
Plecker Pond Loop 
Self-Guided Tour

0.25 mile wheelchair-accessible walking tour
Benches for resting or observing available throughout
Leashed dogs welcome; please pick up after your pet

There is no admission fee, but you can show your support of
the Arboretum with a donation or by becoming a member!

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1591/19give/interior.aspx?sid=1591&gid=2&pgid=510&cid=1526&bledit=1&appealcode=71128&dids=176
https://www.jmu.edu/arboretum/support/membership.shtml
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About the Edith J. Carrier Arboretum

The Edith J. Carrier Arboretum, a woodland sanctuary sitting
within a 125-acre tract on the James Madison University

campus, is a public, urban garden and forested greenspace
that preserves native species, provides opportunities for
research, and promotes knowledge of the botanical and

natural world for all!  

Established 1989

We are: 
An outdoor classroom for learners of all ages
A vibrant, evolving habitat for flora and fauna

A green corridor for migrating birds, butterflies, and mammals
An important stormwater detention and management facility for

ensuring watershed health
A provider of lectures, workshops, and programs

A host of special events
A great place to volunteer in the landscape or education 

A place to exercise, play, relax, and enjoy restoration recreation
A source for native trees, perennials, wildflowers, and ferns for home

landscape purchase
A local artists’ gallery and source for fun gifts



Tour Route
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Frances Plecker Education Center1.
Education Center Ramp2.
Bottom of the Ramp3.
Jurney Stage Garden4.
Bioswale5.
Lawn Entrance6.
Viette Perennial Garden7.
Pondside8.
“The Elder” Sycamore9.
Pond Bridge 10.
Pond Patio11.
Wetland Boardwalk12.
Monarch Waystation13.
Stormwater Functions14.
A Last Look15.

Stops

This tour was originally written by JMU student Maya Swift
during an interpretive internship in spring 2024 and has been

digitized and updated by Arboretum staff.  

= approximate locations of benches

Numbers indicate
approximate
locations. 
There are no
physical markers of
these stops on the
grounds. 

service road
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about what’s inside 
the Education 

Center. 

 Frances Plecker Education Center1.

Open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday

If you’re visiting on a weekday, please stop into the Frances Plecker
Education Center, where our staff will be happy to assist you. 

What’s Inside?

Sign our guest book
Enjoy the work of a local artist on our walls
Browse our gift shop
Learn about our plant sales or about volunteering 
See our “Explorer Backpack” selections for a future visit
Check out our many educational and recreational program
offerings for all ages

Restrooms are available outside the Frances
Plecker Education Center, to the right hand side
as you face the building. These are open to
visitors from dawn-dusk everyday. 

service road

See our 
learning page







https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/invspinfo
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service road

4. Jurney Stage Garden
Take the sidewalk nearest the
kiosk into the Plecker Pond
Loop, and you’ll see the Jurney
Stage Garden on your left. 

Eastern Bluestar (Amsonia tabernaemontana)
The eastern bluestar blooms between March and April. Its
flowers stay blue-purple until the fall, when they turn
yellow-orange. 

Chinese Pistache (Pistacia chinensis)
The Chinese pistache is a small, deciduous tree that is
native to China with long leaves that have about 10-12

‘leaflets.’ The Chinese pistache’s leaves are dark green when
they sprout in the late spring. They stay this color  until mid-

October when they turn into a brilliant orange-red color. 

The purple coneflower is a perennial native to the Eastern
United States with drooping, lavender-colored petals that
bloom in the spring and last through the summer. 

Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)

Coral Bark Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’)
Leave the Jurney Stage Garden and look to your right for a
tree with beautiful pink and coral-colored bark. The coral
bark maple is a cultivar, meaning humans selectively bred it
to give the tree’s bark that vibrant color. 

= approximate location of specific
plants/trees highlighted in this guide

The Jurney Stage Garden has a miniature stage where visitors can stop and
observe the beauty around them. There are a few different species of trees and
shrubs in this garden. There are also a variety of perennials that bloom in spring,
summer, or fall depending on the species. 



These native trees thrive in moist conditions with their roots
soaking up excess amounts of water, which makes them a

great choice for a bioswale. According to the Indigenous
Peoples’ Perspective Project, river birches have traditionally

had many other uses, from making syrup to tea and
medicines; or for crafts such as basket making.  

River Birch (Betula nigra)

You can also see native pignut hickories in the bioswale. The
Arboretum features red hickory and mockernut hickory trees,
too. Hickories can be difficult to tell apart, but all feature
multiple leaflets on a single stem; and after they reach a
certain age, diamond-shaped latticed bark. Hickory nuts are
an important food source for Arboretum animals. 

Pignut Hickory (Carya glabra)
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5. Bioswale Just downhill from the coral
bark maple, look to your right.
Do you see the dip in the ground
filled with trees that have
brown, exfoliating bark that
exposes the white inner layers? 

about the
Arboretum’s
stormwater

functions

See 
Stop #14
for more

service road

Those exfoliating trees are river birches, and the ‘dip’ in the ground is called
a stormwater retention bioswale. These ‘swales’ were constructed to collect
stormwater run-off and is a Best Management Practice (BMP) at work. It is
one of several stormwater BMPs in the Arboretum. 

= approximate location of specific
plants/trees highlighted in this guide

If you find a green hickory nut on
the ground on your walk, pick it up,

rub it with your thumb, and smell.
Most people consider the scent a

pleasant surprise! 

https://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/ipp/river-birch.html
https://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/ipp/river-birch.html


service road

= approximate location of specific
plants/trees highlighted in this guide

6. Lawn Entrance The shrub on your right as you turn
the corner onto the main pond loop
is a paperbush. You’ll then pass
three young American Sycamores on
your right before approaching the
Viette Perennial Garden. 

The paperbush has yellow-white flowers that open in February or March, but
the silvery-white flower buds are visible all winter long like little holiday
ornaments. If you happen to be visiting while this bush is in bloom, you are
unlikely to miss the very strong sweet aroma!

Paperbush (Edgeworthia chrysantha) 

On the corner before the Viette Perennial
Garden, where a steep sidewalk comes down

from the education center, there is a beautiful
Eastern Redbud. It is a native, deciduous,

understory tree. It is a member of the legume
family because of the way it produces seeds--in

structures known as pods. In March or April, you
will typically see the Eastern Redbud showing

off its rosy pink, almost purple flowers all
around its native Virginia. This particular

specimen, however, is a white-flowering variety.
In the summer, you will see its green heart-

shaped leaves, which turn yellow in the autumn. 

Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
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https://www.usanpn.org/nn
https://www.usanpn.org/nn


15

about the pond 
construction

 and renovation

service road = approximate location of specific
plants/trees highlighted in this guide

In and around the edge of the pond, you may spot some
pickerelweed, a native aquatic plant that grows tall, blue-purple
flowers in late summer to fall. It is an important late-season source
of food for hummingbirds and provides good habitat for birds and
pond animals.

Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata)

The pond was constructed in the late
1980s as part of Arboretum development.
As you make your way around the pond,
you will notice the line of trees hovering
over the edge of the pond to your left.  

8. Plantings around Pond

The first tree in the row is the sweetbay magnolia. It is a small,
native tree that blooms creamy-white, bowl-shaped, fragrant

flowers in the late spring, but can be identified in the off-season
by smooth, gray bark. Because the sweetbay magnolia is an

evergreen tree, its shiny, dark green leaves can be spotted even
in the wintertime.. 

Sweetbay Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)

Going down the line , the next tree is the Japanese maple,
known for its spreading crown, or canopy. This tree’s leaves
emerge red in May or June, but often the leaf colors vary
depending on the cultivar. 

Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum)

In between the two Japanese maples is the
flowering dogwood, which is the Virginia state
tree! This native tree is notable for having bark
that looks like alligator skin. Dogwood leaves
are green and ovate, but the surprise comes 
in its flowers. 

Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)

They aren’t white with four petals--those are actually bracts,
modified leaves. Botanically, the flowers are actually the tiny
yellow structures (petals and all!) in the center of the bracts. 

See our 
learning page







https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1145397


https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1145397
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1145397


service road = approximate location of specific
plants/trees highlighted in this guide
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11. Pond Patio The stone patio was constructed in
2023 to rectify issues in the previous
pond edge design when it comes to
flash flooding. It has the added benefit
of enabling visitors to get closer to the
water for reflection and relaxation. 

Once you exit the bridge, don’t take the stairs. Instead, follow the
sidewalk as it curves to the left. Look for the star magnolia tree to
your right. It is recognizable in the winter “off-season” for its
large, fuzzy buds. In the spring and summer, you might smell and
see the star magnolia’s large white flowers from a distance. 

Star Magnolia (Magnolia stellata)

Just past the star magnolia, do you see any more American Sycamores? Right before
you reach the tree whose leaves ‘weep’ into the surface of the pond, you scan spot
two of them--one on the left and one on the right. You may also notice another
sweetbay magnolia, too! 

More Familiar Friends to Spot

This striking tree, a variety of the white
willow, is a star of the pond area with its

broad canopy of graceful golden,
weeping branches. Its branches droop

down all year round, but this tree is
named for its yellow twigs. Its leaves

are spirally arranged, narrow, and long
with finely serrated edges that sweep

the ground and the surface of the pond.
The mallards in particular seem to enjoy

hanging out in the shade and cover the
branches provide. 

Golden Weeping Willow 
(Salix alba ‘Tristis’)





https://www.monarchwatch.org/
https://www.monarchwatch.org/






https://www.jmu.edu/facmgt/sustainability/stormwater/index.shtml
https://river-runner.samlearner.com/




https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=38.43073098029151&nelng=-78.86163816970848&subview=map&swlat=38.42803301970851&swlng=-78.8643361302915
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1145397
https://www.citizenscience.gov/
https://www.jmu.edu/arboretum/index.shtml
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Izwz6cfK9EKZiVzuPUp5wGWa7ItFU9dNgTTaX2rWDMZUODA4VUdZUFRZWFQ2MTQzOFkwOENPR0FaRiQlQCN0PWcu


https://www.jmu.edu/arboretum/support/membership.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/arboretum/index.shtml

