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Madison alumnae 
returning to campus 
to assess their health 
at the Morrison-Bruce 
Center for the Pro-
motion of Physical 
Activity for Girls and 
Women are helping 
center director Judith 
Flohr conduct health 
research and honor two 
JMU emerita profes-
sors who were pioneers 
in physical education.
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Gonzowitz journalism
Thank you for running Patrick Butters’ 
article praising the efforts of the journal-
ism department and, in particular, profes-
sor Alan Neckowitz in the 
“Professors You Love” col-
umn [Summer 2006].

Neckowitz had only been 
at then-Madison College for a 
few years when we arrived at 
The Breeze offices in 1973. In 
our three years at the paper, 
Neckowitz helped bring bal-
ance to our nascent journal-
istic crusading. Byrne wrote 
the semigonzo column On the Lighter 
Side, which delighted in targeting Rich-
ard Nixon, the Vietnam conflict and the 
college administration (especially then-
president Ronald Carrier). Neckowitz 
was at Carney’s side when she was called 
into the Dean of Student’s office after an 
exposé that reported that students were 
smoking marijuana in the dorms. We were 
editor and managing editor of The Breeze 
our senior year and liked to think that the 
administration thought Carney and Byrne 
were the next Woodward and Bernstein. 
Hey, it was the days of Watergate, Hunter 
Thompson and Doonesbury. Neckowitz’s 
ability to arbitrate between the adminis-
tration and The Breeze staff allowed us the 
opportunity to truly learn what journalism 
is all about. We’re sure it was not an easy 
position in which we placed him.

We are one of the many Breeze romances 
that led to marriage, and we celebrate our 
30-year wedding anniversary in 2007. We 
still keep in touch with Alan and will never 
forget the way he punctuated his infamous 
comments about our writing (“TRITE” is 
our favorite), the late nights in The Breeze 
office and the way in which he encouraged 
our enthusiastic efforts. Although neither 
one of us has written a muckraking sensa-
tion, there is still time. And Alan will be 
our first choice for editor.

Greg Byrne (’76)
Cindi Carney (’76)
Morgantown, W.Va.

Volumes about JMU
Wow. My son is now in his final semester at 
JMU, and we have always enjoyed Madison.

It is a great conversation piece and keeps 
us connected and gives us something else to 

talk about. But this issue [Fall 2006] is over 
the top. I think every high-school guid-
ance office deserves a copy. This is a great 
marketing tool. This issue speaks volumes 
about the school, commitment, growth, 
sports, alumni and dedication. As a parent, 
this issue would answer a lot of questions 

and give that peace of mind 
we all hope for when selecting 
a school with our students. 
Currently having three in col-
lege and my fourth doing the 
applications now (unfortu-
nately, JMU does not have an 
architectural program or you 
would be in the running), I 
wanted to share these positive 
and appreciative thoughts. 

Thanks to all for a great 4.5 years of JMU.

Joan Hedden (P)
Lawrenceville, N.J.

A call to arms for fellow alumni
My fellow Madison alumni, consider this 
a call to arms! As a JMU Student Ambas-
sador I never thought to inquire which 
school held number one as I bragged to 
campus tours that Madison ranked num-
ber two among schools like us in the 
U.S. News & World Report rankings. But 
I joined you JMU alumni in 2005 and 
decided finally to look into it.

According to U.S. News our phantom 
rival is none other than Florida’s own Rollins 
College. I am sure it’s a fine school, but who 
in the heck is Rollins College? And why are 
we perennially second to them? It turns out, 
according to the U.S. News ranking, that we 
completely blow Rollins College out of the 
water when it comes to important areas such 
as freshman retention rate, graduation rate, 
and percentage of freshmen who are in the 
top 25 percent of their high school class.

The only two significant categories 
in which we trail Rollins are financial 
resources and alumni participation in 
giving. Naturally, a higher percentage 
of alumni participation in giving can be 
expected from a private institution such 
as Rollins College. But what if that’s all 
it takes to become number one? So here’s 
the call to arms: if a simple matter of fis-
cal contribution will help to push us over 
the top, let’s give it the ole “college try” 
and top the rankings in 2008! What better 
centennial celebration than that! 

Mike Keown (’05)
Landing, N.J.
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 T raditionally at this time of year, 
JMU thanks the donors who have 
made private gifts to the university 
in the last fiscal year. It is these 

donors who continue to make the Madi-
son Experience accessible, rich and fulfill-
ing for JMU students. On Page 50, Board 
of Visitors member and Madison Century 
campaign volunteer Steve Leeolou (’78) 
introduces the Honor Roll of Donors sec-
tion. The Honor Roll of Donors recognizes 
individual donors who have made a gift of 
$250 or more and corporate donors who 
have made a gift of $500 or more to JMU. 

Since the public kickoff last March of 
the Madison Century capital campaign 
that Leeolou leads, alumni and friends 
have been hosting regional receptions to 
raise awareness and support JMU’s aspi-
ration “to be the leading comprehensive 
university, a hybrid of the best qualities of 
research and liberal arts institutions.” See 
Page 11 for photos of these events. 

As we look ahead to the final year and 
a half of the capital campaign, we will also 
begin celebrating JMU’s Centennial Celebra-
tion. The festivities start on James Madison 
Day in March 2007 and launch in earnest 
next fall. Go to www.jmu.edu/centennialcele 
bration to learn more and get involved.

Madison offers a special cover story this 
issue: Amid the campaigning, meeting 
with dignitaries, official state functions 
and charitable events that consume her 
life as first lady of Missouri, Melanie Blunt 
Anderson (’94) took time from her hectic 
schedule to grant Donna Dunn (’94) an 
exclusive interview. While Melanie and her 
husband, Gov. Matt Blunt, regularly criss-
cross the Show Me State advocating their 
political agenda, she talks about the impor-
tance of balancing all that with her private 
role as mother to toddler, Branch.

In Transformations on Page 45, senior 
Alex Meador takes us on a soul-searching 
journey through her summer experience in 
a Native American school. It caused her to 
change everything. It will affect you too. 

In the next issue, look for full cover-
age of the 2006 Homecoming festivities, 
including the black tie gala and Godwin 
Field Festival.

	 Pam Brock, Editor

Be the change, 
celebrate and 
treasure history

{Editor’s Note}
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Roots in common
The summer 2006 issue of Madison inter-
ested me, especially the article titled, 
“Unearthing Heritage” by Ashley Atkins, 
Class of 2007. She is a member of the 
Pamunkey Indian tribe who interned 
with the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources and the College of William and 
Mary’s field school at the archaeological 
site, Werowocomoco, the main residence 
of ruling Chief Powhatan. It is important 
to preserve Virginia Indian history as the 
400th anniversary of the colonization at 
Jamestown approaches. I am glad that JMU 
has such an active anthropology major.

My father, David Levi Whittle (1923–
1993), is also a descendant from Powhatan 
through Pocahontas — also known both 
as Matoaka and Rebecca Rolfe — who 
married colonist John Rolfe and bore a 
son, Thomas Rolfe.

 In July 2006, eight recognized Native-
American tribes gathered at the National 
Museum of the American Indian. Repre-
sentatives of these tribes set sail for England 
to visit the burial place of Pocahontas at 
Gravesend, England. Powhatan, Paunchy, 
Monaca, Rappahannock, Chickahominy 
and Upper Mattaponi’s tribes: Keep them 
in Virginia history; keep them in U.S. his-
tory, first to welcome; last to be recognized. 
From 1912 to1924, Anglo-Saxon eugeni-
cists erased Virginian Indian records from 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics. In 1967, The 
Supreme Court decision liberated them.

I attended the opening of the National 
Museum of American Indians in August 
2004. I saw artifacts from the Powhatan at 
the Suitland, Md., Cultural Resources Cen-
ter. I was so excited I did not know whether 
to laugh, cry or dance. These precious and 
fragile artifacts are 400-plus years old; there 
are more than 150,000 photographs of the 
Algonquin-speaking peoples of the Chesa-
peake that need cataloging. Native-Ameri-
can history and archaeology is in the hands 
of people like Ashley Atkins, Class of 2007.

James Madison University, the Univer-
sity of Virginia, and the College of Wil-
liam and Mary should be educating Vir-
ginian Indians and recognizing their place 
in history along with the founding fathers. 
Thanks for the good article by Ashley 
Atkins, Paunchy.

My oldest niece, Carly Elizabeth Crock-
ett, graduated from JMU with a degree in 
public health. I received an M.S. in library 
science, and interned with the Department 
of Anthropology, Smithsonian Institution, 
when Herman Viola was there. The small-
est library that I worked in was in Fairfax 
County Public Schools. The largest library 
that I worked in was the Library of Con-
gress. Currently I do research consultant 
work. I am doing Whittle genealogy and 
Irish-American Studies. Thanks for keep-
ing me on your mailing lists.

Sharon Whittle (’70)
Washington, D.C.

B i r t h d a y  B a s h  i n  t h e  ’ B u r g !	
Be part of JMU’s 100th anniversary. The Centennial Celebration’s special events 

and exhibits begin this spring and run through the 2007-08 academic year.

Learn more: www.jmu/edu/centennialcelebration/



Director of the James Madison Center Phil Bigler (’74, ’76M) 
reviews Richard Labunski’s new book, James Madison and the 
Struggle for the Bill of Rights, in the Mixed Media department. 
During his 23-year teaching career Bigler shared his passion for 
James Madison’s genius with thousands of high school students 
and in 1998 was named the National Teacher of the Year. As the 
James Madison Center director, Bigler works to make the cen-
ter a renowned source of accurate information on the U.S. Con-
stitution, Madison’s greatest gift to his country. A sought after 
speaker, Bigler delivered the keynote address at the Associa-
tion of American Educators in Louisiana in October.

In the Transformations department on Page 45, Alex Meador (’07) 
shares her volunteer experience at the Cheyenne River Youth Project 
located on South Dakota’s Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation. The 
English major is completing her senior honors thesis, “Providing the 
Outlet: Creating a Teen Writing Program for Cheyenne River Youth 
Project,” and she intends to write a grant proposal for funding to 
develop a writing/performing arts program at youth project’s new 
teen center. She will return to the reservation during winter break to 
help with the program’s annual toy drive. 

“Mahatma Gandhi was both an heir to ancient values and the singu-
larly influential ‘nonviolent revolutionary’ of the 20th century who 
reworked inherited wisdom into a plan of action suited to an age 
of technologically fueled empires and global access to communica-
tion. His experience transcended boundaries of culture, geography, 
religion and politics,” says Sushil Mittal, who teaches Hinduism 
in the Department of Philosophy and Religion. Mittal established 
the Mahatma Gandhi Center for Global Nonviolence at JMU “to 
respond to the global violence that affects us all.” On Page 47, the 
professor explores the role of nonviolence in a violent world.

Jan Gillis (’07) is completing an individualized studies major with a 
concentration in literature and communication. The former University 
Advancement operations officer joined the staff in 1995 and last year 
was named editor of MadisonOnline and coordinator of JMU’s “Be the 
Change” communications campaign. See her work in the Connections 
department on Page 15 and the Be the Change interview with Kai 
Degner (’03, ’05M) and psychology professor Anne Stewart on Page 24. 
Send story ideas for MadisonOnline to gillisjc@jmu.edu. Or, nominate 
fellow alumni, students, parents, professors and staff members who are 
changing the world (or their part of it) at www.jmu.edu/bethechange/.

Centennial Duke Brian Dillensnyder (’08) is a regular contribut-
ing photographer to Madison. Though he has never taken a photog-
raphy class, his work has appeared in the Centennial Dukes’ 2004-
05 Scrapbook, One Book, The Breeze and other JMU publications. 
“I’ve learned everything about photography from working at the 
JMU Photography Services office,” he says. The computer science 
major and telecommunications minor is a member of JMU’s chapter 
of the Association for Computing Machinery, Cyber Forensics and 
the Unix Users Group. He is completing an internship in software 
development at Northrop Grumman, the second-largest U.S. defense 
contractor. See his photography at www.briandillensnyder.com/.
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Correction: Theater professor Tom King was named 
a Fulbright Senior Lecturer in American Theater, and 
taught and conducted research in Hacettepe University 
in Ankara, Turkey. The Fall 2006 issue of Madison listed 
Tom Arthur as the Fulbright lecturer.
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directions

 W 
ith the celebration of 
Madison’s first cen-
tury drawing near, 
and the commence-
ment of a new Madi-
son century directly 

upon its heels, it is imperative that we 
look toward the future with a focused 
vision and clear goals. With that direc-
tive in mind, last year I appointed the 
Madison Commission to review our 
university values, mission and vision 
statements to determine if they were 
appropriate for our university planning 
through 2012.

The Madison Commission, comprised 
of 67 individuals representing all areas 
of the university, came together under 
the leadership of Dr. Mark Warner, 
senior vice president for Student Affairs 
and University Planning, to tackle this 
charge. Last spring, the commission sub-
mitted its final report and recommenda-
tions, which clearly were the products of 
thoughtful consideration, diligent reflec-
tion and a sincere interest in the future of 
the institution. The commission’s find-
ings largely mirrored the goals that we 
had already outlined for the university’s 
second century and affirmed that we were 
on the right path. I invite you to read in 
more detail about the commission’s rec-
ommendations at www.jmu.edu/madi-
soncommission.

One thing that stood out to me was 
the Madison Commission’s recommen-
dation to add the word ‘community’ to 
the university’s mission statement. It now reads, “We are a com-
munity committed to preparing individuals to be educated and 
enlightened citizens who lead productive and meaningful lives.” 

What an insightful addition. When we look at all that James 
Madison University accomplishes each academic year — from 
our growing recognition in national rankings, to the ground-
breaking research of our faculty, to the outstanding achieve-
ments of our students — we acknowledge that these are only 
possible because the JMU campus is a community of individuals 
linked together by shared values and a commitment to provide 
students with the best educational experience possible.

This idea of community and common purpose is not lim-
ited to those of us who work on campus. It easily applies to the 
broader Madison community encompassing alumni, parents and 
friends, as well as employees and students.

When I consider what defines this 
broader Madison community — what 
makes us unique from other communities 
of individuals — I propose that it is our 
connection to President James Madison’s 
philosophy that knowledge is power, 
and our shared commitment to use that 
knowledge to make a difference. 

At James Madison University, we pre-
pare our students to be engaged, active 
participants in society, and we encour-
age our graduates, professors and stu-
dents to transform the power of knowl-
edge into action. 

At JMU, “making a difference” isn’t 
different — it is the norm. JMU stu-
dents and faculty members are collabo-
rating to find innovative solutions and 
improvements in health care, alterna-
tive energy and education. Our students 
have received national recognition for 
their commitment to service. Just last 
month, more than 50 students spent their 
Thanksgiving holiday assisting hurricane 
relief efforts in New Orleans. As you read 
through this edition of Madison, you’ll 
see many other examples of JMU alumni, 
professors and students, who are using 
knowledge every day to make their com-
munities a better place. The special report 
on Page 50 is an enlightening look at how 
the support and involvement of Madison 
alumni make a significant difference in 
the continued success of our university. 

I hope you are as proud as I am to 
be part of a community whose members 
refuse to sit idly, but rather who ask the 

important questions, seek the answers and tackle the big prob-
lems that face our society. This is the connective thread that 
unites us, and as we prepare to enter Madison’s second century, 
it will be the characteristic that continues to define the Madi-
son community.

	
	 Linwood H. Rose

	 President
	 James Madison University
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‘We are a community 
committed to prepar-
ing individuals to be 

educated and enlight-
ened citizens who  

lead productive and 
meaningful lives.’

photogr aph by d iane ell iot t ( ’00)


