
Tuba Ahmed – ’12 English, Spanish, and Philosophy – Tuba is a corporate associate at Bregman, 
Berbert, Schwartz & Gilday LLC. Her areas of law include commercial real estate and general business 
representation. Previously she worked at Latham & Watkins LLP in London, England. She earned her J.D. 
from the University of Virginia School of Law where she competed in Moot Court and participated in the 
Immigration Law Clinic. 
 
Sarah Akers – ’20 Justice Studies – Sarah is an enrollment specialist for Appalachian Conservation Corps. 
She focuses on recruiting, interviewing, and hiring around 150 AmeriCorps members annually. While at JMU, 
Sarah completed a fellowship at the Center for Civic Engagement focusing on the immigrant and refugee 
rights issues. Sarah was born in West Virginia but moved to Virginia to attend JMU in 2017. After graduating 
with a degree in Justice Studies in 2020, she did a fellowship at the Center for Civic Engagement focusing on 
immigrant and refugee rights issues. Once the fellowship ended, Sarah began working at Appalachian 
Conservation Corps in Harrisonburg as a recruiter for their AmeriCorps programs. In her free time, you can 
find Sarah reading, hiking, kayaking, or at the dog park with her beagle, Mia. 
 
Mike Battle – ’81 Communication Arts – Mike is the founder and CEO of Battle Resource Management, 
Inc. BRMi is a professional and information technology services consulting firm that provides business and 
technology strategy, planning and execution support for both government and commercial clients. Today, the 
firm primary focuses its information technology and advisory services supporting the public health research, 
homeland security enforcement and benefits and regulated financial services missions of a variety of civilian 
government and commercial clients. BRMi has received numerous accolades for growth and delivery 
excellence. Prior to founding BRMi, for 21 years, Mike has led organizations in operations management, sales 
and sales management, marketing and business strategy in government and commercial information 
technology. Mike holds a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Business Administration from James Madison 
University. He is committed to education and youth causes and has served as a gubernatorial appointee as a 
board member for James Madison. 
 
Christina Lewis Barnhart – ’00 International Affairs and Economics - Christi is the Senior Counsel at 
the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Previously she served as Senior 
Communications and Technology Policy Counsel to U.S. Senator Brian Schatz. She has also worked for 
Charter Communications and the Federal Communications Commission. She earned her J.D. from American 
University Washington College of Law. She also has a M.B.A. from American University’s Kogod School of 
Business.     
 
Melody Behnam – ’05 Economics (with minor in WRTC) - Melody has been a Compliance Attorney in 
the U.S. futures, options on futures and over the counter derivatives clearing industry over the past five years. 
She worked in-house at J.P. Morgan the majority of her tenure and currently supports Deutsche Bank's 
futures and options on futures business in New York. She is currently Vice President at Deutsche Bank.  She 
is active in her legal community as a member of the Futures Industry Association, Iranian American Bar 
Association and is licensed in the state of New York. Prior to J.P. Morgan, Melody assessed broker dealers 
for sales practice compliance with securities regulations for the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority. 
Melody earned her J.D. from New York Law School where she was a member of the school's Securities 
Arbitration Clinic and studied with a concentration in Financial Services Law. Before law school she worked 
as a consultant for BearingPoint's Finance, Risk and Compliance group.    
 
Marissa Blair – ’11 Justice Studies (with minor in Philosophy)– Marissa is Assistant General Counsel at 
S&P Global in Charlottesville, VA where she works with corporate, business, and contract law. She earned 
her J.D. from Charlotte School of Law. At JMU, she was active in the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and 
NAACP.  
 
Carter Bowman – ’21 Political Science (with minor in Chinese) – Carter is currently a second-year law 
student at Georgetown University Law Center. As a recent graduate and current law student, Carter can 



answer questions related to preparing for the LSAT and law school admissions process. Last summer, he 
completed a corporate legal internship with Lockheed Martin Corporation. 
 
Mia Brabham – ’16 Media Arts & Design – Mia Brabham is a creative writer and hearty conversation 
lover. She is currently a staff writer at Shondaland.com, and pens the series "Joy Makers" and "The Art of 
Friendship". Her debut book, Note to Self, which is a short collection of life lessons, is the hands of readers 
all over the world. You can find her on Instagram and Twitter, or at bymiabrabham.com. 
 
Kortney Brand – ’16 Communication – Kortney is an Associate Media Director at R/GA and brings a 
unique blend of strategic marketing knowledge and a passion for purposefully connecting brands with 
audiences. She’s spent the past 6 years of her career at advertising agencies developing omni-channel media 
programs across a vast breadth of categories, including: Pharma, Finance, Retail, CPG and QSR. 
 
Abby Bricker – ’98 English - Abby is an attorney for Allen & Allen, in Richmond, VA. She has extensive 
experience researching and writing for complex personal injury cases and litigating civil cases on behalf of 
defendants and insurance companies across Virginia and D.C. Abby received her B.A. in English from J.M.U. 
and earned her J.D. from the University of Richmond. She believes in giving back to the community and 
volunteers at the Central Virginia Legal Aid Pro Bono Attorney Hotline; she is a Girl Scout Troop Leader, a 
soccer mom, a swim mom, and a school volunteer in the Henrico County School system. 
 
Steven D. Brown – ‘84 Public Administration and Political Science (with a minor in Paralegal 
Studies) – Steve is the managing partner of Isler Dare’s Richmond office. Isler Dare is a labor, employment, 
and employee benefits boutique with lawyers in Richmond and Tysons Corner. His practice focuses on 
providing creative strategies to executives that manage labor, employment, and business issues. In addition to 
advising clients on daily issues, Steve represents clients in labor and employment law litigation all over the 
United States. Steve is admitted to practice in Connecticut, Florida, North Carolina, and Virginia. Steve is a 
frequent lecturer on a number of labor and employment law topics. Steve is a member of the Board of 
Governors for the Virginia Bar Association. He is the Chair of the Special Committee on Small Firm and 
Solo Practitioners and a member of the Audit and Finance Committee. Steve is the former Chair of the 
VBA’s Labor and Employment Law Section.  
 
In the community, Steve has served on several Boards during his career, including being the Chief 
Governance Office of the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank in Verona when they were awarded Food Bank of the 
Year by America’s Second Harvest in 2009. The Blue Ridge Area Food Bank serves several counties in 
Virginia, including Rockingham and the City of Harrisonburg. Steve also was the Chair of the Honors College 
Advisory Council when the Honors Program was transformed into the Honors College at JMU. Steve is a 
1990 graduate of Brooklyn Law School. He serves as a mentor to the JMU football team by working with 
players preparing for life after college football. He has been an adjunct professor at the University of 
Richmond for 19 years teaching employment law. 
 
Bruce Bryan – ’87 Telecommunications and Political Science – An author, entrepreneur, and connector 
of people. With 20 years of experience in the television industry, Bruce managed broadcast advertising 
departments at television stations in Michigan, Ohio, and Virginia. Winner of the 2006 National Association 
of Broadcasters “Best of the Best” Sales Promotion award, he now develops and implements creative 
solutions to everyday business problems.  
 
In 2009, Bruce founded 5Points Creative, a full-service advertising and marketing firm based in Roanoke, 
Virginia. Throughout Bruce’s leadership as President of the firm, 5Points received scores of accolades, 
including numerous American Advertising Awards, Communicator Awards, and Telly awards. His company 
was named the “2019 Small Business of the Year” in business-to-business services by the Greater Roanoke 
Chamber of Commerce. In 2021, 5Points Creative was awarded “Best in Digital” at the annual AAF Roanoke 
awards ceremony.  



In addition to helping businesses succeed, Bruce fosters multiple organizations through volunteer work. He is 
a founding board member for the national non-profit Help Save The Next Girl. After six years of running 
The Down by Downtown Music Festival, Bruce founded The Spot on Kirk in 2015 and remains President of 
their Board of Directors. He also serves on the Board of Directors for Healing Strides of Virginia.  
In 2021, Bruce published his first book titled 40 West: Two Brothers Take the Trip to Mark a Lifetime. It 
chronicles Bruce’s cross-country journey with his brother to honor and celebrate their late father. Bruce is a 
father to three children and lives in Roanoke, Virginia, with his wife, Laurel. His grandchildren call him Gee. 
 
W. Ashley Burgess – ’99 Public Administration – A Shareholder with Sands Anderson in Richmond, VA, 
Ashley is the leader of the firm's Business Group, which includes his firm’s business and transactions, 
employment, commercial real estate, creditor’s rights and bankruptcy, tax, trust and estate, cybersecurity and 
technology, intellectual property, and community associations teams. He earned his J.D. from George Mason 
University’s Antonin Scalia Law School where he served as editor for the George Mason Civil Rights Law Journal. 
Ashley is a past president of the Political Science Alumni Advisory Board.  
 
Catherine Carmichael – ’21 Cultural Anthropology – Catherine is a Technical Recruiter for TEKsystems. 
TEKsystems is the leading IT staffing and services company partnered with over 80% of the Fortune 500 
including clients such as Amazon, Disney, Uber, Tinder, Capital One, and more. Our capabilities include a 
wide variety of services, ranging from technical staffing to full management of technology projects and 
comprehensive workforce management. There are many employment pathways within TEKsystems aside 
from the entry Recruiter position such as Account Management, National Recruitment, 
Specialization/Recruiter/Team Leads, and more.  
 
Mary Chamberlin – ’13 Justice Studies – Mary is an associate at Sanzone & Baker LLP in Lynchburg, VA 
where she works in family law and civil litigation. She represents clients in civil litigation in federal and state 
court and family law matters in both the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts and Circuit Courts. She 
earned her J.D. from the University of Richmond T.C. Williams School of Law, where she was a research 
assistant for the late Professor Peter N. Swisher and received the CALI Award for Excellence in Insurance 
Law. Mary is also a member of the Junior League of Lynchburg and services on the Board of the Young 
Professionals of Central Virginia. 
 
Catherine Crooks Hill – ’89 Public Administration - Catherine received her law degree from the 
University of Baltimore. She was a trial and appellate attorney in the Civil Division of the Virginia Attorney 
General’s Office (1995-2014) and led the Trial Section (2008-2014).  In 2015, Catherine was appointed 
Secretary-Treasurer to the Virginia Board of Bar Examiners, the agency that licenses lawyers.  She is the 
fourth person and first woman to lead the agency since its creation in 1910. Catherine is President of the 
Lewis F. Powell, Jr. American Inn of Court, and served as President of the JMU Political Science Alumni 
Board, Metro Richmond Women’s Bar Association, Collegiate School Alumni Board, and Safe Harbor Board.   
 
Jessica Dymon – ’18 Anthropology – Jessica pursued a master’s degree in forensic anthropology from the 
University of Dundee immediately after graduation from JMU. After obtaining that degree in 2019, she 
worked as an historical interpreter and archaeologist at Henricus Historical Park with the intent of applying to 
Ph.D. programs. During the height of COVID-19 she worked at Capital One before moving to the Office of 
Admissions at Virginia Commonwealth University as an admissions operations specialist while.  Jessica is 
currently pursuing a master’s degree in library and information sciences with a focus on archives and special 
collections with the goal of working in university special collections after obtaining her degree. 
 
Isabelle Foley – ’19 Justice Studies – Isabelle is a Senior Parole officer with OAR – Jefferson Area 
Community Corrections. Isabelle is a Subject Matter Specialist in Motivational Interviewing, is a part of the 
Charlottesville-Albemarle Domestic Violence Council, and she serves as the chair of the Domestic Violence 
Unit at OAR. In 2022, Isabelle received her Master’s in Criminal Justice from the University of 
Massachusetts- Lowell. 
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Kara Frank – ’12 Communication Studies - Kara Frank is a Vice President at Stratacomm, a Washington, 
DC based communications agency. She leads and manages multi-million-dollar consumer education 
programs, overseeing strategy, finances and resourcing for large integrated communications and advertising 
campaigns about road safety. Outside of client work, she also leads Stratacomm’s external marketing efforts. 
 
Douglas Garcia – ’02 International Affairs, Political Science - As Director of US Federal Government 
Relations for Pearson, Douglas leads and manages the U.S. federal government relations agenda, setting the 
strategic direction for Pearson and ensuring Pearson is well positioned with policy makers on Capitol Hill and 
in the White House as well as stakeholder groups. Most recently Douglas, served as Director of Government 
Relations at the College Board where he built partnerships with government officials to increase college 
access and opportunities for students. He previously served as Senior Director at Educational Testing Service. 
Prior to that he served as Executive Director of federal relations and outreach for the Hispanic Association 
of Colleges and Universities. Douglas was Assistant Secretary of education for former Governor Tim Kaine. 
He is a graduate of the University of Virginia’s Sorenson Institute for Political Leadership class of 2009 and 
currently serving as Chair on the Board for Virginia’s Community Colleges. 
 
Peter Heindel – ’07 Public Administration – Peter is Virginia Managing Attorney for Midland Credit 
Management, the largest debt buyer in the United States. He practices in the areas of debt collection and 
creditor’s rights. Previously he worked in Burlington County Prosecutor’s Office. He earned his J.D. from 
Rutgers Law School. At JMU he participated in Club Baseball, Phi Alpha Delta, and served as an orientation 
guide 
 
Alli Hoover – ’07 Communication Studies – As Vice President for Chenega Corporation, Alli is 
responsible for business execution on $230m annual revenue of Government security contracts supervising 
Contracts, Subcontracts, Procurement, HR, Recruiting, and Personnel Security. She is a Certified Federal 
Contracts Manager with over 18 years of diverse multi-department executive leadership experience in the 
public and private sector including Contracts, Subcontracts, Procurement, Pricing, Human Resources, and 
Recruiting. She is a long-standing member (and Fellow) of the National Contract Management Association 
(NCMA), and presently serves externally as the current President on the James Madison University School of 
Communication Studies (SCOM) Alumni Association. 
 
Richard Horan, Jr. - 84 Political Science - Senior Counsel with Hogan Lovells, Richard is a member of the 
firm's global Mergers and Acquisitions leadership team as well as the steering committee for the Automotive 
industry group and a senior adviser of the Aerospace and Defense group. He previously chaired the practice's 
Mergers and Acquisitions Coordinating Committee and has taught a seminar on mergers and acquisitions at 
the University of Virginia School of Law.  Richard served on the JMU Political Science Alumni Advisory 
Board, was a member of the Debate Team as an undergrad and is a loyal supporter of JMU.  
 
Tripp Hughes – ’09 History (with minor in American Studies) - John L. “Tripp” Hughes, III, is a 2009 
graduate of JMU with honors and distinction in History. While at JMU he was involved in the Marching 
Royal Dukes and Phi Alpha Theta history honors society and presented papers in many regional and national 
conferences. Tripp went on to graduate with his J.D. with honors from the University of Richmond T. C. 
Williams School of Law in 2012 and has worked in his hometown of Richmond since graduation. He 
currently is an in-house counsel for Midland Credit Management in Richmond. He served as the JMU Alumni 
Association Richmond Chapter President for two and half years before being elected to the JMU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, where he currently serves as Vice President. Tripp is passionate about JMU 
and helping alumni and students get the most out of their JMU network. Tripp lives in Midlothian, VA with 
his wife and fellow alum Emily and their future Duke, Jack.  
 
Creighton J. "C.J." Incorminias IV – ’16 Justice Studies - Creighton J. "C.J." Incorminias IV, a 
professional logistician and political operative working within Progressive Politics for the close to seven years. 



C.J. is an employee with the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) currently helping 
individuals get elected to Congress as their Organizing Operations Manager. Organizing Operations is 
handling all logistics, budgeting, and aiding with human resources/IT management for Organizing/Field 
Teams. The Organizing Operations field is widely expanding in the progressive space and is essential to 
getting to 50%+1. We handle a mass array of issues and in a timely manner. 
 
Beth Ising – ’92 Political Science – Beth is a partner in Gibson Dunn’s Washington, D.C. office and Co-
Chair of the firm’s Securities Regulation and Corporate Governance and its ESG (Environmental, Social & 
Governance) practices.  I advise clients, including public companies and their boards of directors, on 
corporate governance, securities law and, ESG and sustainability matters and executive compensation best 
practices and disclosures. 
 
Connor Jennings – ’18 Public Policy and Administration - Connor is currently a Program Examiner in 
the Agriculture Branch for the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Connor has been in this role for 
almost 4 years, originally coming to OMB as a Presidential Management Fellow in 2019. While serving in the 
Agriculture Branch, he also completed a 6-month developmental rotation in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, Subcommittee for Agriculture. In his time at OMB, he’s worked on a variety of issues including 
Food Safety, International Food Aid, and preventing and responding to Animal Health Emergencies. Connor 
is a double duke, earning a Master in Public Administration (MPA) in 2019 and a B.S in Public Policy in 2018. 
 
Terrance King – ’83 Communication Studies – Terrance is the Chief Operations Officer for the National 
Children’s Center. He maintains and directs the daily operations of the agency, working directly with Human 
Resources, Legal, Development, IT, Facilities and other areas. He reports the organizations daily operations 
to the CEO and plans for any upcoming adjustments or developments to business operations strategy. 
Terrance is an experienced forward thinking leader with a demonstrated history working in the non-profit 
and corporate sector and a strong business development professional, skilled in business planning, coaching 
and team building. 
 
Kendra Kojcsich – ’05 Communication Studies – Kendra is a Senior Vice President at the global 
communications agency Porter Novelli. Kendra has more than 15 years of experience in the social impact 
space. She works with clients to develop and implement media strategies, brand messaging, materials 
development, special events and celebrity engagement. Major campaign’s that Kendra has lead include the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge and The Walt Disney Company’s Magic of Healthy Living. She leads integrated 
communications programs with a specialty in earned media, celebrity engagement, paid media and strategic 
partnerships. Kendra held leadership positions for several professional organizations, including serving on the 
Board of Directors as President of Washington Women in Public Relations (WWPR), steering committee of 
Young Marketing Communicators, JMU SCOM alumni board and UN Foundation Communication Corp. 
She routinely judges industry awards, including the CLIOs, Washington Women of the Year and WWPR’s 
Emerging Leaders awards. Kendra graduated James Madison University in 2005 with a B.S. in 
Communication Studies and a minor in Political Science. She was named JMU SCOM Alumni of the Year in 
2015 and on Washington Life’s Young and the Guest List: Rising Stars Under 40. 
 
Madison Lane – ’22 Psychology, Spanish – Madison is a JD Candidate at Elisabeth Haub School of Law 
at Pace University. She served as a summer intern for the New York State Senate in May 2021. 
 
Sophie LeFew – ’20 Spanish (minor in Spanish to English Interpretation) – Sophie is a Senior Analyst 
for Accenture Federal Services where she started as a sub-contractor. After working on the project for 9 
months, she converted to AFS. She currently oversees 5 people and manages their priorities and work 
streams. She has a certification in Agile and is Lean Six Sigma Green Belt. 
 
Rosealie Lynch – ’16 Anthropology – Rosealie is a non-profit development professional with 7 years of 
experience in the education sector. Skilled in research, analysis, writing, strategic planning, teaching, and 



facilitation. Always seeking innovative ways to encourage engaged learning with my professional training in 
community change, nonprofit management, fundraising, and project management. Focused on connecting 
donors, partners, and students to high-impact opportunities to achieve their objectives and helping to create a 
better world for people and planet. 
 
Will Macgill – ’92 Mass Communications – Will serves as the Senior Director of Interactive Media for 
Macy’s Inc and oversees all video production work internally and some for our external audiences. Prior to 
working at Macy’s, Will began his career with CBS in the Page program. At CBS he worked for the Late Show 
with David Letterman, 60 Minutes, 48 Hours and the NFL. After being a Page for about a year, Will moved 
on to help launch a new tv network, FX. As a field producer for the network's collectibles show, he traveled 
around the country, entering private homes to highlight people's collections on live tv. When FX shut down 
their production offices in New York City, Will moved on to VH1, where he helped produce shows like 
Behind the Music and Where are They Now? Will has been at Macy’s for 22 ½ years. 
 
Jamie Baskerville Martin – ’92 Political Science - Jamie is a Partner with Williams Mullen in Richmond 
and her area of practice is Health Care law. Her practice focuses on representing health care providers in 
regulatory, transactional, corporate governance, and antitrust matters. She also serves as bro bono counsel for 
Goochland Free Clinic and Family Services and World Pediatric Project. She earned her J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law. She has served as the chair of the VA Bar Association's Wellness Task 
Force and believes that happiness and fulfillment in the profession comes from managing the delta between 
expectations and reality. Additionally, she is passionate about the advancement of women in law.  
 
Maggie Miller – ’13 Communication Studies – Maggie is the President for the Stevie Awards, the world's 
premier business awards programs. She was the Communications Manager at the Stevie Awards for 6 years 
before accepting the role of President. She works as a jack of all trades for the eight Stevie Awards 
competitions by managing marketing, accounting, HR efforts, and more. She loves how the Stevie Awards 
allows professionals all over the globe, from entry level to executives, to be recognized for their daily efforts 
and innovations. 
 
Lisa Mundt – ’17 Media Arts & Design, Writing, Rhetoric and Technical Communication – Lisa is the 
Co-Founder of The Pulse of GovCon. She has 12 years of experience in Federal Proposal Development and 
procurement trend analysis and reporting. She has touched more than 200 proposal efforts across a multitude 
of Government departments and agencies that vary in size and scope. In addition to her proposal abilities, 
Ms. Mundt is also a renowned training Facilitator experienced in training clients on Business Development, 
Capture Management, Proposal Management, and Orals Coaching. She is a frequently leveraged industry 
pundit and provides quotations, content, and speaking to trade publications and associations. Ms. Mundt is an 
avid writer who taught the introductory writing course to college freshmen at James Madison University. Ms. 
Mundt uses her experience to help manage the strategic business direction of The Pulse and works closely 
with clients to empower their growth efforts. 
 
Trent Pace – ’17 Communication Studies – Trent is an Academic Advisor at James Madison University 
which he describes as an exploratory journey with students where he hopes the skills, knowledge, and life 
experiences will impact the lives of the next generation of students at JMU. His graduate assistantship with 
the Centennial Scholars Program helped him realize his passion for working in higher education and assisting 
students. After his time as a student, Trent began his career as an Admissions Counselor for JMU (2019), 
where he had an opportunity to communicate information and correspond with prospective students as an 
out-of-state recruiter. During that time, he wanted students to remember the importance of the journey in 
obtaining an education and not just the destination. In other words, Trent is a firm believer of celebrating the 
little things in life along the way because when you do, you will have a greater appreciation of the mountain 
top moments of your life.   
 



Carroll Parfitt – ’15 Justice Studies – Carroll worked 4.5 years for a nonprofit medical system after 
graduating in 2015. I did 17 months of Social Security casework as a Disability Determination analyst before 
signing on with Kforce/Index Analytics do start our arbitration project. As a Case Analyst I, he completes 
eligibility screening and dispute resolution for federal IDR arbitration entities under the No Surprises Act, 
reviewing medical insurance payment disputes and making recommendations to the arbiter on whether a 
given dispute qualifies for the federal or state arbitration process. 
 
Ricardo Piñeres – ’05 Political Science – Ricardo serves as Senior Legal Counsel for PayPal. In that role, 
he provides advice and support on a multitude of legal, licensing, and regulatory issues with a focus on 
PayPal’s credit products and services. Prior to joining PayPal in 2022, Ricardo held various legal, compliance, 
and government relations roles within the financial services industry, including various compliance leadership 
roles at Capital One, Navy Federal Credit Union, and State Department Federal Credit Union, as well as 
serving as the Director of Federal Legislative Affairs for the Financial Services Institute.  Ricardo graduated 
from JMU in 2005, majoring in Political Science and minoring in Latin American Studies.  He received his 
J.D. from George Washington University Law School in 2009. 
 
Tiffanie Rosier – ’95 Speech Communication – Tiffanie currently serves as a Recruiter for Hotwire 
Global. She is a People & Culture professional with experience working in Higher Education, Special Events 
and Communications. She is currently the Recruiter at Hotwire, a Global PR Consultancy focused on tech 
companies. Her role includes; sourcing, interviewing and hiring talent for roles in North America. She holds 
the Global Career Development Facilitator and MBTI Certifications. She earned a Bachelor of Arts from 
James Madison University with an emphasis on Public Relations and a Master of Arts in Education in Higher 
Education from Western Kentucky University. 
 
Noah Salvato – ’22 Political Science, Economics – Noah is an Associate Material Pricing Analyst for 
Leidos, the largest system integrator in science, technology, and engineering for the federal government, 
headquartered in Reston Virginia. Noah supports a broad range of government customers and proposal 
efforts, including US Navy, Space Force, Department of Transportation, and several intelligence agencies. 
 
Kathleen Sensabaugh – ’12 Justice Studies, Political Science – Katie serves as the Director of Study 
Abroad and JMU. Katie began working at the Center for Global Engagement in 2018, and prior to serving in 
her current role as Director of Study Abroad, held the roles of Assistant Director of Study Abroad and 
Associate Director of Study Abroad. She is responsible for overseeing all aspects of education abroad 
programming including increasing and enhancing existing program offerings, advocating for the importance 
of education abroad, managing risk management processes, and providing support and guidance to JMU 
faculty members and international education partners alike. Most importantly, Katie supports the amazing 
Study Abroad team and the important work they do. She has served as program director for study abroad 
programs taking place in Ireland, Germany, Lesotho, New Zealand, Poland, South Africa, and Spain. She also 
has the pleasure of teaching in an adjunct capacity within the Department of Justice Studies at JMU on 
occasion. 
  
Prior to working at CGE, Katie worked at the Office for Student Accountability and Restorative Practices at 
JMU, the International Journal of Transitional Justice, the Center for International Stabilization and 
Recovery, and served as the Director of the Harrisonburg International Festival. She received her master’s at 
the University of Cape Town in Cape Town, South Africa in International Justice and Transformation and 
received her undergraduate degree from JMU in Political Science and Justice Studies. 
 
 
John Taschek – ’86 Communication Studies, English – John is the Senior Vice President of Strategy at 
Salesforce, serving as the Communication and market strategist. Prior to this role, John was the Director of 
Market Strategy. Prior to joining Salesforce, he worked as an IT Analyst for Advanced Technology and 



Computer Systems, a Technical Editor for PC Computing Magazine, and a Director of Labs for Ziff-Davis 
(eWEEK/PC Week). 
 
Malcolm Taylor – ’82 Social Work/Criminal Justice – Malcom served as an Administrator for the VA 
Department of Corrections where he provided regional oversight of probation, parole, and prison operations 
and served as CEO of the Manufacturing Division. His 37-year journey started with an insightful student 
internship with the Staunton Juvenile Court in 1982. Great academic preparation and hard work allowed me 
to progress from a counselor in a residential program to a juvenile, then an adult probation officer. 
Ultimately, I was selected to lead within the largest state agency in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
John Theobald – ‘07 Business Management – John is a Managing Consultant with UnitedLex Corp, a 
leader in the legal tech industry. After graduating JMU in 2007, John received his J.D. from The University of 
Miami School of Law in 2010. A native of Richmond, he moved back home in 2010 to begin practicing law. 
He began work as an associate with Leclair Ryan in Richmond before moving over to UnitedLex in 2013. In 
his current role with UnitedLex, he works with Fortune 500 companies to lower their traditional legal spend 
by managing their end to end legal processes. This starts with developing a robust litigation hold system, 
analyzing and reducing their outside firm spend, and preparing their electronic discovery through trial. For 
nearly 13 years, John has managed large scale e-Discovery projects working with firms and vendors across the 
globe. 
 
Kendall Trout – ’18 French, International Affairs, Spanish – Kendall is the former Deputy Director of 
Elections and Registrar of Voters for Rappahannock County. She has six years of public service experience in 
the local government sector supporting the successful execution of nearly a dozen Virginia elections to date. 
Most recently, she served as the Deputy Director of Elections and Registrar of Voters in Rappahannock 
County; however, she gained much of her experience in this field in her hometown of Culpeper County, 
where she acquired a deep understanding of the complexities associated with conducting elections and 
profound zeal for promoting voter education and civic engagement in a nonpartisan manner. 
 
Brian Westley – ’00 Media Arts & Design – Brian is Content Counsel at Axios Media. He provides advice 
to journalists on a range of media law issues, including defamation, privacy, copyright fair use, newsgathering, 
and access. He is also an adjunct instructor in Communication Law at American University. He earned his 
J.D. from American University Washington College of Law where he was editor in chief of the American 
University Law Review. Before law school he worked at The Associate Press. 
 
Rhys Whittemore – ’18 English, Media Arts & Design – Rhys is a sixth grade English teacher at 
Shawsville Middle School in Montgomery County, Virginia. After graduation, they went on to receive their 
M.A. in English at Virginia Tech. In addition to teaching in the classroom, they have several years of 
experience working as a writing coach at both online and in-person writing centers and tutoring agencies. 
Rhys is passionate about helping young learners develop a love of literature and a greater understanding of 
communication of all kinds. 
 
Jessie Wiggins – ’20, ’22 Writing, Rhetoric and Technical Communication – Jessie is a PhD student 
and Instructor at George Mason University, teaching 2 sections of first-year writing at GMU each semester. 
 
Kelli Williams – ’14 Sociology – Kelli currently serves as the Destination Development Manager for 
Western Northern Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley, serving as a liaison between the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation (VTC) and industry partners. She serves as a liaison between VTC and industry partners, 
including DMO’s, lodging, attractions, restaurants, and small businesses. She provides access to and technical 
assistance for VTC resources including strategic planning, business development, product development, 
marketing, and grant funding. Kelli has been involved in tourism marketing, community development, and 
recreation programming through her roles in higher education, local government, and public and private 
providers of recreation.  



 
Justin Wolcott – ’07 Political Science -  Justin is a litigation attorney at Obenshain Law Group focusing on 
probate litigation, will contests, commercial litigation, and personal injury claims. He started his career as a 
prosecutor in the Harrisonburg City and Rockingham County Commonwealth Attorney’s Office. He has also 
worked as an adjunct professor in the College of Business at JMU. Justin earned his J.D. from the University 
of South Carolina School of Law where he served on the South Carolina Law Review.  


