
Due: February 15, 2008

The Donald Robertson
Scholarship
in Elementary Education

Award: $1,500

rom June 1762 through September 1767,James Madison attended a small school run by
Donald Robertson located along the banks of the Mattaponi River in King and Queen
County. Robertson arrived in Virginia from his native Scotland in 1753 and founded his
school five years later. It was there that the young Madison studied English grammar,
history, philosophy, Latin and many other subjects. It was through Robertson’s teaching

that Madison was first exposed to many of the ideas of the enlightenment that would forever shape his
political philosophy and belief in republicanism. Near the end of his life, Madison recalled Robertson
fondly writing, “All that I have been in my life I owe largely to that man.” It was said that Donald
Robertson “nurtured greatness and laid the foundation for some of the most fruitful careers in American
history” and it is in his honor, that the James Madison Center has created “the Donald Robertson
Scholarship in Elementary Education.

Requirements:

 Application/nomination form

 Enrolled in an academic program at JMU leading to licensure in elementary

 Education (Pre-K through 6)

 500 Word Essay: In his later years, James Madison recalled the important impact that his
teacher, Donald Robertson, had on his life stating: “All that I have been in life I owe
largely to that man.” This is a powerful testament to the role and importance of
educators in our society. In your essay, address the following questions: Why do you
want to become a teacher?” and “What you hope to accomplish during your career.”

 Two letters of recommendation

 GPA: 3.0 or higher

 Junior standing or higher (you must be enrolled at JMU for the 2008-2009 school year)

 Current transcript

Submit completed applications to:

Philip Bigler, Director
The James Madison Center
MSC 2504, 1211 Paul Street House
Harrisonburg, VA 22807

F


