
Summer 2019 JMU Chemistry REU 
Information for ASL Student Interpreter Applicants 

 
 
The JMU Chemistry REU is seeking applications for ASL interpreting students who would like to 
stretch their skills in a supportive and challenging science environment. The program offers two 
different options for ASL interpreting students: 
 

1. A 10-week opportunity (May 20-July 26) for two students to observe and interpret 
in chemistry labs under the supervision of a professional interpreter. There are 
also opportunities for students to interpret in some classroom situations, also in a 
supportive, supervised environment. The interpreting students will be encouraged to 
participate in the social aspects of the program and be available for occasional 
interpreting in the student apartments as well as for other social activities. Mentors will 
give feedback throughout the program and 10-week students will have the opportunity to 
take a (Virginia) state screening test for interpreters at no cost to them. Students will also 
develop a research project related to an aspect of American Sign Language linguistics or 
interpreting, and they will write a paper and present the results at the end of the summer 
at the REU symposium for all our students.  
 

2. Three 2-week opportunities (June 2-15, June 16-29, or June 30-July 13) during the 
10-week program for one student per 2-week slot to observe interpreting in 
chemistry labs in classrooms. Also, for the 2-week students, participation in social 
activities is encouraged to help act as a cultural and linguistic bridge. Professional 
interpreters will provide feedback to improve interpreting skills through live and simulated 
interpreting situations. 

 
Typical settings for observing/interpreting are chemistry labs, faculty-student meetings, bilingual 
(ASL/English) groups of students in social settings, and in the on-campus student apartments, 
as well as some limited classroom interpreting.  
 
Proper attire is necessary for all students to ensure safety in chemistry labs – closed-toed shoes 
(athletic shoes are OK), long pants (jeans are OK) or long-ish skirt, long hair pulled back, and 
safety goggles (provided). Also, students should wear solid color tops in colors appropriate for 
contrast to their skin tone. (“Interpreter clothing,” but no need to be dressy—-business casual is 
fine.) 
 
Finally, the chemistry labs are often very chilly, so it is suggested that students bring a sweater 
or other jacket/wrap so they can be comfortable during the workday, which is typically 9 am to 5 
pm.  
 
——————- 
 
Interested candidates should do the following:  

• Complete the ASL student interpreter application form 
(https://www.jmu.edu/chemistry/reu/);  

• submit a 2-3 minute video of their Voice-to-Sign interpreting. This may be with any 
speaker, but a science-related topic is preferred. Please submit your video using the 
form at https://goo.gl/forms/L1OCLOCZSF8pL9gH2 ;  

• have two letters of recommendation sent to chemreu@jmu.edu. The emails should 
have the subject "2019 REU Reference for (name of applicant)"; and  

• send a copy of your unofficial transcript to chemreu@jmu.edu. The email should have 
the subject "2019 REU transcript for (name of applicant)". 


