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Table 12.8 – Development, Liberty, Governance, and Support for Democracy (2006) 

(each number ranks the country in its success relative to the other countries)1  
 

TABLE 12.8 -- Development, Liberty, Governance, and Support for Democracy (2006)* 

Country Support for 

democracy 

(2006) 

GDP per 

capita 

(average 

for 1996–

2005) 

Poverty 

rate 

(average 

for 1996–

2005) 

Income 

inequality 

(average 

for 1996–

2005) 

Protection of 

political and 

civil liberties 

(average for 

1996–2005) 

Level of 

perceived 

corruption 

(average for 

1998–2006) 

Satisfaction 

with how 

democracy 

functions 

(average for 

1996–2006) 

Argentina 3 1 5 10 5 10 5 

Brazil 15 5 6 17 10 6 13 

Chile 6 2 2 11 3 1 6 

Guatemala 16 13 14 11 16 12 9 

Mexico 10 4 7 7 8 8 11 

Venezuela 4 8 8 3 14 13 3 

Bolivia 5 15 15 16 6 14 11 

Colombia 12 10 11 13 17 9 13 

Costa Rica 2 6 3 2 2 3 2 

Ecuador 10 14 12 4 9 15 15 

El Salvador 13 11 9 5 7 5 6 

Honduras 13 16 17 13 10 16 4 

Nicaragua 6 17 16 15 12 11 9 

Panama 8 7 4 8 4 7 8 

Paraguay 16 12 13 8 14 17 17 

Peru 8 9 9 6 13 4 16 

Uruguay 1 3 1 1 1 2 1 
1 Country rankings are inverted for poverty, income inequality, and corruption because success is indicated by low 
poverty, low inequality, and lower corruption. Numbers in oversized, bold print indicate that the country ranks in 
the top half of these 17 countries (literally, at or above the median point in the distribution). 

 
SOURCE: Same as for Figures 12.1-12.6. 


