
YEAR-END REPORT FOR THE MEDIA BOARD (2021-2022) 
Respectfully submitted by Traci Zimmerman, Chair (zimmerta@jmu.edu) 

 
The Media Board met on October 29, 2021; February 4, 2022; and April 8, 2022. What follows in 
this year-end report is a list of the membership from AY 2021-2022; a list of the new and TBD 
members for AY 2022-2023; and summaries from each of our meetings, highlighting action 
items and other concerns.   
 
Media Board Membership AY 2021-2022 
 

Constitution Member 
1. The chair shall be the chief academic officer of the 

college that contains the media arts and design unit or 
their designee. 

Traci Zimmerman 

2. A non-student representative of the university 
administration appointed by the president.  

Mary-Hope Vass 

3. A faculty member selected by the chair.  Roger Soenksen 
4. A faculty member selected by the Faculty Senate, but 

not an officer of the Faculty Senate.  
Steve Turnboo 
Note: Steve left the committee and 
was not replaced this AY 

5. An adviser to The Bluestone.  Cynthia Martin 
6. A news/editorial adviser to The Breeze.  Ryan Parkurst 
7. An adviser to WXJM.  Calvin Pynn 
8. The chief financial adviser to The Breeze.  Brad Jenkins 
9. The adviser to Temper Erica Cavanaugh 
10. The student editor of the Bluestone.  Liv Mumma 
11. The student editor of The Breeze.  Jake Conley (Executive Editor); 

Jillian Carey (Editor-in-Chief) 
12. The student general manager of WXJM.  Annie McGowan 
13. The student editor of Temper. Caitlin Fernandez 
14. A student selected by the board, who is not a member 

of the Student Government Association or any of the 
member media groups.  

Dylan Reeves-Thacker 

15. A student selected by the SGA Executive Council but 
not a member of the Executive Council or a candidate 
for Executive Council.  

Sidney Roth 

Ex officio Melinda Adams 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Media Board Membership 2022-2023 
(With new members and pending members highlighted) 
 

Constitution Member 
The chair shall be the chief academic officer of the 
college that contains the media arts and design unit or 
their designee. 

 Siân White 

A non-student representative of the university 
administration appointed by the president.  

Mary-Hope Vass 

A faculty member selected by the chair.  Roger Soenksen 
A faculty member selected by the Faculty Senate, but 
not an officer of the Faculty Senate.  

TBD 

 An adviser to The Bluestone.  Cynthia Martin 
A news/editorial adviser to The Breeze.  Ryan Parkurst 

 An adviser to WXJM.  TBD 
The chief financial adviser to The Breeze.  Brad Jenkins 
The student editor of the Bluestone.  Erin Gallagher 
The student editor of The Breeze.  Charlotte Matherly (Editor-in-

Chief);  Zia Faqiri (Executive 
Editor) 

The student general manager of WXJM.  Callie Knight-Van Dyke 
The student editor of Temper. Haley Huchler 

Note: Haley was selected after 
Media Board’s final meeting so she 
will need to be approved in advance 
of or after the first board meeting.  
Then she can be officially invited to 
serve. 

An adviser to Temper Erica Cavanaugh 
A student selected by the board, who is not a member 
of the Student Government Association or any of the 
member media groups.  

Trey Jordan 

A student selected by the SGA Executive Council but 
not a member of the Executive Council or a candidate 
for Executive Council.  

TBD 

Ex officio TBD 
 

 
 
 
 



Summary of AY 2021-2022 Meetings and Action Items 
 

October 29, 2021 (12-1pm; Zoom) 
 
The October meeting was an introductory one, with participant members introducing 
themselves and their organizations and reviewing the mission of the board. This was 
also Traci Zimmerman’s second term as Chair of the Media Board.  
 
Distribution of Media Board Constitution  
In advance of the meeting, all members received a copy of the Media Board 
Constitution.  Members were asked if there were any questions about it and the chair 
presented a brief overview of the revisions that were made last year. 
  
Election of Vice-Chair and Secretary 
Ryan Parkhurst was unanimously approved for the role of Vice Chair; Cynthia Martin 
was unanimously approved for the role of Secretary.  
 
Election of Student-at-Large Member 
Dylan Reeves-Thacker was recommended, seconded and approved unanimously to be 
invited as our Student-at-Large Member of the board.   
 
Student Media Budget Outlook and Funding 
Traci reported that, as of this writing, there have been no changes or projected changes 
to the Media Budget.  She explained that the money for these budgets comes from 
student fees.  In her conversations with Paula Lam and Jason McClain, Traci has heard a 
very strong desire to protect this money and to make sure that it flows back to 
supporting the students, as it should.  Traci indicated that she would find out more 
information about budget projections so as to aid in budget planning for the next 
academic year, which may include inviting Paula (or a representative from the student 
budget office) to come to one of our remaining meetings.  She will also inquire about 
the process for requesting budget increases. 
 
Update on Progress/Challenges of Student Organizations this year 
In this section of the meeting, organizations were given the opportunity to share their 
successes and challenges in doing their work so far this semester.  Here are  “snapshots” 
of what was reported: 
 

Bluestone:  Staff have been hired and deadlines, set.  There are some questions 
about the amount that students are being paid, and the Editor-in-Chief is 
interested in exploring the possibility of raising that amount.  In addition, the 
Bluestone reporters encountered some resistance with a story they were 
working on RE: Dining Services, which ultimately resulted in DS refusing to allow 
the student representative to speak to the Bluestone about the story.  The 



Bluestone has gone a different direction with this story, but would like to 
understand why there are such strict regulations about interviewing and working 
with student employees in this area.   
 
Breeze:  The Breeze reported some concerns that their AD revenue had not 
rebounded to pre-pandemic levels; as such, their projections are that they will 
likely miss their budget targets in those areas.  They are also interested in 
looking for separate funding streams for Breeze TV, since participation in that 
area has grown exponentially (with 57 active members) resulting in their 
outgrowing the studio space in Harrison (G277).    In other, exciting news, The 
Breeze’s online news site was named a finalist for the Pacemaker award from 
the Associated Collegiate Press. The Pacemaker is the most prestigious award in 
student media. BreezeJMU.org was one of 28 finalists from four-year schools. 
This honor is particularly meaningful, as the website is where all Breeze and 
Breeze TV work comes together in one multimedia product. As such, the honor 
demonstrates the success that these students have had at creating a multimedia 
experience through collaboration among web, print and TV staff.  
 
WXJM:  WXJM reported that things were clipping along. 
 
Temper:  Temper reported some challenges in recruiting as well as in 
transitioning/succession planning, given that there have been many changes 
over the last two years in advising and leadership of the magazine.  The Editor-
in-Chief indicated that she thought that the tide might turn after the 
Thanksgiving break, and Traci indicated that she would see if there are any 
resources that might be of help to the team and follow up.   

 
 

February 4, 2022 
 
The February meeting began with a brief budget planning session led by Paula Lam.  The 
rest of the meeting was devoted exclusively to presentations by and elections of the 
student leadership for Media Board organizations, specifically the Bluestone, Breeze and 
WXJM.  After hearing these presentations, asking questions of the applicants, discussing, 
and voting -- the results were as follows: 

 
Callie Knight-Van Dyke was elected as WXJM general manager.  
Erin Gallagher was elected as Bluestone editor.  
Charlotte Matherly was elected as Breeze Editor-in-Chief.  
Zia Faqiri was elected as Breeze Executive Editor.  

 
 
 
 



April 8, 2022 
The chair reminded everyone that budgets for next academic year are by Wednesday, 
April 13.  The chair then asked if there should be a separate meeting for all advisors with 
student employment, as there had been many I-9 issues (and other payment issues) that 
emerged this year. One of the newer advisers on the Board suggested there was no 
need right now, but it would have been helpful when she began the position. Also 
suggested an advising handbook be created for new advisers to point them to needed 
training and available resources. 
 
The adviser of Temper then gave a report on the organization’s status: 

a. Next editor-in-chief—no news on this yet 
b. Erica noted communication between adviser and editor has been sparse 
c. Budget will need to be determined, as will Temper’s immediate future  

 
Siân White, incoming chair of the Media Board, introduced herself to board. She will 
move into the position in July. 
 
The discussion then moved to Media Board function and purpose – the chair asked how 
can we better use this board? Do we need more meetings? How can we support work of 
organizations better? Should we elect student at large before the first meeting? Some 
discussion followed and the highlights are below: 

• Select student rep at last meeting of the year for the upcoming year; support 
organizations on an as-needed basis, but don’t necessarily need more 
meetings. 

• Would like to use Board meetings as a space to hear more from students 
who are working on student media—have them report on what is going well 
and what has been challenging; maybe create a listserv to foster 
communication and support among students and advisers 

• One of the student members indicated that she didn’t know why she, as a 
student, was attending meetings…would like to make it a more supportive 
space for student media board members 

• The SGA rep asked what SGA member’s role on Media Board should be. It 
was explained that SGA member is on board because Media groups used to 
petition SGA for funding; model has changed to ensure freedom of press 
without pressure fears of retribution via funding, and so SGA rep is present 
as liaison and to give voice to group 

• It was noted that it is great to have access to past year’s minutes and content 
on our Canvas site and hopes that will continue 

 
In response to the suggestion that we move forward with selecting the student-at-large 
member earlier in the process, there was a motion to nominate and select student-at-
large member for next year.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  After some 
discussion, Trey Jordan, VP of Doghouse Productions (JMU’s Video Production Club), 



was unanimously approved as the incoming student-at-large, and the chair has reached 
out to this student, who has agreed to serve. 
 
Budget Meeting: April 15, 2022 (with Paula Lam and Mark Angel) 
At this meeting, Traci presented the budget for the Breeze and Bluestone Media Board 
organizations and Paula and Mark reviewed, asked questions and approved  those two budgets.  
However, because there was some question about Temper and no budget submitted by WXJM, 
the full Media Board budget set was not able to be approved.  The chair has confirmed that 
Temper will resume next year and has received the WXJM budget request and has submitted 
budget for review. 
 

 
 
 
 
  


