3/7/25 Academic Affairs Highlights

Dear Colleagues,

Happy Friday. This message is coming to you from 5 miles up as | head to a conference. The

perspective you get from high above the surface of the Earth is remarkable (yes - I'm a

window seat junkiel). It's a good reminder to seek the bigger picture when you can and
remember how everything is connected, especially in the current moment.

We'll give the weekly email a break next Friday as spring break will be upon us. In the

meantime, please enjoy this week’s collection of cool stuff happening across campus.

You can now see parts of our planet that have never been shown before, thanks in part
to Department of Biology Assistant Professor Dr. Kelsey Reider. She served as a scientific
advisor for a remote expedition featured in “Americas,” a new documentary series
exploring nature from pole to pole. Kelsey spent a month on a small patch of flat rock at
17,500 feet above sea level with a film crew to capture footage for a sequence in “The
Andes” episode.

Two JMU faculty members were awarded grants to create open textbooks through a
competitive statewide grant. Dr. Sri Upadhyay, Associate Professor of Psychology, and

Dr. Chris Johnson, Associate Professor of Computer Science, each received a grant
designed to “provide support for the time it takes to integrate existing open or no-cost
materials into a course.” See more online.

Associate Professor of French Dr. Dorothée Polanz was honored with the 2024 Harold

Jones Award for Best Essay in the journal Symposium. Her article “From Myth to Meme:

Reinventing (Yet Again) Marie Antoinette in the Age of Streaming” delves into the 2022
Canal+/PBS/BBC biopic Marie Antoinette.

Institutions searching for new leadership can get guidance from Assistant Professor of

ISAT Dr. Raafat Zaini. He and co-author Dr. Kristin Tichenor provide recommendations
for governing board members and senior leadership teams going through a presidential
transition in the University Business article “Presidential Turnover: How to Plan for the

Inevitable.”

Keep sending your teaching and scholarship highlights, awards, and other accomplishments

for you and your colleagues to provost@jmu.edu. | look forward to sharing more good news

next week.

Sincerely,

Bob


https://www.jmu.edu/biology/people/current-people/faculty/faculty-reider.shtml
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbc.com%2Fnbc-insider%2Feverything-to-know-about-the-americas-nbc-tom-hanks-narrator&data=05%7C02%7Cseead%40jmu.edu%7C04078d75a5eb44eff4e608dd5da5c19d%7Ce9333c23cac742f499895cee3d4a79c0%7C0%7C0%7C638769688711074280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CBDIqJ7OWUdHh5qTyQy7tA04V5UpWpqOzdqyLhhnGeM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvivalib.org%2Fva%2Fopen%2Fgrants%2Fcourse&data=05%7C02%7Cseead%40jmu.edu%7C04078d75a5eb44eff4e608dd5da5c19d%7Ce9333c23cac742f499895cee3d4a79c0%7C0%7C0%7C638769688711111254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lans6SD%2Bxc%2B5v4GBJzLO8%2FDmy%2BCCobYKl7UMl%2FKcrmM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.jmu.edu/chbs/psyc/people/upadhyay-sri-siddhi.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/cise/people/faculty/johnson-chris.shtml
https://www.lib.jmu.edu/2024-create-oer-grants-awarded
https://www.jmu.edu/languages/people/all-people/polanz-dorothee.shtml
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsandsciences.syracuse.edu%2Flanguages-literatures-and-linguistics%2Fsymposium-journal%2F%3F_gl%3D1%2Aprnp7g%2A_gcl_au%2AMTg5MTMyMTI2OC4xNzI3OTEyODI1&data=05%7C02%7Cseead%40jmu.edu%7C04078d75a5eb44eff4e608dd5da5c19d%7Ce9333c23cac742f499895cee3d4a79c0%7C0%7C0%7C638769688711135195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMbORTUFtt7NWntG2osrNNPj3aKScW1MB%2FxAYQt5fjs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsandsciences.syracuse.edu%2Flanguages-literatures-and-linguistics%2Fsymposium-journal%2F%3F_gl%3D1%2Aprnp7g%2A_gcl_au%2AMTg5MTMyMTI2OC4xNzI3OTEyODI1&data=05%7C02%7Cseead%40jmu.edu%7C04078d75a5eb44eff4e608dd5da5c19d%7Ce9333c23cac742f499895cee3d4a79c0%7C0%7C0%7C638769688711135195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMbORTUFtt7NWntG2osrNNPj3aKScW1MB%2FxAYQt5fjs%3D&reserved=0
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