
Susan Norwell Presents: 
Literacy Assessment and Instruction for Students 

with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
 

This full day workshop will provide information on assessing and teaching children with 
autism to read and write, as well as the opportunity for participants to create materials to 
use in their own instruction. Providing a brief overview of the Four Block Model, Ms. 
Norwell will lead participants through an overview of practical and functional literacy 
assessments that provide critical information for effective literacy instruction. The 
workshop will distinguish between three types of children with ASD and their unique 
reading needs. Students illustrated include children with hyperlexia and limited 
comprehension, children who are nonverbal and reading, and children with severe auditory 
processing and language issues who are verbal. Videos will be shown to illustrate key points 
and techniques. The day will conclude with participation in a choice activity of one of the 
following: 
  

Option 1: Creation of an Adapted Book: In this breakout, participants will create an 
adapted book entitled The Supermarket for beginning literacy students. In addition to 
receiving the original text, participants will receive a CD with downloadable activities, 
print-outs and words for support in using the book for literacy instruction. 
 

Option 2: Portable Word Wall: Participants will create a portable word wall. The word wall 
consists of a legal folder Velcro system of color coded words that can be used for 
evaluative and instructional purposes for beginning literacy students. 
 

Option 3: Focus on Writing: Participants will engage in an additional one hour presentation 
by Susan Norwell focusing on writing instruction for students with autism spectrum 
disorders. 
 

The day guarantees that participants will leave with an abundance of new ideas and 
increased appreciation for the breadth of literacy instruction for students with ASD. 
 

July 24, 2007 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center 
Staunton, VA 

 

Cost: $30.00 per person 
 

Sponsored by Virginia Department of Education’s Training and Technical Assistance 
Centers 



 
PRESENTER 

 

Susan H. Norwell is a relationship-based educational specialist in private practice in the 
Chicago area working primarily with children, birth through high school, who have autism 
spectrum disorders, girls with Rett syndrome, and other complex disabilities. She delivers 
services within her private setting and in a consultative role within the public and private 
school sector on successful education and inclusion of students with ASD. She presents 
across the Untied States and Canada on play and literacy as attainable goals for children 
with complex disabilities. Susan is a high energy presenter whose presentations are known 
for her broad knowledge base as well as practical and creative ideas. 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
School Division/Agency/Organization: __________________________________ 
 
School: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Role (please circle one): Parent         Professional (Job Title): _________________ 
 
Mailing Address: 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
         (Street/PO Box)                                 City                         State           Zip Code 
 
Daytime Phone: (____)________________  Fax:  (       )____________________                                     
 
E-mail: _________________________ 
 
Special Accommodations: ____________________________________________ 
 
Select 1st and 2nd choice. We will do our best to place you in one of your selections. 
_______Option 1: Creation of an Adapted Book 
_______Option 2: Portable Word Wall 
_______Option 3: Focus on Writing 
 
Please return your registration, with payment, by July 3, 2007, to: 
                    Susan Bowman 
  Region 5 TTAC    Phone 540-568-8843 
  MSC 9002, JMU   Fax     540-568-6726 
  Harrisonburg, VA 22807  Email:  bowmansp@jmu.edu 
 
Space is limited. No walk-ins or on-site registration available. Registrations must be paid 
in full prior to the workshop. NO purchase orders or credit cards accepted. Please make 
checks payable to JMU. No refunds. Substitutions accepted. Registration confirmation 
and directions will be sent two weeks prior to workshop. 


