologically, geographically, and thematically. In addition to becoming familiar with the central themes of urban history and improving your analytical skills by thinking, talking, and writing about books, articles, diaries, films, paintings, and music, the ultimate goal of this course is to afford you the opportunity to produce your own narratives and become, at least for this one semester (but perhaps even longer), urban historians.



Hist 339: Asian American 
History

Dr. Yongguang Hu
M/W/F 10:30 – 11:20 
Location : Online

Fields: World 

Linked to: Asian 
Studies Minor

For more information contact: 
hu2yx@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	In this course we will examine the history of Asian Americans, concentrating primarily on the years since the first large-scale Chinese immigration began in the late 1840s. Initial immigration, labor, discrimination and racism, political exclusion, post-1965 immigration, refugees, the “model minority,” interracial conflicts, and popular culture are some of the themes we will cover. We will also explore the similarities and differences among different ethnic groups immigrating to the United States. Cultural factors including Nativism, Social Darwinism, and Orientalism will be discussed as well. 



Hist 341: Selected Themes 
Revolution and Radical 
Change in Modern Europe

Christian Davis
Tu/Th 9:40 – 10:55 Hybrid
Room TBD

Fields: EuropeFor more information contact: 
davis2cs@jmu.edu 
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	Description: This course covers the turbulent history of revolution and radical political change in modern Europe, beginning with the French Revolution of 1789 and ending with the overthrow of the communist dictatorships in Central-Eastern Europe near the end of the twentieth century.  Students will gain in-depth knowledge of the causes, chronologies, and outcomes of modern Europe’s many political revolutions.  We will also examine how revolutions have—at times—generated tremendous social, economic, and/or cultural change.Tues/Thurs 9.40-10.55amHybrid (lectures in-person; discussions online via Zoom)Instructor: Christian Davis (davis2cs@jmu.edu)



Hist 341: Art & Society in 
Europe and the United States

Instructor: Michael Gubser
MWF 2:15 – 3:05 In Person
Location: TBD
For more information contact:
gubsermd@jmu.edu

Fields: US, Europe, 
World and/or public

Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This course will consider art as a prism for understanding social and political trends in twentieth- and twenty-first century Europe and the U.S. Although we will consider multiple art forms, the emphasis of the course will be on the performing arts, particularly music and theatre, due to the instructor's expertise.  We will consider important theories of the relationship between art and society; key events and controversies; and particular artists that reflected social and political trends in their work.



Hist 373 : History of  the 
Ottoman Empire
Timothy J. Fitzgerald
Tue/Thurs 11:20 – 12:35 P.M. In Person
Location TBD
For more information contact:
fitzgetj@jmu.edu

Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).

Linked to: HIST 373 serves the History Major and Minor as a 300-level “world history” course, the Middle 
Eastern Communities and Migrations (MECM) Minor as a “regular offering,” and the International Affairs 
Major as a regional track requirement. Many students also take the class as an elective. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	Description: This course surveys the history of the Ottoman Empire from its roots in medieval Anatolia through its demise in World War One. We will examine the persons, events, institutions, and ideas associated with imperial state formation, military expansion, cultural elaboration, political reformism, and the evolution of modern identities. Other topics include law, commerce, art, science, recreation, women and non-Muslims in Ottoman society, and interaction with European, African, and Asian neighbors. While previous coursework in world or European history is helpful, the class has no formal prerequisites. The course aims to provide a general introduction to the history of the Middle East and, to a lesser extent, the Islamic world. 

mailto:fitzgetj@jmu.edu


Hist 386 : Russia and the 
Soviet Union from 1881-1991

Dr. Colleen Moore
Tue/Thu 4:20 – 5:35
Location: TBD

Fields: World and/or 
public

Linked to: Russian 
Studies Minor

For more information contact: 
moor23cm@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	This course examines the history of Russia and the Soviet Union in late 19th and 20th centuries, from the decline of the autocracy to the collapse of communism, with the aim of understanding the origins and main features of the world’s first socialist state and society. 



Hist/Art 396 : Introduction 
to Public History

Gabrielle Lanier
Tu/Th 11:20 AM – 12:30 PM

Online
For more information contact: laniergm@jmu.edu

Linked to: Requirement for Public History 
Concentration in History, elective for 
Museum Studies Concentration in Art 
History, Requirement for Historical 
Archaeology Minor
Fields: US, Europe, World and/or public

Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).

JMU Students learning blacksmithing skills at Frontier 
Culture Museum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	An introduction to the varied and interdisciplinary “field” of public history—such as community/local history, historic preservation, archives, historical archaeology, museum studies, business and policy history, documentary editing and publishing, and documentary films—through readings, class discussions, occasional guest speakers and occasional field trips.



HISTORY 411:  

Colonial & Revolutionary 
North America

Theme: War, Violence, & Encounter in Early America 
1550-1820

Benjamin West
detail from The Death of General Wolfe, 1770

Dr. Kevin R. Hardwick     
hardwikr@jmu.edu

Tu/Th 2:40-3:55, online

The expansion of European empires into North
American spaces and encounters between Europeans and
indigenous peoples set off spasms of violence. Vicious,
cruel bloodshed spilled across the continent, affecting
peoples thousands of miles from the Atlantic coast.

This course explores the dynamics of conflict, warfare,
and brutal dispossession that defined the lives of
European, African, and North American peoples caught
up in the events of these tumultuous decades.

Benjamin West 
detail from The Death of General Wolfe, 1770



Hist 422 : U.S. History                          
1789 -1848

Andrew Witmer
Tu/Th 9:40 -10:55 In person

Wilson Hall 2001

For more information contact: 
witmerad@jmul.edu

Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An interpretive study of the political, economic, social, intellectual and cultural history of the United States from the ratification of the Constitution through the Mexican-American War.



Hist 439 : Babies, Precious 
Children, Real Adults, and Grey Hairs: 
Ideas about Age in American History

Dr. Rebecca Brannon
Tu/Th 1:00-2:15 Hybrid
Wilson 2001

For more information contact: 
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

Linked to: 
WGSS/Medic
al Humanities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Come discover how American and European ideas about childhood, adulthood, and old age have changed over four centuries.  We will investigate the wide variety of ideas about what chronological age tells us about who people are, and what they are capable of.  Boy kings, child brides, protected, idealized pastoral childhoods—all have been possible and promoted once in American life.  So too has both respect for old age, and revulsion at the old.  Age is another way of denoting who has power, and who does not.  Who gets to act, and who has to shut up.  We will think about how our society decided how old is old enough to drink, and how old is old enough to be drafted.  What makes an adult anyway?  Why were teenagers once considered adults?  Why is 65 now retirement age?  Come find out!



Hist 443 : Modern American 
Technology
Dr. Kevin Borg
Tue/Thu 11:20 – 12:35
Location: Wilson 1001

Fields: US History

Linked to: Science, 
Technology, and 
Society

For more information contact: borgkl@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	This seminar focuses on the role that technological change played in American culture during the long twentieth century—from telegraphy to social media. You will learn a range of analytical and conceptual frameworks used by historians and other scholars to better understand the interplay between technology and culture. We will follow a roughly chronological study of selected themes, periods, people, and issues associated with, and influenced by, the rapid technological changes from the late-19th into the early 21st century. Along the way you will have the opportunity to venture into primary and secondary sources of your own choosing to produce your own analysis and interpretation. By the end of this course you will be better able to discern the values and relationships of power embedded in technological artifacts and systems and how those in turn affect daily life in society, past and present.



Hist 457: Comparative Empires
Alison Sandman
T/Th 9:00 – 10:55 A.M. In person/Hybrid
Memorial 3250
For more information contact: sandmaad@jmu.edu

Fields: US, Europe, 
World and/or public

Linked to: Social 
Studies Capstone  

Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This course examines case studies in different empires and clashes between empires--- such as the Mongols, European Empires in the Americas, the Ottoman Empire, The Qing, The British Empire, The Cold War as a clash of Empires, etc.--- to look at different ways of examining and making sense of modern empires.   This class is the capstone for the social studies teaching program, and is ordinarily taken with MSSE 470H; there are some joint assignments between the two classes.



Hist 489 : Pandemics in African 
History
Etana H. Dinka
Tu/Th Time: TBD
Online Zoom

For more information contact: 
dinkaex@jmu.edu
Detailed description is below in notes 
(notes page view).

R. Harms: 2018,11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This course explores the histories of pandemics in the entire sweep of African history. By using a continent-wide perspective to examine these histories, from the Athenian Plague—the earliest recorded pestilence—to the rise and expansion of successive Ebola epidemics, the course offers students the opportunity to understand pandemics historically and examine its role in shaping African economies, societies, cultures, and politics. Not only have pandemics shaped theoretical approaches to these contexts, but they have also become deeply rooted aspects of theories and methods. An understanding of the way histories of pandemics unfolded in Africa, mostly linked to human penetration into the natural environment—one of the major themes in African history—helps to set the discussions in the longer context of African history and opens up to analysis a potentially under-examined history of linkages between pandemics, economy, society, culture, politics. The history of pandemics, and more generally of diseases, characteristically falls under environmental history. Since pandemics are natural forces occurring beyond human control over the environment, a course emphasizing histories of pandemics will help students to think beyond such established ideas as humans control nature and to be able to generate fresh perspectives. The course begins by asking the critical question useful to frame the discussions that help to understand histories of pandemics in the longue durée of African history—what is African history? The key themes will include the role of pandemics in the shaping of human history, and the histories of major pandemics that prevailed across the continent, including the Athenian Plague, the Black Death, Cholera, Malaria, Sleeping Sickness, Tuberculosis, Influenza, HIV/AIDS, and Ebola. Although the course focuses on pandemics that had occurred in the history of Africa, occasionally students will venture into other continents tracing global trajectories of pandemics. Students registered for this course will have required and recommended readings. Class discussions are based on the required readings. A thorough reading of required materials before every class is vital. It is a requirement for every student to attend classes and engage actively in class discussions. Active class participation makes a vital part of the course.



Hist / Anth / ArtH 492: 
Material Culture 
Gabrielle Lanier
Tu/Th 2:40 P.M. – 3:55 P.M.
Online – SP 21
For more information contact:
laniergm@jmu.edu

Fields: US, Europe, 
World and/or public

Linked to: E Public 
History, Museum 
Studies, Historical 
Archaeology Minor

Detailed description is below in notes (notes page view).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	What does our “stuff” tell us about ourselves? HIST/ANTH/ARTH 492 provides a broad introduction to the multidisciplinary “field” of material culture studies through readings, written assignments, in-class exercises and field trips. The course introduces ways of looking at and learning from objects and examines how scholars from several disciplines have used material culture in their work. Prerequisite: HIST 395. Instructor’s permission required to waive HIST 395 as prerequisite for non-history majors

mailto:laniergm@jmu.edu
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