2026-2027 SCOM Academic Advising Checklist (for all concentrations)

NOTES:
· Effective with students accepted into the major upon completing 240 in Fall 2026)
· Students may take no more than 9 SCOM credits at the 200 level or above before being fully-admitted to the major (SCOM 240/240L count as 3 of these credits)
· Minimum 42 Credits in SCOM 
· The “semester” column indicates when a class may be offered but is subject to change.

GENERAL EDUCATION, complete 41 hours across five areas of study
□ Madison Foundations  □ Arts and Humanities  □ The Natural World  □ American and Global Contexts  □ Sociocultural and Wellness

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (Choose BA or BS)
	University Bachelor of Arts Degree Requirements, 
3-17 credit hours
	University Bachelor of Science Degree Requirements, 
6 credit hours

	□ Foreign Language classes
(intermediate level required) (0-14 credits)
	□ Quantitative Requirement
(in addition to General Education) (3 credits)

	□ Philosophy Course
(in addition to General Education courses) (3 credits)
	□ Scientific Literacy Requirement
(in addition to General Education) (3 credits)



CORE REQUIREMENTS, 18 credits
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 240/240L Introduction to Communication Theory
	3
	Declaration of SCOM Major and SCOM 122 or SCOM 123
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 242 Presentational Speaking
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 280 Intro to Communication Research
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 341 Persuasion
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 358 Business and Professional Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	SCOM Advanced Research Methods (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 381 Rhetorical Research Methods
□ SCOM 383 Quantitative Experimental Research Methods
□ SCOM 385 Qualitative Research Methods
□ SCOM 386 Survey Research Methods
□ SCOM 388 Campaign Research Methods
	3
	SCOM 280
	F/S/Su



SCOM ELECTIVES, take 6 credits
	□ SCOM 200/300/400
□ SCOM 200/300/400
	Any courses at the 200/300/or 400 level in SCOM can count as an elective, as can Practica, Independent Study, and Internships



CONCENTRATION, 18 credits (Choose and Complete one of six concentrations of study)
Advocacy Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 342 Argument and Advocacy
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S

	□ SCOM 352 Communication and Social Movements
	3
	Fully admitted major
	S

	□ SCOM 353 American Political Culture and Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S

	□ SCOM 442 Advanced Topics in Advocacy
	3
	Fully admitted major
	S

	Advocacy Studies Concentration Electives (Choose 2 from list below)
□ SCOM 301/WGSS 301 Feminist Blogging: Shout Out! 
□ SCOM 302/ WGSS 302 Third Wave Ecofeminism
□ SCOM 331 Communication and Conflict
□ SCOM 343/WRTC 430 Contemporary Rhet Theory & Practice
□ SCOM 346 Free Speech in America
□ SCOM 347 Comm, Diversity, and Popular Culture 
□ SCOM 354/WRTC 326 Environmental Comm. & Advocacy
□ SCOM 356 Immigrant Advocacy
□ SCOM/SMAD 357 Youth, Communication and Culture 
□ SCOM/WGSS/WRTC 420 Feminist Rhetorics
□ SCOM 431 Legal Communication
□ SCOM 453 Political Campaign Communication
□ SCOM 456 Fundraising Campaigns and Donor Motivation 
□ SCOM 470 Health Communication Campaigns
□ SCOM/SMAD/POSC 472 Media and Politics
	6
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites






	



Cultural Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 248 Intercultural Communication
	3
	SCOM 122, or 123
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 349 Ethnographic Approaches to Communication Studies
	3
	Fully-admitted major
	F

	□ SCOM 448 Communication, Culture and Identity
	3
	SCOM 122, or 123
	S

	Cultural Communication Concentration Electives (Choose 2)
□ SCOM/ANTH 305 Language and Culture
□ SCOM 347 Communication, Diversity, and Popular Culture
□ SCOM/WGSS 348 Communication and Gender
□ SCOM 352 Communication and Social Movements
□ SCOM 355 Food as Communication
□ SCOM 356 Immigrant Advocacy
□ SCOM/SMAD 357 Youth, Communication and Culture
□ SCOM 395 Study Abroad Seminar
□ SCOM/WGSS/WRTC 420 Feminist Rhetorics
	6
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Communication Skills (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 261 PR Techniques: Written
□ SCOM/WGSS 301 Feminist Blogging: Shout Out! JMU
□ SCOM 325 Small Group Communication
□ SCOM 340 Principles and Processes of Interviewing
□ SCOM 342 Argument and Advocacy
□ SCOM 344 Oral Interpretation
□ SCOM 358 Business and Professional Communication
Studies
□ SCOM 447 Communication Tools for Organizational Challenges
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	



Health Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 370 Intro to Health Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major 
	F/S

	□ SCOM 468 Interpersonal Communication in Health Contexts
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F

	□ SCOM 470 Health Communication Campaigns
	3
	SCOM 370
	S

	Health Communication Concentration Electives (Choose 2)
□ SCOM 303 Special Topics in Health Communication
□ SCOM 320 Introduction to Interpersonal Communication
□ SCOM 331 Communication and Conflict
□ SCOM 345 Nonverbal Communication
□ SCOM 350 Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 440 Family Communication
□ SCOM 448 Communication, Culture and Identity
□ SCOM 471 Culture and Health Communication
	6
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Communication Skills (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 340 Principles and Practices of Interviewing
□ SCOM 342 Argument and Advocacy
□ SCOM 447 Communication Tools for Organizational Challenges
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	





Interpersonal Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 320 Introduction to Interpersonal Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 440 Family Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major, SCOM 280
	F/S/Su

	Interpersonal Communication Concentration Electives (Choose 2)
□ SCOM 314 Communication in Romantic Relationships
□ SCOM 330 Special Topics in Interpersonal Communication
□ SCOM 331 Communication and Conflict
□ SCOM 345 Nonverbal Communication 
□ SCOM 348 Gender Communication
□ SCOM 414 Attachment Theory
□ SCOM 468 Interpersonal Communication in Health Contexts
	6
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Communication Skills (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 325 Small Group Communication
□ SCOM 340 Principles and Processes of Interviewing
□ SCOM 342 Argument and Advocacy
□ SCOM 447 Communication Tools for Organizational Challenges
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Communication Depth Elective (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 248 Intercultural Communication
□ SCOM 260 Introduction to Public Relations
□ SCOM 350 Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 370 Introduction to Health Communication
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	



Organizational Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 350 Organizational Communication
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 447 Communication Tools for Organizational Challenges
	3
	Fully admitted major
	F/S

	□ SCOM 450 Advanced Studies in Organizational Communication
	3
	SCOM 350
	F/S

	Organizational Communication Breadth Requirement (Choose 2)
□ SCOM 306 Advanced Topics in Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 325 Small Group Communication
□ SCOM 340 Principles and Processes of Interviewing
□ SCOM 425 Leadership Communication
□ SCOM 495 Internship
	6
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Organization Communication Concentration Electives
(Choose 1)
□ SCOM 320 Introduction to Interpersonal Communication
□ SCOM 331 Communication and Conflict
□ SCOM 345 Nonverbal Communication
□ SCOM/WGSS 348 Communication and Gender 
□ SCOM 370 Health Communication
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	



Public Relations
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	□ SCOM 260 Introduction to Public Relations
	3
	
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 261 Public Relations Techniques I: Written
	3
	SCOM 260
	F/S/Su

	□ SCOM 362 Public Relations Theory and Concepts
	3
	SCOM 260
	F/S

	Advanced Public Relations Skills (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 361 Public Relations Techniques II: Visual
□ SCOM 367 Advanced Public Relations Writing
	3
	SCOM 261
	

	Public Relations in Context (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 363 International Public Relations 
□ SCOM 365 Sports Public Relations
□ SCOM 369 Topics in Engaged Public Relations
□ SCOM 456 Fundraising Campaigns & Donor Motivation
□ SCOM 460 Public Relations Management
	3
	SCOM 260

	

	Public Relations Capstone: (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 461 Public Relations Campaigns
□ SCOM 462 Bluestone Communications *with prior approval
	3
	SCOM 362, an Advanced Techniques course & a PR Context course, and Advanced Research Methods

	



Generalist Communication
	Class
	Credits
	Prerequisite/Corequisite
	Semester(s)

	Communication Theory and Context: (Choose 3, 1 must be at the 400-level)
□ SCOM 245 Signs, Symbols, and Social Interaction
□ SCOM 248 Intercultural Communication
□ SCOM 260 Intro to Public Relations
□ SCOM/WGSS 302 Third Wave Ecofeminism
□ SCOM/ANTH 305 Language and Culture
□ SCOM 306 Advanced Topics in Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 313 Topics in Communication Studies
□ SCOM 314 Communication in Romantic Relationships
□ SCOM 320 Intro to Interpersonal Communication
□ SCOM 330 Special Topics in Interpersonal Communication
□ SCOM 331 Communication and Conflict
□ SCOM 338 The Art of Public Debate
□ SCOM 345 Nonverbal Communication
□ SCOM 346 Free Speech in America
□ SCOM 347 Communication, Diversity, and Popular Culture
□ SCOM 348/WGSS 348 Communication and Gender
□ SCOM 349 Ethnographic Approaches to Communication Studies
□ SCOM 350 Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 351/WRTC 351 Visual Rhetoric
□ SCOM 352 Communication and Social Movements
□ SCOM 353 American Political Culture and Communication
□ SCOM 354/WRTC 326 Environmental Communication and Advocacy
□ SCOM 355 Food as Communication
□ SCOM 356 Immigrant Advocacy
□ SCOM 357 Youth Communication and Culture
□ SCOM 362 Public Relations Theory and Concepts
□ SCOM 363 International Public Relations
□ SCOM 365 Sports Public Relations
□ SCOM 369 Topics in Engaged Public Relations
□ SCOM 370 Intro to Health Communication
□ SCOM 395 Study Abroad
□ SCOM 413 Advanced Topics in Communication Studies
□ SCOM 414 Attachment Communication
□ SCOM/WGSS/WRTC 420 Feminist Rhetorics
□ SCOM 425 Leadership Communication
□ SCOM 431 Legal Communication
□ SCOM 440 Family Communication
□ SCOM/HIST 441 Oral History
□ SCOM 442 Advanced Topics in Advocacy Studies
□ SCOM 448 Communication, Culture and Identity
□ SCOM 450 Advanced Studies in Organizational Communication
□ SCOM 453 Political Campaign Communication
□ SCOM 456 Fundraising Campaigns and Donor Motivation
□ SCOM 460 Public Relations Management
□ SCOM 461 Public Relations Campaigns
□ SCOM 462 Student-run Public Relations Firm
□ SCOM 470 Health Communication Campaigns
□ SCOM 471 Culture and Health Communication
□ SCOM/POSC/SMAD 472 Media and Politics
	9

	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	Communication Skills: (Choose 1)
□ SCOM 261 Public Relations Techniques I: Written
□ SCOM/WGSS 301 Feminist Blogging
□ SCOM 325 Small Group Communication
□ SCOM 340 Principles and Processes of Interviewing
□ SCOM 342 Argument and Advocacy
□ SCOM 344 Oral Interpretation
□ SCOM 361 Public Relations Techniques I: Visual
□ SCOM 367 Advanced Public Relations Writing
□ SCOM 447 Communication Tools for Organizational Change
	3
	Refer to catalog or MyMadison for prerequisites/corequisites

	

	300/400-Level SCOM courses: (Choose 2) These are in addition to the two electives that all SCOM majors complete.
□ SCOM 300/400 
□ SCOM 300/400
	6
	
	



