Conversation Starter: Questions
(Complete before Thanksgiving)

Potential questions to ask and suggested resources are listed here to guide your
conversation.

Before you begin the first meeting, please start by asking questions to make the
student feel comfortable. Such as:

How did move in go?

Have you met anyone new?

What do you think about your schedule?

Academic Success:

How do you feel about your choice of major?

What courses do you think you will do well in? Which will be difficult?

How do you study?

When you did well in class freshmen year, what study skills did you use?
Do you know the academic requirements for your major, college or school?
Would you be interested in a study group? What subject?

Do you know your academic advisor?

Leadership:

What organizations are you involved with on campus?

Are there other organizations you are interested in getting involved with?
Would you like to be involved in residence hall activities?

What programs would you like to see this semester?

How would you specifically contribute to making programs happen?

Community Responsibility:

How will you contribute to the community this year?

Why did you choose to live on campus, and what do you hope to gain from this
experience?

What do you expect from me, your RA?

How well do you know your hall mates?

Self Responsibility:
How do you balance your academic and social life?
1 Do you feel pressured to drink alcohol here at JMU?
1 Are you finding non alcoholic activities that interest you on the weekend
either on or off campus?
1 Are there activities not offered at JMU that you would be interested in on
the weekends?
Do you have a part-time job? How are you balancing with your job, school, etc?



Are you on scholarship(s)? Are you meeting their requirements?

How have you changed since your first year?

Have you thought about getting further work experience in your career choice?
Do you maintain a budget?

Character:

What are some challenges you anticipate for your sophomore year? What is
your plan to deal with those challenges?

How have you given back to your neighborhood community in the past?
Please explain experiences that have made you feel uncomfortable.

What do you struggle with most?

Conclusion:

Summarize what you have discussed, outline an action plan for the semester,
and ask them if there is anything else they would like to talk about, or anything
they might need help with.



