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APRIL 16 - MAY 14
OPEN ENROLLMENT
for health insurance benefits, flexible reimbursement accounts and AFLAC.

Any changes will be effective July 1, 2012

Important dates...

Tuesday, May 8 - Administration and Finance Divisional Meeting

Location: Festival Ballroom
Time: 8:30 a.m. Continental breakfast
8:55 a.m. Meeting starts

11:45 a.m. Meeting adjourns

Shuttle service:
8:05 a.m. Pick up at the University Services Building
8:20 - 8:35 a.m. Arrive at the Festival
11:45 a.m. Return from Festival
Thursday, May 10 - JMU Thanks to You Employee Appreciation
Location: Festival
Time: 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day (JMU holiday)
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Two hundred years. That is the total number of
years of electrical experience held by the mem-

bers of the Electric Shop. There are seven elec-

tricians in the shop, with years of experience

ranging from 15 to 40. Supervisor, Al Smith, has

40 years of experience in the electrical field,
and 25 of those years have been while working
at JMU.

Although it may seem that Al is a permanent
fixture (not of the electrical variety) in Facilities
Management, he will be retiring this August. In
his quarter century at JMU, he has witnessed
many changes in the Electric Shop. Back in
1987, JMU had its own electrical system that
produced electricity. The system was ancient
and overloaded and in the mid 1990’s, Harri-
sonburg Electric Commission became JMU’s
source of electricity.

Safety practices have certainly improved
throughout the years. Al recalls using danger-
ous, antiquated equipment like a four-foot piece

of wood with a hook to pull or push open air cut-

outs in order to break or energize a circuit. It
was like having “lightening at the end of your
hands”. Today, safety is first. Current equip-
ment is much safer, and the shop is always
looking for ways to reduce risk of injury, espe-
cially electrocution. In April, employees will par-
ticipate in Arc fault flash training to learn ways
to prevent high temperature pressure blasts. Al
anticipates that in the near future all electrical
equipment will be rated for danger and will indi-
cate what safety equipment is required to per-
form repairs or maintenance.

There have also been significant changes in the

types and volume of equipment that is serviced
by the shop. Computers, televisions, and tele-
phones account for much of the increase in de-
mand for electrical work. In 2011, the Electric
Shop ran over 10,000 feet of conduit. The ma-
jority of it was for University Telecommunica-

for such things as lasers and electron mag-
nets for science labs, wind turbines, security
cameras, and card access.

A tremendous portion of electrical work is
dedicated to the design, building, installation
and maintenance of card access systems.
JMU has over a hundred buildings that utilize
card access. New construction on campus
increases the workload in this area. It will take
two to three months to complete all of the
card access required for the new CISAT Bio-
tech Academic Building. Because card ac-
cess systems have a lifespan of about eight
to ten years, they must be replaced continu-
ously. The shop currently upgrades card ac-
cess for two to three dorms per year.

The Electric Shop is fortunate to have many
skilled workers to handle all the electrical
challenges of a large, modern campus. Six of
the seven electricians possess Master Electri-
cian Licenses. This is a rarity in the electrical
business. Bob Knott, Keith Wellard, Kenny
Crider, Jeff Smallwood, Mark Campbell and
Al recently welcomed electrician Chris Nazel-
rod and technician Mark Woods to maintain
the exterior lighting throughout the university.
Having a knowledgeable, competent crew
has made Al's job easier, giving him the confi-
dence that jobs will get done and get done
right. Al will miss his co-workers, as well as
many customers, when he retires, but he is
looking forward to traveling, remodeling, and
taking up fishing again.
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(L-R) First Row: Chris Nazelrod, Mark Woods, Kenny Crider 2nd Row: Keith
Wellard, Mark Campbell, Jeff Smallwood 3rd Row: Al Smith, Bob Knott

Wayland Hall Certification

This past January, Wayland Hall received the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign (LEED) platinum certification. It is the first
renovated residence hall in the country to re-
ceive this honor! The renovation was spotlight-
ed in the October 2011 issue of the FM News-
letter. Wayland was given this prestigious cer-
tification as a result of it's extraordinary energy
-saving and sustainable design. This building
is an excellent example of JMU’s commitment
to environmental stewardship.

Back of Wayland Hall



http://facmgt.jmu.edu/web/support_services/human_resources/news_letters/2011-October-Newsletter.pdf�
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(L-R) Housekeepers, Patsy Delawder, Starr Dofflemyer, and Re-
becca May, at the Banquet Committee’s Barbeque Sandwich
Fundraiser.

(L-R) Landscapers: Aldine Cubbage, Sherwood Comer, Lowell (L-R) Life Safety Employees, Travis Bussey, Chris Cooley, and
Miller, Randy Campbell, Charles Kiser, Wayne Lucas Elmer Stoops, at the send-off for Lee Smith

= JNOFTBALY

HR Coordinator, Michelle Small, serving barbeque (L-R) Housekeeper,s, Amanda Short, Brittany Rexrode, Mary Gib-
son, and Gwen Charles, at the Barbeque Fandraiser
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What to Do If a Tornado Hits

o Listen to the television and radio for tornado watches and warnings. Watches indicate that
a tornado is possible. Warnings come when a tornado has been sighted. Some signs of a
tornado include strong, persistent rotation in the base of a cloud, and whirling dust or de-
bris on the ground under a cloud base. Tornadoes sometimes have a visible funnel, hail or
heavy rain followed by dead calm or a fast, intense wind shift with a loud, continuous roar
or rumble, which doesn’t fade in a few seconds like thunder does.

e Proceed to the lowest level of the building (the basement where available). Go to interior
rooms or halls away from windows. Bathrooms with block walls are good options. Identify
these areas beforehand. Crouch as low as possible to the floor, facing down and cover
your head with your hands.

e If you are in a car, get out of your vehicle and try to find shelter inside a sturdy building. A
culvert or ditch can provide shelter if a substantial building is not nearby — lie down flat
and cover your head with your hands.

e Do not take shelter under a highway overpass or bridge, because debris could get blown
under them or the structures themselves could be destroyed. If you are outside, try to find
shelter immediately in the nearest substantial building.

« If no buildings are close, lie down flat in a ditch or depression and cover your head with
your hands.

e If you live in a mobile home, do not stay in it during a tornado. You should leave immedi-
ately and seek shelter inside a nearby sturdy building or lie down in a ditch away from your
home.

Check JMU’s Comprehensive Safety Plan for more details: http://www.imu.edu/safetyplan/
emergresponse/specificprocedures/weather/violent weather/Tornadoes.pdf

This is your newsletter! We want to include special projects or accomplishments
of your department or shop. We would especially love to include any pictures that
would be relevant to the newsletter. Please contact Deanna at 8-6422 or
email to glassdl.
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