POSC 295 – Crosstabular Data Analysis Project

DUE Thursday 6/8/06 at 10am
**Under NO circumstances will late assignments be accepted after 4pm on 6/8/06**
In this exercise, you will use your skills in tabular data analysis to examine the determinants of individuals’ attitudes and behaviors as measured by data found in the MicroCase data archive.  Based on your research design choices in Research Assignment #2, you will be using data from the 2004 GSS, the 2004 NES, or the 2002 WVS. The margin of error for each study is ( 3 percentage points. As discussed below, print out the table with column percentages and print out the summary statistics for each of the relationships you analyze.
Part I: Operationalization:
Your dependent variable (DV) for this project is: ________________________________________.


Its level of measurement is: ________________________________________.

Your main independent variable (MIV) for this project is: ________________________________________.


Its level of measurement is: ________________________________________.

Your second independent variable (SIV) under analysis in this project is: _________________________________.


Its level of measurement is: ________________________________________.

Your third independent variable (TIV) under analysis in this project is: _________________________________.


Its level of measurement is: ________________________________________.

Part II: Hypotheses:
BELOW state each of the three hypotheses under analysis in this assignment:
Part III: Data Analysis

[1] Open the appropriate data file.   Choose the Cross-tabulation option.  Enter your DV as the row variable and then 

your MIV as the column variable.  Look at the contingency table and the column percentages.  Then, ask for the inferential statistics.

a] Which set of statistics is appropriate for these data?  [circle one]
NOMINAL
ORDINAL
b] Of the different measures of association presented by MicroCase, which is the most appropriate for these data and why?

c] Is the observed relationship statistically significant? [circle one]
YES
NO
d] Is there a meaningful relationship between these 2 variables? Why or why not?  Be specific about your rules of interpretation.

**Don’t forget to print out the table and the summary statistics.  Write Relationship #1 on each.
[2] Stay in the same data file.   Stick with the Cross-tabulation option.  Enter your DV as the row variable and then your SIV as the column variable.  Look at the contingency table and the column percentages.  Then, ask for the inferential statistics.

a] Which set of statistics is appropriate for these data?  [circle one]
NOMINAL
ORDINAL
b] Of the different measures of association presented by MicroCase, which is the most appropriate for these data and why?

c] Is the observed relationship statistically significant? [circle one]
YES
NO
d] Is there a meaningful relationship between these 2 variables? Why or why not?  Be specific about your rules of interpretation.

**Don’t forget to print out the table and the summary statistics.  Write Relationship #2 on each.

[3] Stay in the same data file.   Stick with the Cross-tabulation option.  Enter your DV as the row variable and then your TIV as the column variable.  Look at the contingency table and the column percentages.  Then, ask for the inferential statistics.

a] Which set of statistics is appropriate for these data?  [circle one]
NOMINAL
ORDINAL
b] Of the different measures of association presented by MicroCase, which is the most appropriate for these data and why?

c] Is the observed relationship statistically significant? [circle one]
YES
NO
d] Is there a meaningful relationship between these 2 variables? Why or why not?  Be specific about your rules of interpretation.

**Don’t forget to print out the table and the summary statistics.  Write Relationship #3 on each.

[4] Stay in the same data file.  Stick with the Cross-tabulation option.  Enter your DV as the row variable, your MIV as the column variable, and your SIV as the control variable.  Look at the contingency tables, their column percentages, and the inferential statistics.

a] Which set of statistics is appropriate for these data?  [circle one]
NOMINAL
ORDINAL
b] Of the different measures of association presented by MicroCase, which is the most appropriate for these data and why?

c] Is the observed relationship statistically significant for each category of the control variable? 

[circle one]YES

NO

If not, for which categories of the control variable (if any) is there a significant relationship between the IV and the DV?

d] Once you control for this second IV, is there a meaningful relationship between the IV here and the DV? Why or why not?  Be specific about your rules of interpretation.

**Don’t forget to print out the tables and the summary statistics for each value on the control variable.  Write Relationship #4 on each.

[5] In one or two paragraphs, summarize the results of your study of the determinants of this DV.  Which variables appear to influence the DV and which do not? Which of the unexamined independent variables from your full list of hypotheses in Research Assignment #2 would you most like to include and why?

