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Education
May 2015
Ph.D. in Italian Language and Literature, Yale University (New Haven, CT)

           Dissertation Title: The Question of Prophecy in Dante’s Commedia

Advisor: Prof. Giuseppe Mazzotta
May 2012 
M.A. and M.Phil. in Italian Language and Literature, Yale University (New Haven, CT)
May 2008 
M.A. in Italian Studies, University of Notre Dame (Notre Dame, IN)

Thesis Title: La Divina Mimesis: Fragments of a Modern Hell

Advisor: John Welle
July 2005 

Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literatures (University of Rome “La Sapienza”), magna cum laude. Emphasis in:  English and American Language and Literatures, German Language and Literature, Comparative Literature. 
Dissertation title: Gospels and Novels
Advisor: Prof. Piero Boitani

Publications

Chapters in Books 
“Dreams of Prophets, Dreams of Poets”. In Carol Chiodo and Christiana Purdy-Moudarres, eds.: Dante’s Volume from Alpha to Omega: Inscriptions on the Poet’s Universe. Tempe, AZ: Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies [Forthcoming, 2018].
 “Decameron 6.2: Cisti Fornaio,” in David Lummus (ed.), Lectura Boccaccii of Decameron, Day 6, [Forthcoming, 2018].
“La poiesis della Terra Australis,” In Di Rocco, Emilia (ed.), Le Storie del Grande Sud. Bologna, Il Mulino, 2017, pp. 49-69.
“«Facitor de l’imagini»: Lo spettacolo della creazione in Michelangelo e Tasso”. In Erminia Ardissino ed Elisabetta Selmi, eds.: Il Libro Sacro Figurato in Italia tra Cinque e Seicento. Roma: Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 2012, pp. 309-322.
Work in Progress
Articles/Chapters 

“Invidere and Antivedere: Notes on Prophecy and Envy in Dante's Purgatorio”

Book project

Book manuscript based on dissertation The Question of Prophecy in Dante’s Commedia.
CONFERENCES, PRESENTATIONS & INVITED LECTURES 

Conference Papers
“The Power of Brevity in Decameron 6.2,” AAIS Annual Conference 2018, Sorrento, Italy, June 14 – 17, 2018, June 16th, 2018.
“The Journey of Words in the Sixth Day of the Decameron,” AATI Annual Conference 2018, Cagliari, Italy, June 20 – 24, 2018, June 22nd, 2018. 
“The Bite of Envy: Dante’s representation of Invidia in Purgatorio,” Canadian Society for Italian Studies 2018 Annual Conference 11-13 May, Ottawa, Canada, May 13th, 2018.
“The Sicilian Vespers and the Possibilities of History in Paradiso 8,” Convegno Internazionale AATI 2017 Palermo 28 giugno - 2 luglio, Palermo, Italy, June 28 - July 2, 2017.

“Pasolini e il Decameron napoletano,” Convegno Internazionale AATI 2016 Napoli 22-26 giugno, Naples, Italy, June 22-26, 2016.

“Broken Bodies: from Lorenzo’s Head to Aesculapius’ Medicine,” Boccaccio in Washington, The American Boccaccio Association Triennial Conference, Washington, D.C., October  4-6, 2013.
“Veder dinanzi: Prophecy and Divination in the Commedia,” Dante and the Christian Imagination. University of St Michael's College, in the University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, March 9-11, 2012.
“«Facitor de l’imagini»: Lo spettacolo della creazione in Michelangelo e Tasso,” The Baroque Page: Image and Text, Yale University, New Haven, CT, April 29-30, 2011.
“Dreams of Prophets, Dreams of Poets,” Dante’s Volume from Alpha to Omega, Yale University New Haven, CT, March 26-28, 2010. 
Invited Talks

“Invidia and Antivedere: Envy and Prophecy in Purgatorio XIII and XIV,” Talk for the Dante Working Group at Yale University, November 16th, 2017.
Presentations
“Jhumpa Lahiri and the Courage of Writing in Another Language” for the Foreign Languages, Literatures, and Cultures Annual Conference 12-13 April 2018, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA, April 12th, 2018.

“Lectura Dantis on Inferno 20” for the Yale Dante Working Group, Yale University, New Haven, CT, March 28, 2013.
Conference Organizer
The Baroque Page: Image and Text, Yale University, New Haven, CT. April 29-30, 2011.
Panel Organizer
“The Art of The Word and Artistic Creation in Medieval Italian Literature,” AAIS Annual Conference 2018, Sorrento, Italy, June 14 – 17, 2018. 
“Real and Imaginary Travels in Medieval and Early Modern Italian Literature,” AATI Annual Conference 2018, Cagliari, Italy, June 20 – 24, 2018.
“Vices, Virtues, and the Senses in the Middle Ages and Renaissance,” Canadian Society for Italian Studies 2018 Annual Conference 11-13 May, Ottawa, Canada, May 11-13, 2018.

“Medieval Sicily: A Crossroads of People, Languages, and Cultures,” AATI Annual Conference 2017, Palermo, Italy, June 28 - July 2, 2017.
Panel Chair/Moderator
“Vices, Virtues, and the Senses in the Middle Ages and Renaissance,” Canadian Society for Italian Studies 2018 Annual Conference 11-13 May, Ottawa, Canada, May 11-13, 2018.

Teaching Experience
JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY
Fall 2017 – Present
Assistant Professor at James Madison University, Dept. of Foreign Languages, Cultures, and Literatures. 


Designed and implemented “Short Stories in 20th and 21st century Italian Literature” in a two-day-a week course.

Designed and implemented “Italian Cities” in a two-day-a week course. 

Taught “Intermediate Italian,” in a two-day-a week course.


Designed and implemented “Italian Civilization” in a two-day-a week course.
Designed and implemented “Introduction to Italian Literature” in a two-day-a week course.

Designed and implemented “Italian Theatre: from the Commedia dell’Arte to the Contemporary Scene” Taught two days a week.
Designed and implemented “Medieval Storytelling.” Taught two days a week.

GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
Fall 2016 – Spring 2017
Visiting Assistant Professor at Gettysburg College, Dept. of Italian Studies. 


Taught “Elementary Italian,” in a five-day-a week course.

Designed and implemented “Intermediate Italian.” Taught three days a week.
YALE UNIVERSITY
Summer 2016
Lead Instructor for “Elementary Italian I and II” in Siena, Italy, for the Yale Summer Programs Abroad.


Designed and implemented the intensive course in Italian language and culture over the summer. Taught five days a week. Three weeks on campus and five weeks abroad.

Spring 2016
Lector of Italian for “Italian Intermediate II” at Yale University. Designed and implemented the course in Italian language and culture. Taught five days a week.

Adjunct Professor for “Elementary Italian II” at Fairfield University. Taught Italian language and culture, in a three-day-a-week course.

Fall 2015
Adjunct Professor for “Intermediate Italian I” and “Elementary Spanish II” at Fairfield University.
Taught Italian and Spanish languages and cultures, in three-day-a-week courses.
Summer 2015
Lead Instructor for “Intermediate Italian I and II” in Siena, Italy, for the Yale Summer Programs Abroad.

Designed and implemented the intensive course in Italian language and culture over the summer. Taught five days a week. Three weeks on campus and five weeks abroad.
Spring 2015
Instructor for “Elementary Italian II” at Yale University.
Taught Italian language and culture in a five-day-a-week course.
Fall 2014
Instructor for “Elementary Italian I” at Yale University.

Taught Italian language and culture in a five-day-a-week course.
Spring 2013
“Boccaccio, Chaucer and the Art of Medieval Storytelling”, co-designed and co-taught with Prof. Millicent Marcus for the Yale Associate in Teaching Fellowship. 

Newly developed interdisciplinary survey course on Boccaccio’s Decameron and Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Seminar format, writing intensive course.
February 7, 2013
Guest Lecturer for ITAL 450, “Italian Culture” (Prof. Alessia Dalsant, University of New Haven). Topic: Italian Literature from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.
October 23, 2013
Guest Lecturer for the course  “Dante in Translation” (Prof. Giuseppe Mazzotta). Topic: Purgatorio 26-28.
Fall 2012
Teaching Assistant for the course “Dante in Translation” (Prof. Giuseppe Mazzotta)

Developed and taught a section once a week to undergraduate students.
Summer 2012
Teaching Assistant for the course “Italian Renaissance Theater” (Prof. Giuseppe Mazzotta) ” in Siena, Italy, for Yale Summer Programs Abroad.

Developed and taught a section once a week to undergraduate students.
Fall 2010 – Spring 2012
Instructor for “Elementary Italian I,” “Elementary Italian II,” “Intermediate Italian I,” and “Intermediate Italian II” at Yale University

Taught Italian language and culture in five-day-a-week courses.
NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY
Fall 2006 – Spring 2008
Instructor for “Elementary Italian I” and “Elementary Italian II” at the University of Notre Dame

Taught Italian language and culture in four-day-a-week courses.
Service to the University and Related Professional Experiences

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY
Fall 2018-Present


Member of the CAL Faculty Advisory Committee 





Liaison for CAL Career Conference March 2019 
Advisor for students of Italian

Coordinator of Italian literature and culture courses
Fall 2018



Member of the Fulbright Campus Committee

Member of the CAL Faculty Advisory Committee

Liaison for CAL Career Conference March 2019

Fall 2017 – Present 


Advisor for the JMU Italian Club 





Co-Organizer for FLLC Faculty Research groups
Fall 2017 – Present 


JMU Library Liason for Italian 
Fall  2017 - Present
Co-organizer of the weekly Italian Table

Fall 2017-Spring 2018
Co-advisor for the JMU Italian Club 

Fall 2017
In committee for hiring the adjunct instructor of Italian for Spring 2018

Assistant organizer of the Italian Film Festival 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
Fall 2016 – Spring 2017
Coordinator of the language for the Dept. of Italian Studies.

Director of the co-curricular activities of the department (film series, Italian Tables, etc.).


Adviser of the Circolo Italiano (Italian Club) of Gettysburg College.

YALE UNIVERSITY
Spring 2015

Certificate of College Teaching Preparation at Yale University.
2012 – 2014

Organizer of the “Dante Working Group” at Yale University


Organized a series of formal and informal meetings on a monthly basis to foster scholarly exchange on Dante among various disciplines. Responsible for administration, funding, and website. 
Summer 2013


Cultural Activities Guide for the Yale Summer School in Siena
Developed activities in Italian and local field trips for undergraduates participating in the full-immersion Study Abroad Program in Siena.
Spring 2013
Assistant Organizer for the conference Investigating Impegno: Twentieth and Twenty-First Century Perspectives on Commitment in Italian Literature and Film. Yale University, New Haven, CT.

Assist in selecting paper abstracts.
Fall 2012 – Spring 2013
President of “The Italian Society of Yale Students and Affiliates”
Organized monthly activities to create a network space for members of the Yale community with an interest for Italian culture. Responsible for administration, funding, and website.
Fall 2012


Website Assistant for the Dante Video Clips Project. Yale 





University, New Haven, CT.

Responsible of the segmentation process: choosing and summarizing video clips from the Dante in Translation course to insert on the Yale University Online Courses website.
April 2011
Organizer of the conference The Baroque Page: Image and Text, Yale University, New Haven, CT.

Responsible for administration and funding. Suggest and communicate with guest lecturers. Coordinate meetings. Handle all communication with domestic and international participants. Coordinate accommodation and excursion venues.
March 2010


Assistant Organizer for the conference Dante’s Volume from Alpha 




to Omega, Yale University New Haven, CT. 


Assist in organizing, writing CFP, choosing guests, and advertising. Responsible of organizing the concert and related activities.
Fall 2008 - Spring 2009
Committee Member of the 4th Yale Italian Film Festival.

Assist in selecting films, advertising, writing program notes, presenting films, and leading Q&A.
Fellowships, Awards, and Honors:

Spring 2013 
Associates in Teaching award from the Yale Teaching Center (co-designing and co-teaching of “Boccaccio, Chaucer and the Art of Medieval Storytelling” with Prof. Millicent Marcus)
2008 - 2015 

Full Tuition and Fellowship from Yale University
2006 - 2008 
Full tuition scholarship and stipend from the University of Notre Dame
Professional Memberships 
American Association of Italian Studies (AAIS)




2009 - present
American Association for Teachers of Italian (AATI)



2010 - present
American Boccaccio Association (ABA)





2013 - present
American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA)



2017 - present

American Council on The Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

2016 - present


Dante Society of America (DSA)






2009 - present
Medieval Academy of America






2017 - present
Modern Language Association (MLA)





2009 - present
Renaissance Society of America






2018 - present

Languages

Italian: Native speaker
English: Near native fluency 
Spanish: Excellent literacy and conversational proficiency
German: Literacy and conversational proficiency
Latin: Reading proficiency
Research Interests

My research interests include Dante Alighieri, the question of allegory and exegesis in the Middle Ages, the Biblical influences on literary texts, and Giovanni Boccaccio. They also include a number of aspects in the Renaissance, Michelangelo, Tasso, and the relation of literary and visual arts. My expertise on the modern hinges on Pier Paolo Pasolini, the relationship between contemporary literature and medieval authors. My interest in theories of Second Language Acquisition encompasses intercultural competence, the relationship between technology and language learning, and implicit vs. explicit learning.
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