Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Pettit, III Bio
Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Pettit, III comes to James Madison University as the Department Head and Professor of Military Science for the JMU Military Science Department with over nineteen years of active duty service in the US Army.  He is married to Stephanie Hope Pettit and has two children, Nathan (11) and Courtney (9).  His last assignment was with the Battle Command Training Program, Operations Group Alpha in Fort Leavenworth, KS where he was the Senior Aviation Observer Trainer.
Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Pettit, III graduated as a Distinguished Military Graduate from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) and received a commission as an Aviation Second Lieutenant on 3 May 1991.  Following graduation, he entered active duty military service and attended the Aviation Officer Basic Course and Initial Entry Rotary Wing Course at Fort Rucker, Alabama.  His first assignment following successful completion of flight school and the AH-1F Aircraft Qualification Course was with the 6th Infantry Division, 4th Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment in Fort Wainwright, Alaska as an AH-1F Attack Helicopter Platoon Leader.  His subsequent assignments include:  Battalion Assistant S3 (Operations Officer) for 2d Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment, Fort Campbell, KY; Battalion S4 (Logistics Officer) for 1st Battalion, 229th Aviation Regiment, Fort Bragg, NC; Company Commander for Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 229th Aviation Regiment, Fort Bragg, NC and Bosnia-Herzegovina; Attack Company and Cavalry Troop Aviation Observer Controller at the National Training Center, Fort Irwin, CA; Battalion Executive Officer and Battalion Operations Officer for 3d Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 3d Aviation Regiment, Fort Bragg, NC, Taji, Iraq and Hunter Army Airfield, Savannah, GA; Brigade Aviation Officer for 1st Brigade, 3d Infantry Division, Ft. Stewart, GA and Ramadi, Iraq; Senior Aviation Observer Trainer for Operations Group Alpha, Battle Command Training Program (BCTP), Fort Leavenworth, KS.
Lieutenant Colonel Pettit received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from Virginia Tech and a Master of Science Degree in Adult, Occupation and Continuing Education from Kansas State University.  He is a graduate of the US Army Command and General Staff College, the Combined Arms Services and Staff School, the Aviation Captains Career Course and the Aviation Officer Basic Course.  He is a Senior Army Aviator with over 1,500 rotary wing flight hours and holds aircraft qualifications in the OH-58A/C, UH-1, AH-1F, and AH-64A/D aircraft.

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star (with oak leaf cluster), Meritorious Service Medal (with three oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal (with oak leaf cluster), Army Achievement Medal (with three oak leaf clusters), National Defense Service Medal (with one star), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terror Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon (with numeral 3), NATO Medal, Meritorious Unit Citation, Army Superior Unit Award, Air Assault Badge, Army Parachute Badge and Senior Army Aviator Badge.   

