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TOP - Volunteers planting the fruit trees in the fall of 2021. (JMU/A. Bodle) 
BOTTOM RIGHT - QR Code linking to the project website. (Site by M.Schmitt-Harsh)
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"The JMU Edible Forest Garden (EFG) Project began in 
2020 as an effort to beautify, diversify, and restore part 
of the campus landscape. The JMU EFG works to 
advance the mission of the university by offering unique 
and innovative educational and service-learning 
opportunities for students, alumni, staff, faculty, and 
community members. A central focus of the EFG is to 
enhance awareness of sustainable food production and 
whole food nutrition." - Dr. Mikaela Schmitt-Harsh. Scan 
the QR code to visit the EFG Project's website.



Raspberries

ALL ABOUT BERRIES

Wineberries

Summer berries in Virginia (VADCR/Bruce Ingram)

Next to ripen in the summer are blackberries 
and the Northern Dewberry.  The fruits are 
similar in size, but some say the dewberry is 
sweeter. To identify, the dewberry leaves 
come in threes and the its vines' grow across 
the forest floor. Blackberry vines grow 
upright and have three to five leaflets.

The sweetest of the wild berries on 
campus, these are identified by their blue- 
green vines.  leaflets are in threes and fives 
and the undersides are silvery green.

These red berries ripen shortly after 
raspberries and can be identified easily by 
its smaller thorns that often give the vine 
stem a reddish color.  While not native, this 
shrub does provide a tasty treat for birds 
and campus and forest omnivores. It can 
have invasive qualities in certain habitat 
types and is found in most of Virginia.

Dewberries and Blackberries

Blueberries
The last summer berry to ripen in our 
campus forests is the Highbush blueberry. 
Critters and birds get to these before I can. 
The plant has elliptical leaves and often the 
shrubs grow in dense patches. 

Summer fruits you can find in the forests 
on campus include the following five 
berries pictured to the left, starting with 
raspberries on top and ending the season 
with the blueberry. Mulberries and 
serviceberries, not pictured here, are the 
very first edible fruits on campus each year.


