
Fact and Information Sheet About: 

LGBT Timeline (from the 60’s to the 90’s) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

[From James Sears’ LGBT Timeline - http://www.jtsears.com/histovr.htm] 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
The Sixties 
 
1960 - First national lesbian conference sponsored by the Daughters of Bilitis 
1961 - Illinois is first state to decriminalize homosexuality 

- Drag Performer, Jose Sarria, becomes first openly gay person to campagin for 
public office 
- Erection of the Berlin Wall 
- New Motion Picture code allowing treatment of homosexuality 

1962 - Tavern Guild formed in San Francisco 
- James Baldwin’s Another Country 
- Vatican II convenes 

1963  - John Rechy’s City of Night 
- Kennedy Assassination 
- First gay rights pickets 
- Pop Art and Andy Warhol 
- Formation of the East Coast Homophile Organizations (ECHO) 
- "Ballad of the Sad Cafe" plays on Broadway 
- March on Washington 

1964 - Founding of the Society for Individual Rights (SIR) & publication of Vector 
magazine 
- Desert of the Heart written by Jane Rule 
- Two, Canada's first gay magazine published 
- First openly gay person to appear on national television (Randy Wicker) 

1965 - Homosexuals picket the White House and Pentagon 
- San Francisco’s first gay drag ball 
- Malcolm X assassinated 
- "Killing of Sister George" plays on Broadway 
- Founding of first state-chartered gay organization in the South (Atheneum 
Society) 
- Bombing of North Vietnam 

1966 - First gay community center opens in San Francisco 
- Walker Percy’s The Last Gentleman 
- China’s Cultural Revolution 
- The Transsexaul Phenomena written by Harry Benjamin 
- First national meeting of the North American Conference of Homophile 
Organizations (NACHO) 

1967 - CBS Special "The Homosexual" reported by Mike Wallace 
- First issue of The Advocate 
- "Hair" on Broadway with the Sodomy song 
- Britain legalizes consensual adult homosexual activity 
- Opening of the first gay bookstore in the U.S.-- Oscar Wilde in NYC 



- First gay campus group formed (NYC Columbia College) 
- First network program to portray gay characters 

1968  - Metropolitan Community Church founded in Los Angeles by Troy Perry 
- Assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy 
- Publication of Boys in the Band 
- Tet Offensive 

1969 - Stonewall Riots begin June 27, the day of Judy Garland’s funeral 
- Adrienne Rich’s "Necessities of Life" 
- Pentagon Papers 
- Formation of Gay Liberation Front and, later, Gay Activist Alliance 
- Gay, the first weekly gay magazine, is issued with two Southerners as the editors 

  
The Seventies: Bette Middler, "Gay is Good," lesbian separatism, bath houses, disco, 
hanky codes 
 
1970  - Formation of the radical lesbians and publication of Woman-Identified-Woman 

- Cambodian invasion 
- First lesbian/gay Chicano group formed in LA, Unidos, by Steve Jordon 
- NACHO dissolved 
- Campaign Against Moral Persecution (CAMP), first Australian gay rights 
organization 
- First American professional association to include a lesbian/gay group: Amer. - - 
- Library Association 
- Purge of lesbians from the National Organization of Women 
- Shulamith Firestone’s The Dialectic of Sex 

1971 - Publication of Gay Manifesto 
- Bonnie Rait 
- John Knowles’ The Paragon 
- NOW declares oppression of lesbians as a "legitimate" concern 

1972 - Publication of Sapho Was a Right-On Woman 
- Opening of first gay synagogue in the U.S. 
- DDT banned 
- Del Martin & Phyllis Lyon's Lesbian/Woman 
- Bette Midler 
- Daughters Inc. founded by June Arnold and Parke Bowman 
- First gay person ordained by a major Christian denomination (United Church of 
Christ) 
- First gay persons elected to public office (Ann Arbor City Council) 
- Nixon defeats McGovern 
- First gay themed show to win an Emmy ("That Certain Summer") 

1973 - Publication of Rubyfruit Jungle by Daughters Inc. 
- Roe v. Wade 
- Founding of Naiad Press 
- Allen Ginsberg’s The Fall of America 
- Club Bath chain reaches its 500,000th membership 
- Founding of National Gay Task Force & Lambda Legal Defense Fund 
- The Rocky Horror Show debuts 
- American Psychiatric Association removes homosexuality as a mental disorder 
- Wounded Knee 

1974 - Elaine Noble is first openly gay person elected to a state legislature 



- Founding of Olivia Records 
- Patti Hearst and the Symbionese Liberation Army 
- First gay civil rights legislation introduced in U.S. Congress 

1975  - Leonard Matlovich, discharged from Air Force, appears on cover of Time 
- Michael Bennett’s "A Chorus Line" 
- Bisexual Forum founded in NYC 
- First PC (Altair) 

1976 - Publication of Sinister Wisdom magazine 
- Doonesbury’s main character comes out 
- First Southeastern Conference on Lesbians and Gay Men (Chapel Hill) 
- Barbara Jordan keynote speaker at Democratic Convention 

1977  - Anita Bryant’s Save Our Children campaign 
- TV mini-series "Roots" 
- Senior Action in a Gay Environment (SAGE) formed 
- First official lesbian/gay delegation received at the White House 
- Star Wars 
- AIDS (yet un-named/undiagnosed) cases begin appearing in U.S. 

1978 - Defeat of Briggs Amendment (Proposition 6) in California (58-42 percent) 
- Assassination of Harvey Milk 
- First anatomically correct gay doll – Gay Bob 
- Iran hostages 
- "La Cage aux Folles" film 
- Tales of the City by Armistead Maupin, Jr. 
- Founding of Moral Majority 

1979 - March on Washington draws 200,000 
- John Lennon murdered 
- Mariel Boatlift brings thousands of gay and lesbian Cubans to South Florida 
- Radical Faerie Movement 

  
The Eighties: safe sex, Boy George, Cagney & Lacey, Izods 
 
1980 - Movie Cruising ignites angry gay protests 

- Sapphistry: The Book of Lesbian Sexuality by Pat Califia 
- Openly gay Socialist Workers Party candidate for president (David 
McReynolds) 
- Publication of Christianity, Social Tolerance and Homosexuality 
- Broadway production of "Last Summer at Bluefish Cove" 
- April 26 CBS broadcast of "Gay Power, Gay Politics" 
- GAA-DC president, Mel Boozer, nominated for U.S. Vice President 
- Black & White Men Together formed 
- Aaron Fricke goes to court to take his male date to a Rhode Island high school 
prom 
- Leonard Matlovich reinstated to Air Force 
- New York becomes 24th state to end its sodomy law 

1981 - Gay-Related Immune Deficiency (GRID) identified by CDC 
- Gay Press Association forms 
- Arrests of Cong. Hinson (MS) for homosexual behavior and resignation of 
Cong. Bauman (MD) for soliciting teenage male 
- The Police 

1982  - First Gay Games (SF) 



- Publication of The Color Purple 
- "Torch Song Trilogy" opens on Broadway 
- Glenn Burke, first baseball player to come out 
- Gay Men's Health Crisis established 
- Wisconsin becomes first state with gay rights statute 
- First Federal Judge to rule against state sodomy statutue (Texas) 
- Arrest of Michael Hardwick in Atlanta for sodomy 
- "Making Love" and "Victor/Victoria" are shown to theater goers 

1983 - HIV virus identified 
- The Eurythmics, Madonna 
- Election of first openly gay politician to national office (Cong. Studds) and 
openly gay mayor in Key West 
- "The Day After" tv movie and Nuclear Freeze Movement 
- Coretta Scott King announces support for gay rights 
- First genetic markers found 

1984  - Greg Louganis wins four gold medals in the Olympics 
- West Hollywood incorporates as a city 
- Born in the USA, The Judds, and What’s Love Got to Do with It? 
- Berkeley becomes first city with domestic partner law 
- On our Backs begins publishing 
- NOW sponsors first conference on lesbian rights 

1985 - Death of Rock Hudson due to AIDS 
- Formation of Log Cabin Club 
- "Kiss of the Spider Woman," "Room with a View," and a "Chorus Line" play in 
movie-houses 
- Mikhail Gorbachev becomes General Secretary of Soviet Communist Party 
- Normal Heart" and "Search for Intelligent Signs in the Universe" play on 
Broadway 

1986 - Bowers vs. Hardwick decision (5-4) 
- Toni Morrison’s Beloved published 
- First openly lesbian couple granted legal joint adoption (Calif.) 
- Platoon, Blue Velvet, & The Color of Money play in theaters 
- "Desert Hearts" plays in movie theaters 
- Whitney Houston, Michael Jackson, and Patti LaBelle 

1987 - First public display of The Quilt 
- "The Last Temptation of Christ" and resignation of Jim Bakker from PTL 
- Cong. Frank comes out 
- Black Monday on US stock market 
- Second march on Washington attracts 600,000 people 
- ACT-UP formed 

1988  - Public Health service mails Understanding AIDS to every home 
- First Annual Coming Out Day celebrated 
- National Black Gay and Lesbian conference 

1989  - Tiananmen Square & Invasion of Panama 
- DOD studies conclude no reason to bar homosexuals from military service 
- First openly gay black elected to public office (Albany, NY) 
- Denmark first country to legalize same-sex marriage 
- Robert Mapplethorpe controversy 
- Janet Jackson, New Kids on the Block, Guns N’ Roses 

  



 
The Nineties: Calvin Klein, virtual sex, nipple tatoos 
 
1990  - Founding of Queer Nation 

- Iraq invades Kuwait 
- President signs Hate Crimes Statistics bill that includes anti-gay violence 
- Berlin Wall falls 
- "Longtime Companion" in the movie theaters 

1991  - Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund established 
- Thomas-Hill hearings 
- End of the Soviet Union 
- Queer Nation Cracker Barrel boycott 
- First major US publicly held company (Lotus) extends partner benefits 

1992  - Colorado Passes Amendment 2 
- Billy Ray Cyrus into country, k.d. lang out of country 
- Election of first post WWII U.S. President 
- Dorothy Allison's Bastard Out of Carolina 
- LA Riots 
- "Angels in America" opens 
- Hurricane Andrew 

1993  - March on Washington attracts one million people 
- Williamson County (TX) denies Apple tax breaks due to its domestic partner 
policy 
- "Philadelphia" appears in theaters 
- First law to protect lesbian/gay students in public schools (Mass.) 

1994  - First school sanctioned gay-youth prom held in Los Angeles 
- Deborah Batts is named federal judge -- the first openly gay to be appointed 
- American Medical Association opposes medical treatment to "cure" 
homosexuals 

1995  - President signs executive order forbidding the denial of security clearance due to 
homosexuality 
- "Angels in America" on Broadway 

1996  - Defense of Marriage Act passes the U.S. Congress 
- 1.2 million people visit the AIDS Quilt in Washington 
- Employment Non-Discrimination Act defeated in U.S. Senate (50-49) 
- Defense of Marriage Act signed by the President 
- Colorado's Amendment Number 2 declared unconstitutional by Supreme Court 

1997  - First U.S. President to address gay organization (HRC) 
- Apuzzo appointed as highest ranking gay government official in history 
- Ellen comes out in tv sitcom 
- Hawaii compromises on same-sex marriages by domestic partnerships 
- Death of Princess Diana 
- Cunanan killing spree 
- New Hampshire and Main pass gay rights laws 

1998  - Maine rescinds state’s gay non-discrimination statute 
 


