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9:00-9:30 INTRODUCTION 

ANTHONY J. EKSTEROWICZ 
GLENN P. HASTEDT 

 
9:30-10:45 

FROM BENIGN NEGLECT TO STRATEGIC INTEREST: THE ROLE 
OF AFRICA IN THE FOREIGN POLICIES OF BUSH 41 AND 43 

MELINDA ADAMS 
JONATHAN KELLER 

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY 
 

TWO TALES OF ENGAGEMENT: A COMPARISON OF CHINA  
POLICIES BETWEEN THE GEORGE H. W. BUSH AND  

GEORGE W. BUSH ADMINISTRATIONS 
YI EDWARD YANG 

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY 
 

11:00-12:15 
DEPOSING DICTATORS: THE BUSH PRESIDENTS,  

SADDAM HUSSEIN AND MANUEL NORIEGA 
ROBERT A. STRONG 

WASHINGTON&LEE UNIVERSITY 
 

12:30-1:45 
LUNCH 

405 Taylor Hall 
 

2:00-3:15 
COMPARING THE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES OF  

PRESIDENTS GEORGE H. W. BUSH AND GEORGE W. BUSH 
GLEN SUSSMAN 

OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY 
 

3:30-4:45 
IN HIS SHADOW: THE IMPACT OF THE REAGAN ECONOMIC  

REGIME AND INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE  
IN THE BUSH ADMINISTRATIONS 

CHRISTOPHER J. DOLAN 
LEBANON VALLEY COLLEGE 

 
CONCLUDING PANEL DISCUSSION 

ALL PARTICIPANTS 
6:30 -8:00 

Auditorium: Memorial Hall 

Melinda Adams is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at James 
Madison University. She holds a Ph.D. from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. Her work has been published in International Feminist 
Journal of Politics, African Studies Quarterly, and in Global Feminism: 
Transnational Women’s Activism, Organizing and Human Rights edited 
by Myra Ferree and Aili Mari Tripp (2006). 
 
Chris J. Dolan (Ph.D., University of South Carolina, 2002) is an Assis-
tant Professor of Political Science at Lebanon Valley College in Pennsyl-
vania.  His research on the American presidency and U.S. foreign policy 
appears in a number of political science and international relation jour-
nals and in numerous edited volumes.  He is the co-author of The Presi-
dency and Economic Policy (Rowan & Littlefield, 2007), author of In 
War We Trust (Ashgate 2005), and co-editor of Striking First (Palgrave 
2004).  He previously held positions at the University of Central Florida 
and Presbyterian College. 
 
Jonathan Keller is an assistant professor of political science at James 
Madison University. He teaches courses in international politics, Ameri-
can foreign policy, and research methods. His work has appeared in the 
Journal of Politics, International Studies Quarterly, Foreign Policy 
Analysis, Journal of Peace Research, and Political Psychology. 
 
Robert Strong is the William Lyne Wilson Professor of Politics at 
Washing and Lee University.  He earned his Ph.D. at the University of 
Virginia and has been at Washington and Lee since 1989.  Earlier in his 
career he taught at Tulane University and the University  College of 
Whales.  His research involves presidential foreign policy decisions in 
the molder era. In 2005, he was a visiting scholar at the Rothermere 
American Institute at Oxford University working on his book dealing 
with President George H. W. Bush. His recent publications include 
Working in the World: Jimmy Carter and the Making of American For-
eign Policy and a second edition of Decisions and Dilemmas: Case Stud-
ies in Presidential Foreign Policy Making since 1945. 
 
Glen Sussman is a Professor of Political Science at Old Dominion Uni-
versity. His research interests include the American presidency, environ-
mental politics and policy and political behavior. He is a recent recipient 
of an Author Schlesinger, Jr. Research Fellowship that supported his 
study of conservation policy during the administration of President John 
F. Kennedy at the Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston. 
 
Yi Edward Yang is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at James 
Madison University. His research focuses on Foreign Policy decision 
making and Chinese politics.  Current research projects include a study 
of comparative foreign policy decision making under risk and a co-
authored paper examining Chinese energy security strategies. 


