
 

 

2021-22 JMU Public Safety Committee End of Year Report 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The James Madison University Public Safety Committee meets annually and 
when needed to discuss public safety concerns and needs of the University 
community.  The JMU Public Safety meeting held its meeting on March 30, 2022 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The JMU Public Safety Committee addressed several concerns during its annual 
meeting.  The first concern revolved around the “Bird” scooters and their usage 
on and around campus.  While mobility devices remain important to several 
members of the JMU Community, many members of the panel believed a few of 
the users operated the devices recklessly in violation of the University’s 
Standards of Conduct. 
 
JMU PD will be in contact with the regional franchise holder and have 
discussions about limiting speeds in certain parts of the campus.  We will also 
push more prevention messages out through the school year to ensure a safe 
environment for all campus users. 
 
Parking topics continue to remain a concern during the peak class hours.  Many 
university visitors, students, and faculty/staff continue to wait in parking lots for 
highly coveted parking spots.  Realizing this is a time management issue, it 
became difficult for the JMU Public Safety Committee to address this concern.  
JMU Parking Services explained Ballard Parking Deck usually possesses more 
than 700 open parking spaces daily.  The main problem revolves around the 
individual’s desire to park close to their building or final destination.  With free 
shuttle service on-campus and a walkable campus, this will remain a problem 
within some of the lots.  JMU PD will work to minimize the disruption the 
stationary vehicles may cause, but legally we have no recourse and we have no 
solution to community members waiting for parking spots to open. 
 
A discussion took place about the crosswalks and bus shelters on Carrier Drive. 
Members of the committee believed the bus shelters remained too close to 
Carrier Drive in front of the Science Buildings.  The bus shelters made it difficult 
to see pedestrians who were crossing the street from the faculty/staff parking lots 
to the academic buildings.  The public safety committee will be looking at the 
feasibility of moving the shelters back on the sidewalk, without impeding those 
utilizing the sidewalk.  JMU PD will also look at more of a presence at the stop 
signs, since many believe vehicles consistently disregard those specific signs. 
 
Finally, a discussion took place about extending East Campus Drive’s sidewalk 
to the north beyond Ballard Parking Deck and extending it to Evelyn Byrd Drive.  



 

 

Currently, the sidewalk stops approximately 100 feet north of Ballard Parking 
Deck. Extending the sidewalk will allow for visitors of the AUBC to have a safe 
and dedicated walkway into the parking lots.  Currently, pedestrians must enter 
East Campus Drive to walk into the surface parking lots.  This will require a 
significant construction design with movement of light poles and landscaping.  
The Committee did see the need and remained in agreement of the re-design.  
The original design of the AUBC and Ballard Parking Deck did not include 
walkability factors leading up to the facilities, therefore the sidewalks were not 
improved or examined in the existing surface lots.    
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The JMU Public Safety Committee met to discuss a variety of issues concerning 
public safety in and around the JMU Campus.  Most items discussed were 
concerning external/outside public safety issues.  Everyone seemed pleased with 
the public safety issues inside buildings, dorms, and sport complexes.  All items 
discussed have a path forward for discussion and action.  The Public Safety 
Committee possesses members from all areas of campus and we have no need 
to increase its size at this time. 


