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Research & Practice Symposium: Positive Youth Development
October 1 – 2, 2026
James Madison University | Harrisonburg, VA
Agenda*

Thursday, October 1
8:00 - 9:15 - Breakfast (Provided) & Opening Remarks 
	(Dr. Rita Poteyeva, John A. Tuell, Robert Bermingham, VA DJJ Director)
9:15-10:50 – Impact of Positive Relationships on Adolescent Development
	(Judge Geoffrey Gaither, Dr. Elizabeth Raposa, Dr. Jeffrey Waid, Dr. Alyssa Mikytuck)
11:00 - 12:20 – Opportunity Based Probation (WA) & Growth Focused Case Management
	(Dr. Kate Cunningham, Kevin Williams; Jodi Martin; Dr. Kelsie Tom)
12:20 - 1:15 - Lunch (Provided)
1:15- 2:15 – Coalition for Juvenile Justice Emerging Leading Committee: Lived Expert Panel / Youth Voice Research
	(Dr. Julia Lesknick; Hezekiah Davis, Pray’Eon Jackson)
2:20 - 3:20 – Incentive Based Probation (IL) & Implementing Evidence-Based Behavioral Health Screening (NE)
	(Kathy McNamara, Mark Werner; Amy Latshaw, Lindsay Meyer)
3:30 - 4:30 – Evidence Based Juvenile Detention Center Practices 
	(Jason Houtz, David Dominici)

 ----------------------------------------BREAK-----------------------------------------------

5:30 - 6:30 - Cocktail Hour
6:30 - 8:30 - Dinner & ICYJ Student Presentation

 
Friday, October 2
8:30 - 10:00 – Breakfast (Provided) & Opening Plenary
	(dr. christian bijoux)
10:10 - 11:50 - Multi-System / Cross-Discipline Collaboration
	(Jenell Loreck, Kristofer Koneazny, Jessica Gonzalez, Dr. Allison Kurpiel, Dr. John Gyourko)
11:50 - 12:00 - Closing Remarks 

*Agenda subject to change. Any edits will be updated on our website. 
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