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JOANNE VEAL GABBIN
gabbinjv@jmu.edu



  
       
   215 Campbell Street

 



        


  Harrisonburg, VA 22801

   
        



   (540) 435-2791                                                        

EDUCATION
Received Ph.D. in English Language and Literature from University of Chicago; Chicago, Illinois; June 1980; concentration in American literature with special emphasis on Black literature.  Dissertation: "Sterling A. Brown: Poet and Critic."

Received M.A. from University of Chicago; Chicago, Illinois; June 1970; concentration in American literature

with special emphasis on Black literature.

Attended Yale University; New Haven, Connecticut; Summer 1966, in the Harvard-Yale-Columbia Intensive Summer Studies Program; took ten credit hours of graduate level courses.

Received B.A. from Morgan State College; Baltimore, Maryland; June 1967; majored in English.

EMPLOYMENT

July 1, 2022 to the Present - Professor Emerita and Founder of the Furious Flower Poetry Center and Executive                      Director of the Wintergreen Women Writers Collective.
May 10, 2005 to June 30, 2022 – Executive Director of the Furious Flower Poetry Center and Professor of English at James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia. Development and administration of the Furious Flower Poetry Center and teaching courses in Black literature. 
September 1, 1989 to May 2005 - Director of the Honors Program and Professor of English at James Madison 

University, Harrisonburg, Virginia.  Administering the Honors Program; teaching courses in Black

literature and Honors.  Director of the Furious Flower Poetry Center since April 1999. 

September 1, 1986 to August 1989 - Director of the Honors Program and Associate Professor of English at James 
Madison University. Administered three honors programs: Honors Scholars, Subject-Area Honors and 

the Senior Honors Project; taught courses in Black literature and American literature.

September 1985 to June 1986 - Associate Professor of English, James Madison University.  Taught courses in 
Black literature, American literature, and freshman composition.

September 1982 to 1985 - Associate Professor of English, Lincoln University (PA).  Taught courses in world literature, journalism, Black literature, directed the Lincoln-Temple Journalism Program and


served as advisor of the student newspaper.

August 1977 to 1982 - Assistant Professor of English, Lincoln University.  Taught courses in American literature, 
Black literature, journalism and freshman composition.

July 1973 to July 1975 - Program Director and Instructor, Catalyst for Youth, Inc., Chicago, Illinois.  Directed a non-profit outreach program conceived to enlarge educational and vocational opportunities for high


school and college students in Chicago; directed the tutoring and counseling components of the


organization and taught English, reading and test-taking.

September 1972 to June 1974 - Assistant Professor of English, Chicago State University.  Designed and taught courses in Black literature, American literature, and freshman composition.  Other academic duties:  Faculty advisor in Black literature and theatre in the University Without Walls Program; designed Black Literature Option for English Majors; served on President's Five-Year Planning Committee; served as consultant in Black Studies at the University.

September 1971 to December 1971 - Part-time Instructor of English, DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois.

Designed and taught courses in Black literature; participated in enlarging offerings in Black Studies at this

university.

June 1971 to February 1972 - Part-time Instructor of English, Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois.  Designed and taught courses in Black literature.

September 1968 to May 1969 - Public Information Specialist in DHEW, Social Security Administration, Chicago, 
Illinois.  Directed public information activities for the region.

July 1967 to August 1968 - Public Information Specialist in DHEW, Social Security Administration, Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Wrote public information releases; maintained a newspaper retrieval system; co-directed a 
community action project designed to bring Social Security information to hard-to-reach segments of the 
population.

December 1966 to June 1967 - Writer/Reporter, Afro-American Newspaper, Baltimore, Maryland.  Gathered and 


reported social and community news; wrote human interest and feature stories.


PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS
Shenandoah Shakespeare Board of Directors, former board member

Cave Canem (A Home for Black Poetry), former board member

              The Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and Public Policy, board member and former chair of the Board                 
              WVPT Community Board, former board member 

National Council of Teachers of English, member

College Language Association, member

Middle Atlantic Writers Association, Inc., member

Black Conference on Higher Education, past editor of its journal, BCOHE Journal
Langston Hughes Society, member

Zora Neale Hurston Society, member

Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, member

Association of American University Women, member

Institute for Positive Education, former member

National Urban League, Inc., former member

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., member and founding president of Sigma Gamma Omega Chapter

George Moses Horton Society, Vice President

National Collegiate Honors Council, former member

Southern Regional Honors Council, member

Virginia Collegiate Honors Council, member

Valley AIDS Network, former board member

Sigma Tau Delta Honor Society, member


Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society, member


Modern Language Association, member


Toni Morrison Society, member


National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, member

AWARDS
2021 
Joanne V. and Alexander Gabbin Hall was dedicated to these long-time faculty members by the JMU Board of Visitors
2020 
Black Girls Rock/Lambda Chi Forever Award for Outstanding Service


The Drum Major Award for Outstanding Service presented by the Sigma Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

2019 
City of Harrisonburg honored Gabbin with a citation on the 25th Anniversary of Furious Flower at the National Museum of African American History and Culture

2017      Dr. Joanne Gabbin Professorship established as the first endowed professorship of the Honors College
Sisters in Session honored Gabbin for outstanding service to JMU with a campus-wide celebration
Dolley Awards/Bluestone Award for Outstanding Advising

2016      JMU Office of Sponsored Programs Lifetime Achievement Award, September 2, 2016 
2014 
Furious Flower Lifetime Achievement Award by Advisory Board, September 26, 2014.
2012 
2012 Denny C. Plattner Award for Outstanding Non-Fiction, November 2012
2010      NAACP Image Awards-Advisor of the Year, James Madison University, April 18, 2010
2007      Women’s Resource Center 2007 Woman of Distinction Award, James Madison University, January 25, 2007
2005
James Madison Alumni Association Distinguished Faculty Award, James Madison University, August 26, 2005

Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference Award for Outstanding Journalism, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Fayetteville, NC. April 10, 2005   
2004
Provost Award for Excellence, James Madison University, September 23, 2004.
Furious Flower Achievement Recognition, presented by the Wintergreen Women Writers Collective, September 24, 2004
1998
 Outstanding Performance Recognition Award presented by the Lambda Chi Chapter of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc. James Madison University, February 14, 1998

1997 The Drifters, Incorporated Appreciation Award, presented at the National Drifters Convention, King of 

Prussia, Pennsylvania, August 10, 1997

Wintergreen Women Writers Collective Award, presented at the 10th Anniversary Celebration by 

the Wintergreen Women, Wintergreen, Virginia, May 17, 1997

1994 George E. Kent Literary Achievement Award, presented by Gwendolyn Brooks, Chicago State


University, October 22, 1994

Most Supportive Faculty Member Award, African American Image Awards, NAACP, James Madison

University, March 1994

Outstanding Female Collegiate Educator Award, the Shenandoah Valley Hit Newspaper, February 1994

1993
Outstanding Faculty Award, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, May 1993

Honorary Member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, April 1993

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., January 18, 1993 

1991 Honorary member of the International English Honor Society, Sigma Tau Delta, Psi Sigma Chapter,


March 1991

1989
Honorary member of Golden Key National Honor Society

1988 James Madison University Faculty Women's Caucus and Women's Resource Network Award for


Scholarship, May 1988

Women of Color Award presented by James Madison University Women of Color, March 1988

1986
College Language Association Creative Scholarship Award for book Sterling A. Brown: Building the 
Black Aesthetic Tradition, April 1986

Commonwealth Visiting Professor at James Madison University, 1985-1986

Outstanding Scholarship and Distinguished Service to the English Department of Lincoln University, 
1977-1985, April 1986

1983
The Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching, May 1983

1982
Black Conference on Higher Education Outstanding Achievement Award, Black Conference on Higher 
Education, Eastern Region Award, March 1982

1981
Black Conference on Higher Education, Eastern Region Award, March 1981

1980
Outstanding Young Women of America Award for 1980 

Freedom Charter Award - African National Congress, Lincoln University Chapter

1979
Editor, BCOHE Journal, Black Conference on Higher Education (1979-1984)

1978
Outstanding Young Women of America Award for 1978

1976
National Fellowship Fund Fellowship, Ford Foundation

1975
National Fellowship Fund Fellowship for Dissertation Year, Ford Foundation

1973
Certificate for Distinguished Service, Black Psychology Students Association, Chicago State University

1969 
University of Chicago Trustee Fellowship, four-year graduate fellowship

1968 
Outstanding SSA Public Information Project Award DHEW, SSA, Baltimore, Maryland, June 1968

1967
Editor-in-Chief, Promethean, Morgan State College Yearbook

     
Who's Who Among Students in American Colleges and Universities

President's Academic Cabinet

     
Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society

Lambda Iota Tau Honor Society

1966
Harvard-Yale-Columbia Intensive Summer Studies Fellowship

Who's Who Among Students in American Colleges and Universities

Promethean Kappa Tau Honor Society

 
Editor-in-Chief, Spokesman, Morgan State College Newspaper            
PUBLICATIONS
“Annie Allen: Aging Well,” Annie Allen: The 75th Anniversary Edition, Brooks Permissions, Chicago, 2024.

“The Greasy Butt Kids,” Poemhood: Our Black Revival, edited by Amber McBride, et al. HarperCollins, 2024.
“Black Stone,” Iowa Review, edited by Tracie Morris. Fall/Winter 2021.
Furious Flower: Seeding the Future of African American Poetry. Eds. Joanne V. Gabbin and Lauren K. Alleyne. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2020.
“Celebrate, Educate, Preserve: A Conversation with Furious Flower Poetry Center’s Founder and Inaugural Director, Dr. Joanne V. Gabbin,” interviewed by Dr. Sheryl Gifford. Callaloo, Vol. 41, No. 4, Fall 2018, pp. 36-71.
“Nikki Giovanni: A Collector of Memories,” in Appalachian Heritage, edited by George Brosi, Vol. 40. No. 4, Fall, 2012.
Shaping Memories: Reflections of African American Women Writers. Jackson, Mississippi: University Press of Mississippi, 2009.
“Spiritual Witness in the Poetry of Dolores Kendrick,” in The Heritage of Black Poetry, 1962 – 1975:  A Research Compendium, edited by Lauri Ramey.  Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2008.
“Pot Meals” (poem) in The Ringing Ear: Black Poets Lean South. Ed. Nikky Finney.  Athens: The University of Georgia Press, 2007.

“Gwendolyn Brooks:  Leaving Her Mark on Us,” Gwendolyn Brooks and Working Writers, edited by Jacqueline Imani Bryant.  Chicago, IL: Third World Press, 2007.
“Furious Flower II: The Black Poetic Tradition—Toward the 21st Century, “distributed by California Newsreel, 2005.  Study Guide with DVD Series.
I Bet She Called Me Sugar Plum, Franklin Street Gallery Productions, 2004. 
Furious Flower: African American Poetry from the Black Arts Movement to the Present. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2004. 

The Furious Flowering of African American Poetry (second printing).  Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia,  2000.

The Furious Flowering of African American Poetry.  Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1999.  

“Grandpa: Appendage to His Story” (poem) in Grand Fathers: Reminiscences, Poems, Recipes and Photos of the Keepers of Our Traditions. New York: Henry Holt, 1999.

"Furious Flower: The First Video Anthology of African American Poetry," distributed by California Newsreel, 1998.  Study Guide with Video Series.

"I am the Architect," Living and Learning, eds.  Gerald Corey et al.  The Wadsworth College Success Series, Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1997.
“Sterling Brown’s Poetic Voice: A Living Legacy.”  African American Review, Vol. 31, No. 3, Fall 1997, pp. 423-431.

“Poetry.”  The Oxford Companion to African American Literature.  Eds. William Andrews, Frances Smith Foster 

and Trudier Harris.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1997, pp. 585-592.

“Sonia Sanchez.”  The Oxford Companion to Women’s Writing in the United States.  Eds. Cathy N. Davidson and Linda Wagner-Martin.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1995, pp. 775-776.
“Nikki Giovanni.”  The Oxford Companion to Women’s Writing in the United States.  Eds. Cathy N. Davidson and Linda Wagner-Martin.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1995, pp. 349-350.

Sterling A. Brown: Building the Black Aesthetic Tradition.  Reprint edition.  Charlottesville, Virginia:  University Press of Virginia, 1994.

"First Fruits: Harvesting the Promise of Education, 1969-1970," Black Women in Higher Education:  An Anthology of Essays, Studies, and Documents, edited by Elizabeth L. Ihle, Garland Publishing, Inc., 1992.

"Appreciation 26: Romare Bearden. Patchwork Quilt" in Worlds of Art, edited by Robert Bersson, Mayfield Publishing Company, 1991.

"Reversing Trends in Higher Education," Black Books Bulletin, edited by Haki Madhubuti.  Chicago, IL:  Third World Press, 1991.

"The Southern Imagination of Sonia Sanchez," in The Generation of Southern Women Writers, edited by Tonette Bond Inge, University of Tennessee Press, 1990.

"A Laying on of Hands: Black Women Writers Exploring the Roots of their Folk and Cultural Tradition," in Wild Women in the Whirlwind, edited by Joanne Braxton and Andree Nicola McLaughlin, Rutgers University Press, 1990.

"Walk Together Children: Color and the Cultural Legacy of Sterling A. Brown" in The Langston Hughes Journal, Vol. 7, No. 2, Fall 1988, pp. 28-35.

"Sonia Sanchez: A Soft Reflection of Strength," The Zora Neale Hurston Forum, Vol. 1. No. 2, Spring 1987, 

pp. 47-56.

"Sterling A. Brown," Afro-American Writers from the Harlem Renaissance.  Volume 51.  The Dictionary of Literary Biography, 1987.

"Raymond Garfield Dandridge" Afro-American Writers from the Harlem Renaissance.  Volume 51.  The Dictionary of Literary Biography, 1987.

"Living Room," a review of June Jordan's Living Room (1985) published in Callaloo, Vol. 9, No. 1, Winter 1986, pp. 240-242. 

Sterling A. Brown: Building the Black Aesthetic Tradition.  Westport, Connecticut:  Greenwood Press, 1985.

"Askia M. Toure," The Dictionary of Literary Biography. Afro-American Poets Since 1955, Volume 41. 1985.

"Phoenix," a poem published in the Anthology of Magazine Verse and Yearbook of American Poetry, 1984 Edition, edited by Alan F. Pater. Beverly Hills: Monitor Book Company, Inc., 1984, p. 161.

"The Legacy of George E. Kent," (written with James W. Coleman) Black American Literature Forum, Vol. 17, No. 4, Winter 1983, pp. 143-147.

PAPERS READ, PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCES

2025
Keynote Speaker, VATE (Virginia Association of Teachers of English) Conference 2025, Smith Mountain Lake, Wirtz, VA, October 18
Keynote Speaker, Trinity Washington University, Sterling A. Brown Conference, September 13
Awardee, First Lady of African American Poetry Award, Trinity Washington University, Sterling Brown Conference, awarded by Esther Productions, September 13
Presenter and Organizer, Choral Reading of Giovanni's “Going to Mars,” Memorial for Nikki Giovanni, Virginia Tech, June 8
Keynote Speaker, Women’s History Month, Rosenwald School, Gordonsville, Virginia, March 15
2024
Presenter, The Women Gather Dance Concert, Leah Glenn Dance Theatre, William and Mary College, November 2
Presenter, James Baldwin Conference, Virginia State University, Petersburg, VA, October 25
Organizer and Presenter, Sonia Sanchez’s 90th Birthday Celebration, Schomberg Center, New York Public Library, September 9
Presenter, Memorial for Val Gray Ward, University of Chicago Art Center, Chicago, IL, May 25
Presenter, Wintergreen Panel on Paule Marshall, “Finding our Roots: A Trip to Carriacou,” CLA Conference, Memphis, TN, Apil 12
2023
Keynote Speaker, Interview with Imani Perry, Phillis Wheatley Poetry Conference, Jackson, MS, November 4
Interviewer, Eugenia Collier for Wintergreen Video Series, Catonsville, MD, June 6
Presenter, The Furious Flowering of Contemporary Black Poetry, CLA Conference, Atlanta, GA, April 8 
Honoree, Panel for Joanne V. Gabbin, AWP, Seattle, WA, March 11
2021
Presenter, “The Whirlwind Has One Voice:” The poetry of James Baldwin, Virginia State University (Virtual), November 6, 2021

2018       Speaker, Poetry Workshops for Professional Poets, Mbabane, Swaziland, Southern Africa, August 11-18

 Presenter, Women in Humanities, Waterford Old School Auditorium, Waterford, VA, July 21


Moderator, Poetry Reading by Lauren Alleyne and Mervyn Taylor, Bocas Conference, Trinidad, April 26


Speaker, THRIVE Program, WHSV Television, Harrisonburg, VA, March 19


Speaker, Mari Evans Tribute, Emory University, Atlanta, GA, February 19

Speaker, LEAD Black History Program, Merck, Elkton, VA, February 2

2017
Speaker, Noftsinger Ceremony, JMU, Harrisonburg, VA, Nov. 13


Performer, Wind Symphony Concert, Forbes Center, Harrisonburg, VA, Nov. 1


Speaker, Excellence in the Arts Acceptance Speech, Forbes Center, Harrisonburg, VA, June 15
2016     Presenter, Poetry Awards, Hurston/Wright Annual Legacy Awards, Washington Plaza Hotel, Washington,

              DC, October 21.

 Interviewer, Q&A with Literary Lifetime Achievement Honoree Nikki Giovanni, “Literary Luncheon &     

              Awards Celebration, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, October 15

Moderator, “Organizing Founders,” Black Arts Movement Symposium. Library of Congress, Washington, 

D.C., June 13, 2016.
2015    Moderator, NEH Summer Institute, “Black Poetry after the Black Arts Movement.” University of Kansas, 


July-August, 2015.
2013
Co-Director of the NEH Summer Institute, “Don’t Deny My Voice: Reading and Teaching African American Poetry. University of Kansas, July-August, 2013.
2012
Co-Organizer of “Sheer Good Fortune: Celebrating Toni Morrison” with Nikki Giovanni and Maya Angelou, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA, October 16, 2012.
2010
 Speaker and Organizer, “73 Poems for 73 Years: Celebrating the Life of Lucille Clifton.”  James Madison University, September 2010. 

Speaker, Shaping Memories Reading, Virginia Festival of the Book, Charlottesville, March 2010.
2008 Speaker, “Poetry:  The Language We Cry In,” Lannan Literary Symposium and Festival, “‘Let Freedom Ring:  Art and Democracy in the King Years, 1954 – 1968’.” Georgetown University, Washington, DC, April 15.
Speaker, “Celebrating Poetry Month,” Eastern Mennonite High School, Harrisonburg, VA, April 7.

Speaker, Poetry Reading with Dolores Kendrick, Mayor’s Celebration of Black History Month,      Ceremonial Room, City Hall, February 27

Speaker, “The Literary Legacy of Sterling Brown and Gwendolyn Brooks,” Hollins University, February 25.

2007      Respondent, “Poetic Tradition of Paul Laurence Dunbar, Langston Hughes and Sterling Brown,” The                          Langston Hughes Festival, Third Symposium, City College of New York, October 26.

               Speaker, “Gwendolyn Brooks:  Role Model for Black Writers,” 2007 Oscar Micheaux Memorial                                  Celebration,” Rising from the Plains:  Black Kansans Telling Their Stories in New Ways, Great Bend,                      Kansas, October 20.
               Speaker, “Sterling Brown’s Legacy,” with Michael Harper, at the Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn,                       NY, April 29.

Speaker, “Literary Activism:  The Mourning Katrina Project,” Harrisonburg Chamber of Commerce,   Harrisonburg, VA, April 26.

Chair, “Writing Lives from the Twentieth Century:  Literature, Art, and the Spiritual Self, CLA, Miami, FL, April 19.

Speaker, Poetry Reading with Monifa Love and Adam David Miller, CLA, Miami, FL, April 19.
Chair, “Hush Harbor Reading” with Amiri Baraka and Opal Moore, CLA, Deluxe Arts Gallery, Miami, FL, April 18.

Speaker, “The Literary Legacy of Lincoln University,” 3oth Annual Conference on Black History in Pennsylvania, Lincoln University, PA, April 13.
Plenary Speaker, “Bronzeville Odyssey:   The Literary Legacy of Gwendolyn Brooks,” ACTC Conference, Williamsburg, VA, April 1. 
Panelist, “The Metaphor of the Road,” Sterling A. Brown Symposium, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, March 30.
              Speaker, “With Good Reason,” “My Soul Is Anchored,” Virginia Foundation for the Humanities,                              Charlottesville, VA, March 26.
              Speaker, “Moving On: Learning from the Past,” NAACP Black History Program, Elkton Community       

              Center, Elkton, VA, March 10.
              Panelist, Nikki Giovanni: Truth Is On Its Way: 35th Anniversary Celebration Concert. Heart’s Day                              Conference, Howard University, Washington, D.C., February 16.
Speaker, “African American History in Virginia,” Blacks in Government, Dumas House, Roanoke, VA, February 27. 
2006       Panelist, “The Spiritual Witness in Dolores Kendrick’s Poetry,” The Heritage Series: African American                       Poetry and Trans-Atlantic Dialogue.  Modern Language Association, December 30.     
2004
Organizer & Project Director, "Furious Flower: Regenerating the Black Poetic Tradition," September 

22-25, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia.
2003     “New Kid on the Academic Block.”  The College Language Association, Washington DC, April.

2002
Panelist, “Herstory: Memoirs.”  The College Language Association, Memphis, Tennessee, April.

2001
Speaker, “Influence and Directions of Black Poetry.” Schomburg Center of the New York Public Library, New York, June 29.

Tribute, “Furious Flower: A Tribute to Gwendolyn Brooks.” Zora Neale Houston Society, Baltimore, Maryland, June 1.

Participant, “Remembering and Honoring Gwendolyn Brooks.” The American Literature Association, Cambridge, Massachusetts, May 24-27.

Chair, “Soul Food: Still a Viable Concept in African American Culture?” The College Language Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, April 18-22.


Moderator, “True Grits: A Reading by Cave Canem Fellows from Virginia and the Carolinas.” University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, March 24.

2000
Panelist, “Voices of Generation Next.” National Urban League’s Nulites Youth Summit 2000, Wagner College, Staten Island, New York, July 27-30.

Speaker, “No Small Voice: The Southern Imagination of Sonia Sanchez.” South Atlantic Modern Language Association, Birmingham, Alabama, November 10-12.


Speaker, “The Life and Writings of Margaret Walker.” South Atlantic Modern Language Association, Birmingham, Alabama, November 10-12.


Speaker, “African American Poetry, 1900-1940,” Looking Back with Pleasure II: A Celebration, African American Literature & Culture Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, October 25-29.

1999
Speaker, "Blues Poetry: Wellspring of Folk Wisdom and Humor,' College Language Association, Fayetteville, NC, April 16.

Organizer, "Seers and Singers: Readings by Opal Moore and Sharan Strange," Virginia Festival of the Book, First Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Virginia, March 25.

Speaker, "Sterling 'Blues Man' Brown," Hayti Cultural Center, Durham, NC, February 19.

1998
Speaker, "Community Symbols in Morrison's Song of Solomon, Emory and Henry College, Emory, Virginia, December 8.

Speaker, "Seers: Women's voices," A preview of the Furious Flower Video Anthology, Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, November 12.

Speaker, "A Muse Called Gwendolyn Brooks,' Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, November 12.

Speaker, "Sterling Brown: His Life and Achievements," Callaloo Celebration of Sterling A. Brown, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., October 24.


Participant, Caribbean Women Writers Association Conference, Grenada, West Indies, May 18-24.


Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers’ Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, May 15-17.


Speaker, “Souls into Notes: Music and Meaning in the Poetry of Margaret Walker,” George Moses 

Horton Society Inaugural Conference, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North 

Carolina, April 3.

Speaker, “Laughter and Tears: African American Women Writing About Humor,” Virginia Festival of 

the Book, Charlottesville, Virginia, March 21.

Speaker, “Signature Poems: Mapping the DNA of African American Culture, Lincoln University, 

Pennsylvania, March 10.

1997 Organizer and Seminar Director, “Worlds of Violence and Survival: Violence in African American

Literature Seminar, Priest Fields Retreat Center, Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, July 9-12.
Speaker, “African American Women Poets: Teaching of How to Live,” National Drifters 

Convention, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, August 8.


Speaker, “Continuing the Tradition of Excellence through Sisterhood and Service”, Lambda Chi 

Twentieth Anniversary, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, February 14.

1996 Speaker, “The People Could Fly: Myth and Song in Song of Solomon”, Emory and Henry, Emory, 

Virginia, November 20.


Speaker, “Interview with Margaret Walker Alexander”, Black Arts Festival, Atlanta, Georgia, July 2.

1995 Speaker, Launching the Afro-Brazilian Issue of Callaloo in Rio de Janeiro and Salvador de Bahia, Brazil,

November 17-24.

Speaker, “Bringing Honors to Another Level of Excellence”, Norfolk State University, 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 16.

Speaker, “Sterling A. Brown: A Hero for the Nineties”, Bowie State University, Bowie, 

Maryland, November 9.


Speaker, Acceptance Speech for the George E. Kent Literary Achievement Award, Chicago State 

University, Chicago, Illinois, October 22.

1994
Organizer & Project Director, "Furious Flower: A Revolution in African American Poetry," September 


28-October 1, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia

Participant, "Black Women in the Academy: Defending Our Name," Conference, Massachusetts Institute


of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, January 13-15.

Speaker, "Changing Face of America: Multicultural Ruminations," at Lambda Society of Bridgewater 


College, Bridgewater, Virginia, January 11.

1993
Speaker, "Seven R's: Celebrating Kwanzaa," Peer Mentor and Black Student Alliance Celebration, James 

 
Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, December 9.

Speaker, "Cultural Legacy of Sterling A. Brown," at the Black Writer: Culture, Commitment and 



Community Conference, Chicago State University, Chicago, Illinois, October 23.


Speaker, "Healing Songs: African-American Women Writers, Providing Models for Spirituality," Ninth 



Anniversary National Conference of the Zora Neal Hurston Society, Baltimore, Maryland, 

June 4.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, May 14-16.

Speaker, Acceptance speech for SCHEV Outstanding Faculty Award, The Virginia Museum of Fine 


Arts, Richmond, Virginia, May 11.

Presenter, "Strengthening Our Future," Valley of Virginia Partnership for Education and Rocco-James 


Madison University-Global Village Fair, Ottobine Elementary School, Ottobine, Virginia, 


May 5. 

Speaker, "Mismeasurement in Education," Chi Sigma Iota Initiation Ceremony, James Madison 


University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, April 17.

Speaker, "A Personal Perspective on Careers," in Reba Lewis' Sociology 345 class, James Madison 


University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, April 5.

Presenter, Chair, "Charisma, Nuance and Culture," CLA, (Jill Hufnagel and Truly Herbert presented 


papers), Daytona Beach, Florida, April 2.

Interview, "Diversity and Multicultural Education, WVPT, "Skyline," Harrisonburg, Virginia, 

February 10.

Speaker, "I Too Sing America," Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Virginia, February 5.

Speaker, "Multicultural Education to Empower our Young," Kappa Delta Pi, James Madison University, 


Harrisonburg, Virginia, January 30.

Speaker, "Memories of the Civil Rights Movement," Commonground, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 

January 20.
1992
Speaker, "The Women Could Fly: Magical Realism in the Poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks and Sonia 



Sanchez," a panel with Margaret Walker, Mari Evans, Margaret Burroughs, and Sonia Sanchez; 


Jackson, Mississippi, October 20.

Speaker, "With His Own Wings," commencement address, Turner Ashby High School, Dayton, Virginia, 


June 13.

Speaker, "Education for Life," speech to National Honors Society, Stonewall Jackson High School, Mt. 


Jackson, Virginia, May 20.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, May 16-18.

Speaker, "Furious Flower: The Womanist Poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks," College Language Association 


Conference, Knoxville, Tennessee, April 10.

Participant, "African-Americans and Europe," International conference at the University of Paris, 



Sorbonne, February 5-9.

Speaker, "Women in the Whirlwind": Poetry Reading, Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia, 



January 27.

1991
Speaker, "Commemorating Sterling A. Brown," First Annual Black Writers' Conference, University of 


Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 7-9.

Speaker, "African-American Literary Traditions: Retentions and Transformations in the Americas," The Center for African-American History and Culture Inaugural Conference, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 10-11.

1990
Speaker, "History and Ritual in the Works of African-American Women," a panel with John M. Reilly 


and Eleanor Traylor, American Studies Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 1-3


Speaker, "Teaching Community, A Seminar in Multicultural Awareness," National Collegiate Honors 


Council, Baltimore, Maryland, October 24-28.

Participant, Virginia Identification Program, "Comparing Life," Richmond, Virginia, October 18-19

Speaker, "The Harlem Renaissance" a panel with Trudier Harris and Darwin Turner, Southern Festival 


of Books, Nashville, Tennessee, October 12-14.

Speaker, "Teaching Multicultural Awareness in Honors," Virginia Collegiate Honors Conference 



Directors' Conference, Lynchburg, Virginia, September 21-22.

Speaker, "Rituals in the Works of Black Women Writer," CLA Conference, Columbus, Ohio, 


April 19-21.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, April 6-8.

Participant, Con/fusion of Light Conference, Radford University, Radford, Virginia, March 31.

Organizer, 1990 Virginia Collegiate Honors Council Spring Conference, James Madison University, 


Harrisonburg, Virginia, March 16-17.

1989
Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown: and the Afro-American Folk Tradition," a panel with Darwin Turner and 


Richard Barksdale, NCTE, Baltimore, Maryland, November 18.


Presenter, "Insights for Directors of Established Honors Programs, Virginia Collegiate Honors Council 


Conference, Abingdon, Virginia, September 15.

Speaker, "Black Writers - A Treasury," Annual Black Arts Festival, Dunbar High School Auditorium, 


Baltimore, Maryland, June 24.

Participant, "Into the Future: A Discussion of the Humanities," Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, 


Charlottesville, Virginia, May 12.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat. Wintergreen, Virginia, April 24-26.

Speaker, "A Laying on of Hands," a panel with Paule Marshall, Eleanor Traylor, and Daryl Dance, at 


"Sisters of the Spirit," a conference at Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia, 


March 24.

1988 
Participant, 1988 Fall Director's Meeting of the Virginia Collegiate Honors Council, Christopher 



Newport College, Newport News, Virginia, November 11-12. 

Chairperson, "Toni Morrison and the Supernatural," panel at the Middle Atlantic Writers Association, 


Washington, DC, October 20.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, September 23-25.

Speaker, "Creating a Masterpiece," Freshman Convocation, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, August 27.

Participant, College Language Association, Greensboro, North Carolina, March 31-April 2.

Speaker, Keynote at Sunrise Elementary School, Reston, Virginia, February 29.

Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown: Building the Black Aesthetic Tradition."  Friends of the Carrier Library 

Series.  James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, February 24.

Speaker, "Significance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day."  WSVA Radio Station, Harrisonburg, Virginia,



January 15. 

1987
Visiting Scholar in Residence at Lock Haven University.  Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, November 10-13. 

Presenter, American Association of Higher Education. (Part of Dr. Warren's Initiatives Team.) 

Washington, DC, October 26.

Organizer, Wintergreen Women Writers' Retreat, Wintergreen, Virginia, October 3-4.

Chairperson, "Toni Morrison and Gloria Naylor," a panel at College Language Association meeting in 

Washington, D.C., April 24.

Speaker, "Beginning the Healing Process, Black Women Writers Nurturing Self," a lecture given at the 

Virginia Conference of the National Organization of Women (N.O.W.), Massanetta Springs,

Virginia, April 4.   

Speaker, "Brown Songs: Sterling Brown's Use of Sacred and Secular Music in His Poetry," a lecture 


presented at Philadelphia Community College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 11.  

Visiting Scholar, "After Winter: Sterling Brown," a lecture presented at University of California at 



Santa Barbara, California, February 5.  

Visiting Scholar, "A Laying on of Hands: Black Women Writers Exploring the Roots of Their Cultural 

Tradition," a lecture presented at University of California at Santa Barbara, California, 

February 5. 

1986
Presenter, "Developing Multicultural English/Language Art Curricula," Pittsburgh Public Schools, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Dec. 12.

Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown and the Federal Writers' Project," a paper read at Middle Atlantic Writers 


Association Conference, held in Baltimore, Maryland, October 24.


Speaker, "Dry Bones in the Valley: A Multicultural Workshop in English/Language Art," a keynote

 speech for the Red Clay Consolidated School District, Wilmington, Delaware, Oct. 9.

Presenter, "Developing Multicultural English/Language Arts Curriculum and Lesson Plans, a three day 


workshop conducted at Red Clay Consolidated School District, Wilmington, Delaware, 

October 9-11. 

Speaker, "Excellence in Education" a presentation to Board of Advisors of the School of Accounting, at 


Bryce Resort, Virginia, October 4.

Speaker, "Evidence of Things Unseen:  Toni Morrison's Sula and the Black Folk Tradition," a paper read 


at the College Language Association, Virginia Beach, Virginia, April 25.

Speaker, "Sterling Brown," a television interview which aired in Reston, Virginia, introduced the book 

and the author, March 15.   

Speaker, "Introduction of Book, Sterling A. Brown: Building the Black Aesthetic Tradition," Black 


Conference on Higher Education, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 1.

Speaker, "Celebration of Black Writing," an appearance at Robbins Bookstore, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, February 18.

Speaker, "Sterling Brown's Use of the Folk Tradition," a lecture given at Howard Community College, 

Columbia, Maryland, Feb.12.

Speaker, "The Significance of Dr. Martin Luther King's National Holiday." an interview on WHSV

Television, Harrisonburg, Virginia, January 13.

1985
Speaker, "Wings of Achievement," a speech delivered at the commencement exercises of the Philadelphia 


Christian Academy, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 3.

Speaker, "Where the Jobs Are," a speech delivered at the BDEA 13th Annual Career Conference, 



University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware, May 11.

Presenter, "Challenge for Future Leadership," a workshop presented with Dr. Judith Thomas at Kutztown 


University, Kutztown, Pennsylvania, April 20.

Speaker, "Above and Beyond the Expected," a speech delivered at a convocation at the Potomac Job 



Corps Center, Washington DC, March 15.

Speaker, "Character and Dialogue Workshop," a workshop presented at Montgomery County Community 


College, Pennsylvania, March 5.

1984 Speaker, "One Against the Odds," a speech at the tenth annual W.E.B. Du Bois Symposium, University 


of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania, May.

Speaker, "Sonia Sanchez: A Soft Reflection of Strength," presented at the annual meeting of the College 


Language Association, Nashville, Tennessee, April 20-23.

1983
Speaker, "Characterization in Fiction: A Study of the Characters Created by Black Women Novelists," 


Southern Chester County Writers Conference, Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, October 22.

Participant, Pennsylvania Department of Education Review Team for Elizabeth College, 

February 2-4.

1982
Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown and the Black Folk and Cultural Tradition," Middle Atlantic Writers 



Association, Baltimore, Maryland, November.

Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown Seminar," meeting of the School District of Philadelphia, Afro-American 


Historical and Cultural Museum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November

Speaker, "Women Writers: Sweetness and Light." Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, 

Pennsylvania, October.

Speaker, "Sterling A. Brown: A Critical Assessment," Sterling A. Brown Tribute, City College of New 

York, New York, New York, April.
Speaker, "Images of Black Women in American Literature," Bishop Carroll High School, Ardmore, 

Pennsylvania, March.

1981
Speaker, "Literary Legacy of Lincoln University," Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Festival, Lincoln 


University, Pennsylvania, November.

Speaker, "Literature: A Catalyst for Goal Setting," Cheyney State College, Cheyney, Pennsylvania, July. 

1980
Panel member for the National Endowment for the Humanities' Summer Program in American 



Literature, Washington DC, December 8.

     
Speaker, "Fiction: From Whose Point of View," Southern Chester County Writers Annual Meeting, 


Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, October 25.

Presenter, "Sterling Brown and the Black Folk Tradition," paper read at Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission Conference, Millersville State College, Millersville, Pennsylvania, April 1.

Speaker, "The Images of Black Women in Literature," lecture given at Lock Haven State College, Lock 



Haven, Pennsylvania, May 5.

1976 Speaker, "His Blackness is the Beauty of his Racial Memory," tribute read at a UMUM TRIBUTE for 




Sterling A. Brown, in Washington DC, November 21.

1974
Speaker, "Images of the Black Man in American Literature," HARAMBE, Channel 26, WCIU-TV.

1973
Presenter, "Revolutionary Black Theater," paper read at Black Theatre Workshop, Roosevelt University, 

Chicago, Illinois

1972
Several reviews for the University of Chicago Review of the Arts, a program aired on WBBM, CBS 


News Radio Station.

GRANTS AWARDED (Selected)
2024    
Mellon Foundation, $750,000 (Educopia, Fiscal Sponsor)

2023      Mellon Foundation, $150,000 (Educopia, Fiscal Sponsor)
2021       Mellon Foundation, $2,000,000
2018      William King Foundation, $16,000
2016
NEA, $10,000
2014
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, $8,000
 Virginia Commission for the Arts, $10,000
2012 
Poetry Foundation, $2000
2011       Virginia Commission for the Arts, $3,500
2007    
Target Corporation, “Dream in Color,” $40,000
2006      R. R. Donnelley, $20,000

2005      Mourning Katrina Donor, $3,000
2004
Arts Council of the Valley, $4,500, 

California Newsreel, $10,000

Virginia Commission for the Arts, $8,000

Virginia Foundation for the Arts and Public Policy, $10,500

1994 Bell Atlantic Foundation, $5,000

Choice Communications Group, $5,000

Philip Morris Foundation, $25,000

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and Public Policy, $11,500

FAMILY
· Husband received B.A. from Howard University, Washington DC and M.B.A. from the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business; certified as a C.P.A.; worked as Deputy Executive Director of Chicago Urban League and Senior Accountant for Price Waterhouse and Company; Associate Professor of Business Administration at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania; and received his doctorate degree in accounting from Temple University in 1986.  He is presently Professor of Accounting at James Madison University.  We have one daughter, Jessea Nayo Gabbin. 

PAGE  
14

