English M.A. Program Checklist

►33 credit hour minimum◄
_____English 600:  Research Methods (3 credits; must be taken in the student’s first semester)

_____600-level Seminars (a minimum of 24 credit hours is required, 27 if a student does not take ENG 501); 6 thesis credits may count toward this total; thesis continuance credits do not). One course must focus on literature pre-1800.
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_____500 Electives (up to 6 credit hours may be taken in place of 600-level seminars; excluding ENG 501). Permission of Graduate Director and faculty member required. Proposal required (see Graduate Director for details) 
_____Reading Competency in a Foreign Language (see the Graduate website, Academics, for means by which this requirement may be satisfied)

_____M.A. Exam (typically taken during a student’s last semester in the program.  Students needing additional time must register for ENG 698: Comps Continuance—1 credit, as needed)

Thesis Option 6 credit hours to be divided among two semesters). The thesis is optional and, if selected, replaces two 600-level seminars (6 credit hours).

_____ENG 700:  Thesis (3 credits)

_____ENG 700:  Thesis (3 credits)

_____ENG 698:  Thesis Continuance (optional, 2 credits—may be repeated as needed)
Notes:

1. A full-time load is nine (9) credit hours; students may petition CGOP to take an under-load (6 credit hours) one semester only.  Approval of under-load requests is neither automatic nor guaranteed.

2. All students must take an Honor Code tutorial and test during their first semester in the program, even if they earned an undergraduate degree from JMU.

3. A 3.0 GPA or better is required to graduate from the program.  Any student receiving 3 C’s, an F or a U in graduate courses will be dismissed from the program; a student receiving 2 C’s or whose GPA falls below 3.0 will be placed on academic warning.

4. Students must be registered during the semester they intend to graduate and must complete an Application for Graduate Degree; continuance enrollment policies apply.  See CGOP Handbook.

5. Students are responsible for knowing CGOP and program requirements and for assuring that they have met all program and CGOP requirements in a timely manner.

