
 
 

 
 

Commencement Ceremony for the 
 College of Health and Behavioral Studies (CHBS) 

Saturday, May 4, 2019  
 

The CHBS ceremony will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Bridgeforth Stadium.  Graduates must bring their completed 
name cards issued by the Office of the Registrar with them to the ceremony.  Name cards are obtained from 
the Office of the Registrar during the week prior to graduation (finals week). If a graduate is not currently in 
Harrisonburg and needs a card, please let us know at chbs-dean@jmu.edu). Note: The Registrar’s Office is 
closed on Friday afternoon (May 3rd) for University Commencement. At the CHBS Commencement ceremony, 
the name card is presented to a reader who will call each student’s name before they cross the stage. 
 
PARKING AND TRANSPORTATION 
Designated on-campus parking facilities will be available for Commencement guests. Because of the number 
of guests visiting JMU on Commencement Day, we recommend that individuals who are staying nearby walk 
to campus or use one of the free shuttle services that will be available.  Information about parking and shuttle 
services will be posted on the Commencement website: http://www.jmu.edu/commencement. Due to the 
volume of traffic trying to access campus that morning, plan on arriving on campus at least an hour and a half 
prior to the start of the ceremony.  
 
ENTERING THE STADIUM 
All graduates need to enter the stadium through Gate D, (near Godwin Transit Center) then pass under the 
stadium seats to the tunnel area (near Gate E) where they will assemble. We ask that graduates approach 
the field from the tunnel area only, rather than crossing the field after entering at Gate D. 
 
All graduates need to be in the stadium and in their seats by 8:40 a.m. on Saturday, May 4th. 
 
GUESTS REQUIRING ACCOMODATIONS  
There will be options for seating for persons with disabilities at Bridgeforth Stadium. Seating in some areas 
may be limited to persons with disabilities and one companion. If you have a guest with limited mobility or 
other special needs, please contact Paula Maxwell at 540-568-8872 or maxwelpj@jmu.edu for arrangements. 
Guests with mobility needs can park in Lots R1 or R8 (with or without handicapped permits). There will be a 
shuttle from Lots R1 and R8 to Gate C to assist our guests.  Special seating for guests with limited mobility will 
be set up in the west end zone of the football field inside Gate C. If you or a member of your party is hearing 
impaired and will need interpretation services, please contact Paula Maxwell immediately so arrangements 
can be made. 
 
SEATING 
Graduates should be seated by 8:40 a.m.  Ushers will direct graduates to their seats within sections on the 
field that will be reserved for their departments. Students will sit by department, not major. There is no 
assigned seating within each departmental section, so graduates may elect to sit with their classmates within 
their major if they wish. The CHBS department sections will be in alphabetical order (CSD, Health Professions, 
Health Sciences, Kinesiology, Nursing, Psychology and Social Work).  Due to the large number of graduates, 
there will not be a student processional for the CHBS ceremony. Guests will be seated in the stadium stands. 
The ceremony will be projected on the large screen for easy viewing. We ask that everyone be respectful of 
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their fellow graduates and remain in the stadium and seated until all graduates have been recognized. The 
ceremony is scheduled to end at 11:00.  
 
GRADUATION ORDER 
Graduates will be directed to stand as each department is named and will be led to the stage area by a faculty 
marshal.  Graduates will present their name card to the reader as they approach the stage. As each graduate’s 
name is read, they will proceed across the stage, shaking hands with the Department Head and Dean. 
(Graduates are not necessarily called in the order they appear in the program). A professional photo will be 
taken at that time. Graduates will exit the stage on the opposite end from which they entered. Upon exiting 
the stage, a second photo will be taken before returning to their seats. After returning to their seats, we ask 
that everyone remain in the stadium and seated until all graduates have been recognized.   
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
A professional photographer from GradImages will be at the ceremony to photograph each graduate as they 
receive their letter of congratulations from the Dean.  (Diplomas will be mailed after the Registrar confirms 
that all graduation requirements have been met). Graduates will be contacted by the photographer about 
purchase arrangements during the weeks following Commencement. 
 
BRIDGEFORTH STADIUM REGULATIONS 
The University requests that you do not bring the following items into the stadium: 

 Alcoholic beverages, controlled substances, weapons, fireworks 
 Animals (Service animals are welcome) 
 Bags larger than 12"x12"x12" 
 Coolers 
 Glass and metal containers 
 Food and beverages (one unopened bottle of water per person, food for a baby or 

drinks/food related to health issues are welcome) 
 Signs, flags, banners, or obscene or indecent clothing 
 Large Strollers (umbrella style are permitted) 
 Wheelies, bicycles, and skateboards 

 
FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS  
Concession stands at the stadium will be open before and during the CHBS ceremony.   
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 
The ceremony will be held outside (rain or shine). If there is a severe storm, an inclement weather plan will be 
implemented.  A decision to implement the inclement weather plan will be made by 7:00 a.m. on May 4th and 
will be posted on the JMU website and announced on the radio at AM 1610.  JMU’s public safety department 
makes that decision.   If the inclement weather plan is put into place, the College of Health and Behavioral 
Studies ceremony will follow the plan listed on the JMU Commencement Web site.  
 
Please check the website, http://www.jmu.edu/commencement for complete Commencement information 
and updates including information about disability accommodations, and other frequently asked questions.  
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