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SPOTLIGHT
Iraq and Syria
The explosive contamination left behind by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria continues to
pose a significant threat to regional security and post-conflict recovery. What obstacles are
organizations facing in Iraq and Syria, and what lessons learned can we pass on to the rest
of the community? Are there measures we can take to ensure the humanitarian response
maximizes the safety of those returning home? What kind of scenarios have humanitarian
actors encountered and what questions do they raise for how we conduct future operations? Specific topics include technical and non-technical survey, targeted clearance, risk
education, land release and risk management, training and equipping operators for C-IED
efforts, and capacity building.

FEATURE
Incorporating IED Disposal into HMA
Modern conflicts and evolving warfare continue to widen the scope of HMA. What is the
process for HMA organizations seeking to include improvised explosive devices (IED) into
their areas of expertise?
As separate groups define IEDs differently, what steps can we take to ensure effective inter-organizational communication? This is increasingly important given the need for accurate risk assessment. How do we differentiate landmines from IEDs? How the weapons’
means of construction, emplacement, and initiation factor into their definition? Does this
matter for effective risk education? Regarding operations, do definitional differences impact
risk assessment? How do HMA organizations factor this into training and equipping their
operators? What materials and techniques have been successful in terms of educating the
local populations? How do organizations navigate the risk of being perceived as taking sides
in conflicts, and what lessons learned can we share with the broader community?

Risk education to children in northern Syria, 2015.
Photo courtesy of DCA Syria.
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Field Notes: This section of The Journal features articles, case
studies, and experiences by practitioners and subject-matter
experts. Field Notes accepts articles on a variety of subjects on
a rolling basis.
Research and Development: This is a peer-reviewed
technical section of The Journal. Scientific and technical articles
on current trends and developments in the field of mine action
and conventional weapons destruction will be considered on a
rolling basis.
Subscribe to The Journal: www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/subscribe.shtml
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Safe and Secure Management of Ammunition
Unplanned explosions at munitions sites worldwide, as well as the ongoing illicit proliferation of ammunition due to poor physical security stockpile management (PSSM) practices at arms depots, highlight the need for increased international cooperation to combat
these threats. Is more widespread application of the International Ammunition Technical
Guidelines (IATG) the solution? What can be done to make the IATG more user-friendly and
applicable for States with limited resources and training? And how can organizations that
conduct safe and secure management of ammunition translate their experience into lessons learned that serve the broader community?
Of particular interest are the African Great Lakes (specifically the Democratic Republic of
The Journal editorial staff reserves the right to reject submissions that include text copied from other sources in part or as a whole. Works that have been published previously
and for which the author retains publishing rights may be submitted, but The Journal
requires the author provide notification of this when submitting the article and give
contact information for the original publisher so that reprint permission may be verified.
Reprint submissions for which this information is not provided may be rejected. Please
note that The Journal reserves all rights to content published and requires notification
and written approval before content is used again by another source or publication.
Authors who submit articles to The Journal are expected to do so in
good faith and are solely responsible for the content therein, including the accuracy
of all information and correct attribution for quotations
and citations.
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